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[bookmark: _Hlk208488441]Agricultural Reconciliation Committee
Open Session Meeting 
 Minutes of July 29, 2025    
Office of Agriculture – Third Floor, Conference Room
Committee APPROVED 09/24/2025

I. Call to Order:  Katie Stevens called the meeting to order at 10:03 am. 
II. Attendance:  Katie Stevens, Director, Office of Agriculture, Beth Ahalt, Agriculture Preservation Program Specialist, II, Sam Hunter, Civic Association Representative Denny Remsburg, Frederick County Farm Bureau Representative, Denny Willard, Agriculture Business Representative, Joshua Brewster, Assistant County Attorney Margaret Koogle, Frederick County Association of Realtors Representative, Sandra Tucker, Agriculture Preservation Advisory Board Representative.  Absent: Nicole Ripley, Pamona Grange Representative, Russell Winch, MD Municipal League

III. Approval of the Agenda: Denny Remsburg made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Denny Willard.  The motion was approved 4-0-0-2.  	 		 
IV. Reports- No reports.   
V. Old Business- No old business. 
VI. New Business-
A. Overview of the MD Right to Farm Ordinance: Staff shared a presentation with the group from former County Attorney Michael Chomel that goes over facts about the MD Right to Farm Ordinance, issues that the Committee could hear if a complaint were to be filed, and steps that would need to be taken by the Committee if a complaint were to be filed.  and  a request to approve an unrestricted lot on the Crum IPP easement. 

B. [bookmark: _Hlk208488530]Introduction of Committee Members:  Members of the group introduced themselves and explained what association or group that they were representing for the Committee.  

C. Review of the Agriculture Reconciliation Committee Bylaws, Rules of Procedure Right to Farm Ordinance Preamble: County Attorney Joshua Brewster reviewed the Rules of Procedure and Bylaws of the group and 

[bookmark: _Hlk208488638]made some suggestions on corrections, additions and deletions. Joshua said that he was going to make the suggestions and send them to Beth so that the Board can review them at their next meeting. Joshua also reviewed the  Right to Farm Ordinance Preamble with the group, and shared the purpose of the group, composition of membership, how complaints are filed and when meetings should take place. history of when the Right to Farm Ordinance was adopted in Frederick County 


D. Committee Election- A Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary needed to be selected. Denny Willard nominated Denny Remsburg to serve as the Chair for the Committee. The nomination was seconded by Sandra Tucker. The motion passed 4-0-0-2. Sandra Tucker nominated Denny Willard to serve as the Vice Chair. The nomination was seconded by Sam Hunter. The motion passed 4-0-0-2. 
Sam Hunter nominated himself for the position of Secretary. His nomination was seconded by Sandra Tucker. Motion passed 4-0-0-2

VII.  Comments and Announcements- None
VIII. Public Comment – None. 

IX. Adjournment – Denny Willard moved to adjourn the meeting.  Sandra Tucker seconded this motion.  The meeting adjourned at 11:05am.  
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