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FREDERICK COUNTY GOVERNMENT County Executive
DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS Jason M. Stitt, P.E., Division Director
July 9, 2024

Susan Hanson
Chair, Rustic Roads Commission

Hello Susan,

Thank you for reaching out to me concerning the maintenance issues expressed by the
Rustic Roads Commission. The Frederick County Scenic Roads Advisory Committee
certainly did put a great deal of effort into drafting the Rustic Roads Program. This was
the first step, prior to the creation of Bill 23-18, adding Article XI to Chapter 1-15 as shown
on Attachment A, (to) Establish a Frederick County Rustic Roads Commission.

The bill was approved by the County Council on November 7, 2023 and subsequently
signed by the County Executive on November 9, 2023.

As outlined in Section 1-15-52, Establishment, Powers, Part (D) Among its powers and
duties, the Rustic Roads Commission shall:

1) Adopt bylaws to govern its procedures and activities;

2) Establish a nomination procedure for citizens to propose a road for inclusion into
or removal from the Rustic Roads Program;

3) ldentify and oversee the designation of Designated Rustic Roads and Candidate
Roads in Frederick County and submit recommendations to the County Executive
and County Council;

4) Advise the County on the protection of Designated Rustic Roads and Candidate
Roads, to include the review of proposed substantial changes to these roads;

5) Develop and encourage community efforts and resources for action on Designated
Rustic Roads;

6) Consult with County staff, the County Executive, and the County Council as
requested relative to specific rustic road preservation issues and related needs
that may arise.

7) Develop advisory standards and practices to be considered to maintain Designated
and Candidate Rustic Roads, promote preservation, maintain the roads’ eligibility,
preserve character defining features, and ensure safety. The advisory standards
and practices will also identify actions that are not considered maintenance, but
changes or modifications that may negatively impact features that contribute to a
rustic road’s eligibility for designation.
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We look forward to reviewing and discussing the current maintenance practices, as well
as the advisory standards once they have been developed by the Maintenance Sub-
committee.

As we review the proposed changes to the current standard maintenance practices,
discussion will be required to consider how the changes such as reduced mowing & boom
mowing and reduced tree trimming may provide a positive impact for some residents
while creating a negative effect for others.

It is not certain that your assertation that reducing mowing will necessarily reduce
maintenance cost for taxpayers, in the long run. Every action tends to have an equal and
opposite reaction. If mowing is reduced near term, there will be an increased cost to prune
trees in the future. Tree pruning is a costly, labor-intensive task.

To that end, we have concerns about the long-term effect and how it will impact roadway
users that have larger vehicles, if wholesale changes are implemented prior to
transparent discussion. We would also encourage you to seek input or representation
from the Division of Fire & Rescue Services (DFRS), the Board of Education
Transportation Office and the agricultural community, some of the local road users that
have high profile vehicles.

DPW has a duty to maintain our roadways in a fiscally responsible manner. Changes in
the maintenance standards may well result in the need for increased manpower,
materials, and equipment. That said, it is prudent that the scope and financial viability of
any proposed changes should be specifically outlined and substantiated by the
Commission and subsequently validated by the DPW with concurrence from the County
Administration. Furthermore, we cannot commit to something until necessary budget
approvals and funds are secured.

We feel that it would be more appropriate and serve the greater good, to move forward
at a measured pace.

Please bear in mind that DPW has already committed the following for roads in the Rural
Roads Program through our previous in-person discussions and past Roads Board
meetings:

¢ No change to the surface type (except as permitted in the attached policy for In-
House Patching & Paving Procedures Utilizing a Third Party Paver)

¢ No widening

¢ Reduced mowing on Rural Roads to a single pass, as stated in the Tractor and
Boom Mowing for Vegetation Control SOP — IlI, B. 2. Approved 12/7/2021. See
mowing policy attached.

For changes to either the designated or candidate road list, it is our understanding that it
will be a transparent process. This includes, but not limited to advertising on each road,
utilizing Placards (similar to a change in zoning) announcing a change in the roads’
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designation, the date & time of the public hearing, thus allowing residents the opportunity
to express their support or repudiation of the change.

The Division of Public Works looks forward to working with the Rustic Roads Commission
in preserving the scenic and historic qualities of designated roads.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:
@Mm/\, Sttt
1ED3A§51BGBZ440...

Jason Stitt, P.E., Director
Division of Public Works

Cc: Robert Shen, Deputy Director, Division of Public Works

Mike Ramsburg, Department Head, Department of Highway Operations
C. Beau Lockard, Rustic Roads Commission Liaison
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Attachment A

§1-15-52. Establishment, Powers.

(A) The Frederick County Rustic Roads Program will be the successor to the Frederick County Rural
Roads Program that was created by Resolution No. 02-23, and approved by the Board of County
Commissioners on September 24, 2002.

(B) The Rustic Roads Commission will administer the Rustic Roads Program which was approved by
the County Executive on November 29, 2022.

(C) The existing Rural Roads Program will be included under the jurisdiction of the Rustic Roads
Commission.

(D) Among its powers and duties, the Rustic Roads Commission shall:
1) Adopt bylaws to govern its procedures and activities;

2) Establish a nomination procedure for citizens to propose a road for inclusion into or
removal from the Rustic Roads Program;

3) Identify and oversee the designation of Designated Rustic Roads and Candidate Roads in
Frederick County and submit recommendations to the County Executive and County
Council;

4) [[Assist the County with]] Advise the County on the protection of Designated Rustic
Roads and Candidate Roads, to include the review of proposed substantial changes to
these roads;

5) Develop and encourage community efforts and resources for action on Desighated
Rustic Roads;

6) Consult with County staff, the County Executive, and the County Council as requested
relative to specific rustic road preservation issues and related needs that may arise.

7) Develop advisory standards and practices to be considered to maintain Designated and
Candidate Rustic Roads, promote preservation, maintain the roads’ eligibility, preserve
character defining features, and ensure safety. The advisory standards and practices will
also identify actions that are not considered maintenance, but changes or modifications
that may negatively impact features that contribute to a rustic road’s eligibility for
designation.

(E) In fulfilling its duties and responsibilities under this Article, the Rustic Roads Commission may
consult and cooperate with federal, state, county, city, town, or other governmental or public
agencies, commissions, and committees, citizens, community groups, academic institutions, and
other entities on matters relating to rustic roads.
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(F) The Division of Planning and Permitting will serve as staff to the Rustic Roads Commission, with
a representative of the Division of Public Works assigned to the Rustic Roads Commission for
advisory purposes.

(G) When Frederick County receives a petition to open, close, or alter a Designated or Candidate
Rustic Road, the petition will be submitted to the Rustic Roads Commission for timely comment.
Any comments from the Commission will be included in the staff report submitted to the County
Executive and County Council.
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Background Since 2013 Frederick County’s Office of Highway Operations (OHO) has been contracting the
repairs of select tar and chip roads. The repair contract includes a paver, roller, an operator, and a laborer which
are utilized to make asphalt repairs to the tar and chip roads. These repairs include wedge and leveling as well
as structural patching and overlay. A newly executed contract has added line items for roller and truck rentals
to the contract. Since the improvements are substantial and more permanent then that performed by grader
paving, staff has elected to develop an In-house Patching & Paving Procedures to develop road selection,
construction and testing procedures for the tar and chip roads.

Scope/ Purpose To provide standard procedures for the selection, design, improvements to and testing of tar
& chip roads. These policies and procedures are applicable to Frederick County’s in-house patching and paving
projects that require the use of a third-party paving operator, assistant, and paver for the purpose of ensuring
quality control of materials and hot mix asphalt placement for repair of tar and chip roads.

Responsibilities Department Head-Department of Highway Operations and Facility Maintenance: Shall
provide program oversight as well as signing authority regarding the implementation of the procedures outlined
in this policy in the event the DPW Division Director is unavailable. Superintendent Highway Operations:
Shall provide oversight of the minor changes to procedures including geometric changes as outlined below and
insure that all reports and approvals are properly documented and archived. District Supervisor of Highway
Operations: Shall provide daily oversight regarding the implementation of the procedures as outlined in this
policy and conduct a policy review every three (3) years or as needed.

Procedure
1) Road Selection: Selection of candidate roads is a collaborative effort between the OHO and the Office

of Transportation Engineering (OTE). The two offices meet quarterly to evaluate candidate roads for
the Pavement Management Program (PMP). Tar and Chip roads are first evaluated by the Agile Assets
Software Program to determine their Pavement Condition Index (PCI) or condition. From this list, OTE
determines which tar & chip roads will be chip sealed as a part of the CIP. These roads are not covered
by this policy. The remaining roads are then evaluated by OHO where, geometric and documented
safety issues (including school bus routing), documented resident complaints, snow route priority and an
even distribution among the Highway Districts are considered. A second roads list is developed based
on available funding and work load for the fiscal year. This determines the roads that will be paved by
the third party paving contractor and OHO staff. This list will be presented to the Roads Board at the
March meeting of each year. Roads requiring extensive reconstruction and/ or design shall not be
candidates for OHO in-house paving.

Il
E
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2) Pre-Paving Work: Prior to paving, culvert pipes are inspected and replaced as needed. Roadside
swales are re-established to provide positive drainage, safety spot improvements are made, tree
trimming (in accordance with the County’s Roadside Tree Trimming Procedures), and mowing take
place. Additionally, sections of road requiring widening are identified and evaluated. Considerations
for widening include the following: Available Right of Way, provide 2 car pass-ability (16> minimum
pavement width)', areas where there is a history of vehicles running off the edge of the pavement or
where additional width is required for other safety concerns. These areas will be identified and
documented prior to construction. The Superintendent will approve the widening list which will be
archived in the OHO files for each road. Questionable areas will be forwarded to the Department Head
who will make a final determination. In no case, will a road be widened without written approval on
file. Existing conditions of the road, including pavement and swale width with pictures will be
documented prior to construction. Documentation shall start at the beginning of the project
limits, typically the center of the intersection of a cross street, proceeding through the project site
and 100’ intervals.

3) Design: As stated in /) Road Selection, above, if a road requires pavement design (i.e. FDR),
stormwater management or extensive erosion and sediment control measures, it will not be a candidate
for in-house paving and not be subject to this policy. Minor geometric improvements that are within the
expertise of OHO will not exclude a road from this program. These are improvements that may require
permits for tree removal and waterway construction but do not require a grading permit. Improvements
may include the following:

a. Laybacks for pipe replacements and extensions
b. Improved pavement cross section
c. Minor widening to address vehicle safety

Note: Any work outside the County Right of Way requires prior approval of the property
owner.

4) Construction: Office of Highway Operations staff will utilize the paving contract to the extent required
to complete this work while maintaining sufficient staffing to maintain production on other required

I The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) design manual for very low volume roads
(less than 400 average daily trips) suggests 18’ minimum width for even the lowest classification and lowest design speed rural

roadway.
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maintenance activities. In addition to the paver and operator, the contract allows for the use of a roller
and rental trucks as required to free up available staff for other duties. The work zone shall be posted at
least two (2) weeks in advance of the start of construction. Signs shall provide a brief description of the
proposed improvements, estimated start date and contact information for additional information. Signs
shall be posted at each end of the construction zone and at % mile intervals through the work zone for
projects greater than 1 mile in length. In lieu of signs, individual notices can be delivered to each
residence (i.e. door knob hangers).
a. SHA mix designs shall be utilized.
b. Attachment D, Subdivision Construction Inspection General Notes (latest revision)
i. Paving notes only
ii. Exception: Inspection by DECM may be requested, but is not required

Testing: Full time third party inspection services will be provided during paving operations covered by
this policy. This shall include patching operations which utilize the contract paver. Material acceptance
will be accomplished via Material Certifications from the producer’s plant (once per day). Daily reports
submitted by the third party inspector shall follow SHA criteria and include field testing for compaction,
lift thickness, roller pattern, temperature and visual inspection. Thickness checks on wedge courses
shall not be required. Additionally, one box sample per road shall be required to verify the material
certification provided by the producer’s plant. Core samples shall not be required. Daily reports,
compaction test results and plant certifications shall be kept on file in the OHO office.
Test Results: The results of all tests shall be reviewed by OHO staff for quality control purposes as
soon as they are available. The following steps may be undertaken should one or more tests fall below
acceptable levels:
a. Paving operations should be halted until a determination of the failure has been determined and a
resolution is in place.
b. Subgrade failure: monitor pavement section.
¢. Workmanship: Replace operator with a more experienced operator until additional training can
be provided. Monitor pavement section.
d. Material: Confirm proper plant mix with box sample. Notify plant if mix does not meet SHA
requirements. Obtain compensation from plant for poor material. Monitor pavement section.
Failed pavement sections: Failed sections shall be monitored monthly for 1 year then every 6 months
thereafter for signs of failure to include cracking, slippage and settlement. Operations staff shall repair
failed sections when the surface fails to provide a non-deteriorating riding surface or fails to meet the
requirements / specifications listed in this policy.




Docusign Envelope ID: 1852F397-D3EB-414B-8D03-B3095666BBF9

385 Montavii Lane, Sults 200 STANDARD
Frederick, Maryland 21702
PROCEDURES

Effective
Date:

Page 10f 8 Tractor and Boom Mowing for

DMSIWW Vegetation Control

el B IEEEERRRE—————

L. Purpose: To assist Office of Highway Operations (OHO) employees in the promotion of traffic
and pedestrian safety, this procedure establishes guidelines for the maintenance of roadside
vegetation. The goal of the maintenance effort is to provide a clear zone in the travelway to
accommodate the safe operation of vehicles, cyclists, pedestrians, and others who use the right of
way It also provides guidance for maintenance crews regarding safe mowing, brush cutting, and other
methods to control roadside vegetation. Furthermore, this procedure addresses limits of vegetation
control with respect to the public travelway, furnishes a recommended schedule for tractor and boom
mowing, and provides for recognition of property owners’ requests for specific action or non-action by
OHO staff.

Dec. 7, 2021 Subject:

(See the Highway Operations Mower Training Program Standard Procedures for additional information
regarding the safe operation of the mower.)

A. Definitions
1. Boom mower: Tractor with an articulating arm with a mower attachment for reaching

behind guardrails or roadside banks.

2. Clear Sight Lines: Sight lines established along a travelway so that the driver of a
vehicle can see oncoming traffic that may otherwise be obstructed.

3. Clear Zone: An area that is clear of obstacles such as tree limbs, branches and
vegetation that may impede a vehicle on the travelway. Required dimensions with respect
to this procedure are included in the attached exhibits.

4. Dedicated right of way: An area, typically over the surface of land, that has been
dedicated to public use through plats or deeds which allows for use by others for a specific
purpose subject to the fee simple property interests of the adjacent landowner

5. Invasive species: Plants, animals or pathogens that are not native to the ecosystem
under consideration, and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause harm. Lists of
invasive species may be found on the U.S. Department of Agriculture WEB site: National
Invasive Species Information Center (NISIC)

6. Noxious weed: a weed which is considered to be harmful to the environment or
animals, especially one which may be the subject of regulations governing attempts to
control it. Maryland Department of Agriculture: Noxious Weeds in Maryland

7. Prescriptive right of way: The right to use of another's land, which has been
established by exercising this right over a period of time. For many Frederick County

— —
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Roads, this is the only type of right of way that exists and is generally recognized as being
the width of the travelway and may also extend to include roadside ditches if maintained by
the County or other public entity. This may include installed driveway culverts . The
adjoining property owner(s) retain fee simple ownership of the underlying property.

Dec. 7, 2021 Subject:

8. Public travelway: The travel surface of a public road which may consist of concrete,
asphalt tar and chip or gravel.

9. Recovery Zone: An area adjacent to the public travelway that facilitates the safe
recovery of a vehicle that leaves the travelway.

10.Rural Road: Those roads listed on Exhibit “B” of Resolution No. 02-23 of the Board of
County Commissioners of Frederick County, Maryland with an effective date of September
24,2002, as amended from time to time.

11.Safe Sight distance: A distance which provides adequate time for a vehicle to see an
object such as a pedestrian or another vehicle and take such action as required to avoid a
collision. The distance required is determined by the speed of the vehicle(s). Minimum
sight distance listed in the Frederick County Roads and Streets Design Manual is 200 feet
for stopping and 300 feet at intersections. Required distance increases with speed.

12.Shoulder: An area immediate adjacent to the travelway. This area may be paved,
gravel or grass, which may also constitute a Recovery Zone.

13.Tractor mower: A tractor with a side mounted mower deck used for roadside mowing
where the terrain is relatively flat.

Il. Background/Program Objectives: Highway and street agencies facilitate roadway safety with
a sound maintenance program. Employees of local road agencies are responsible for reviewing their
roads and rights-of-way to identify hazards and foster safe conditions for the public and employees.

Uncontrolled vegetation may be hazardous for many reasons: trees close to the road can present a
fixed object hazard; tall grass, weeds, brush, and tree limbs obscure or limit a driver’s view of the road
ahead, including traffic control devices, approaching vehicles, wildlife, pedestrians, and bicycles.
Controlling vegetation helps reduce crashes and injuries.

A. Objectives
The benefits achieved by meeting these objectives are clear sight lines, improved drainage

conditions, an unobstructed travelway for all vehicles, including farm equipment, emergency

—
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responders and County snowplows, which require a clear height of up to seventeen feet for
winter operations, when plow and salting operations require a raised truck bed and a safe area
of refuge for bicyclists and pedestrians.

1. Clear Sight Lines - Tall grass, weeds, and brush along the shoulder, ditch, and back
slope areas of a roadside can create problems. Tall grass may hide low fixed-object
hazards, such as culvert headwalls, drainage inlets, guardrail ends, and the object markers
in front of them, as well as wildlife and livestock. High grass can also obscure the edge of
pavement and shoulder condition. OHO performs shoulder and roadside maintenance,
such as grading or mowing, to define the edge of shoulder and ditch so that motorists can
see the shape, condition, and limits of the roadside.

2. Horizontal Curves - On the inside of horizontal curves, vegetation growth close to the
pavement edge can block a driver’s view of motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians
traveling in the same or opposite direction. Maintaining roadsides so headlights and
taillights are visible around the inside of horizontal curves increases horizontal sight
distance.

3. Drainage - Weeds, turf, and sod can interfere with roadside drainage. A high shoulder
creates a secondary ditch along the edge of the road which may damage the pavement.
Water on the pavement due to high shoulders causes safety problems, including
hydroplaning and isolated icy conditions during winter. Grading is necessary to ensure the
shoulder continues the slope from the road crown smoothly.

4. Side Road Visibility - The potential for vehicle crashes increases at intersections. Safe
and efficient vehicle movement through an intersection requires good visibility. As drivers
approach an intersection, they need to check each quadrant of the intersection for entering
vehicles. Similarly, drivers pulling out from a STOP sign need a clear view of oncoming
traffic. OHO strives to maintain clear site distance at each corner of the intersection for
driver safety.

5. Maintained Shoulder area — Providing a mowed shoulder along the road provides an
area for vehicles to pull off the road to allow oncoming traffic to pass. It also provides a
safe area of refuge for bicyclists and pedestrians from vehicular traffic on narrow roads.

B. Benefits
Mowing rights-of-way regularly and consistently:
1. Ensures regulatory and wayfinding signs are visible to drivers.
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A.
the growing season, discourages fast growing invasive tree species from becoming established.
If allowed to establish, trees such as Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven), Bradford pear, and Bamboo can
quickly spread, requiring considerable manual labor to keep them from overhanging the road and
entering the clear zone. (See Exhibits 1 and 2.) Mowing of brush and undergrowth also provides
a safe, accessible work area for tree trimming operations.

B.

Techniques:

2. Ensures road users (vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians) are visible to drivers.

3. Helps pedestrians and bicyclists see motor vehicles and provides an area of safe refuge
on narrow road segments.

4. Improves driver sighting of livestock and wildlife near the road.
5. Ensures sidewalks and pedestrian paths are free and clear of overhanging vegetation.

6. Removes trees close to the roadway that may cause property damage or severe injury if
struck.

7. Keeps edge-of-road shoulder area clear of obstructions to maintain a recovery area for
vehicles that veer off the road.

8. Improves winter road maintenance in snow and ice areas.
9. Helps drainage systems function as designed.
10.Preserves pavements through daylighting and root system control.

11.Controls noxious weeds and invasive tree species, in accordance with local laws and
ordinance, reducing the need for herbicides.

Bank Mowing - Mowing of banks, predominately by boom mowers towards the end of

Roadside Mowing —
1. General - Mowing of flatter, roadside shoulder areas will be performed by tractor
mowers, making single or double five (5) foot passes depending on schedule and time of
year. Holding to the established frequency maintains sight distance, controls turf to

I

|
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maintain adequate drainage, provides a safe area of refuge for pedestrians and cyclists
and provides a recovery area for vehicles.

2. Rural Roads - those roadways within the Rural Roads program, generally narrower with
lower traffic count, are suitable for single pass mowing unless different treatment is

warranted due to
a) The presence of Dedicated Right of Way.

b) Intersection sight distance
c) An adjoining property owner request pursuant to section V.C.3, below
C. Roadside Tree Maintenance - One of the most common causes of fatal and serious

injury crashes on rural roads involves vehicles leaving the road and striking a tree. The concept
of a clear or recovery zone -- an area adjacent to the travelway where slope, surface, and an
absence of fixed objects can permit recovery of a vehicle that leaves the roadway -- is important
for providing a safe roadside. Trees are potential hazards because of their size and location with
respect to vehicular traffic. Trees larger than four inches in diameter can be a hazard to a vehicle.
The closer trees are to the travel lane, the more likely a vehicle is to strike them.

Isolated trees provide a better opportunity for removal compared to forest conditions, where
removal involves significant cost. OHO recognizes that removing individual trees may be
controversial and bases its decisions to proceed with removal primarily upon potential crash
frequency and severity. OHO assigns trees closest to the road removal priority; assesses trees
in critical locations, such as curves and intersections, for removal; and pays particular attention

to trees that drivers have previously struck.

1. Snagging occurs when a vehicle undercarriage catches on a stump or other object.
Generally, any stump higher than four inches above the surrounding ground can cause

snagging.

a) Cut trees close to the ground so that no stump remains as a fixed object
or snagging hazard or schedule the stump to be ground flush.

b) Cut small-diameter trees no more than four inches from the ground.

c) Cut large-diameter trees flush with the ground.
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D.
way cast shadows on the pavement (trees growing on the south side of the road cause this issue),
freeze/thaw cycles may create isolated icy patches on the pavement. Since the rest of the road is
dry, drivers do not anticipate these icy patches and loss-of-control crashes result.

d) Cut trees of any size growing on a slope flush with the ground.

e) Remove all trees within the clear zone when they are small saplings rather
than small trees. At that time, they are easy to cut off at ground level and cause no
stump problems.

2. Fell and dispose of via approved methods any dead and leaning trees within the road
right-of-way that endanger the traveling public.

3. Contact property owners prior to removal of any potentially hazardous trees outside the
right-of-way. Note that an emergency may warrant immediate OHO intervention.
Documentation is especially important in these situations. OHO must maintain records
regarding receipt of emergency notice, date of review, OHO employees involved in
resolution, and other relevant facts.

Winter Maintenance - When trees and shrubs (particularly evergreens) in the right-of-

1. Work on the south and west sides of the roads first if time and money for brushing are
limited.

2. “Daylight” by cutting taller vegetation to enable the sun to help with thawing and ice
control (and generally to help preserve pavement).

3. In areas receiving heavy snow, provide vegetation clear zones for snow storage.

4. In the fall, when crews perform winter maintenance dry runs, identify dead limbs
overhanging the road and remove. Dead branches overhanging roadways are problematic
because winter snow and ice accumulate on the dead branches and the extra weight often
causes them to fall on the roadway and traffic.

Resources:

OHO utilizes tractor mowers and boom mowers, as well as mowing contractors, to control vegetation
along County rights-of-way. Contractors or Homeowner's Associations primarily mow medians because
the County does not have the equipment to maintain this part of the right-of-way safely, nor does it
have enough median area to justify the purchase of this type of equipment.
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Tractor mowers mow the flat shoulder areas. These mowers can mow a five-foot-wide pass, mowing
one or two passes per mowing, depending on the time of year. Boom mowers mow hard-to-reach
areas, such as behind guardrail, around culverts and headwalls, and along the steeper banks where
the deck on the tractor mower cannot reach. When mowing in high-traffic or high-posted-speed roads,
OHO may employ a chase vehicle with warning lights to enhance safety.

V. Operations:

OHO utilizes tractor mowers to make single or double five-foot-wide passes to the roadside to control
vegetation.  For those areas the tractor mower cannot reach (behind guardrail, around
culverts/headwalls, and on banks), OHO will use boom mowers.

A. Various factors influence off-the-road-edge limit decisions:
1. Safe sight distance around curves and at intersections.
2. Visibility of traffic control devices, such as regulatory signs and roadside delineators.

3. Visibility of infrastructure in the right-of-way, such as culvert headwalls and bridge
abutments, telephone and cable utility boxes and mailboxes.

4. Controlling the growth of trees adjacent to the roadway that may become hazardous to
the traveling public due to their size and/or location.

5. Maintaining a recovery zone for vehicles that may leave the travel surface.

(Exhibits 1 and 2 identify the optimal clear zone dimensions for the safety of the traveling
public, including OHO equipment employed in snow and ice maintenance operatlons
OHO may not always be able to maintain the optimal clear zone, where mowing
operations will need to occur outside the dedicated or prescriptive right-of-way.)

B. Frequency

1. Tractor mowing begins in April with the objective of making a pass every four to six
weeks. The primary purpose of the tractor mower is to maintain clear sight distance, keep
drainage swales open, and clear the recovery area of vegetation, brush, and stumps.
Mowers will make a single pass while vegetation is growing rapidly. They will then make a
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C.
understands that some property owners may request assistance from its workforce to provide
maintenance of roadside vegetation.

double pass during the slower summer months, except for areas specifically exempt for
Rural Roads per section I11.B.2.

2. Boom mowers will mow banks and behind guardrail yearly, or more often where sight
distance is a major issue. OHO may mow other locations once every two to four years due
to scheduling, weather, or equipment availability.

3. Tree trimming begins early December and continues through mid-April. OHO inspects
roads to identify overhanging limbs, sight distance issues at intersections, dead trees, and
trees affected by scheduled road improvements. Tree trimming will continue to a lesser
extent throughout the remainder of the year, as OHO identifies issues when trees are in full
foliage, after storm damage, or upon receipt of citizen complaints.

Property Owner Requests - OHO respects the rights of property owners and

1. OHO does not mow outside the right of way if the area is mowed by the property owner.

2. OHO approves “no mow" requests along individual properties on a case-by-case basis if
the property owner maintains their frontage to OHO standards, for the safety of all who utilize
the road network. For these cases, the property owner must complete a No Mow Request
form which must be approved by the Division of Public Works.

3. OHO approves requests to mow farther off the road edge on a case-by-case basis, when
there is a definitive safety benefit to the County, such as increasing sight distance, enlarging
the recovery area, or eliminating overhanging trees. For these cases, the property owner
must complete a liability waiver before OHO equipment may enter upon private property.
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