
























Frederick County Board of Appeals 

To whom it may concern,  

 

Good Neighbor Camping Ministries 

I’ve had the pleasure to meet Gene Cregger and his family many years ago and fully agree with his plans 

to open up a Christian community camp. The Creggers are caring and compassionate people and want to 

help the kids in the community. The Creggers have invited my family over to little events which they have 

hosted at their house. I have known them for about 6-7 years now and they have always been very 

respectful and kind to me.  

The Creggers want to open up their private property to let others enjoy a little slice of Frederick county’s 

countryside. I don’t see the Creggers hosting these camps for any personal financial reasons. Again, 

please consider this family to operate a community camp.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ben Marshall / Soil Scientist – Woodsboro resident 



           9/19/2024 

 

Dear Sir/Ma’am, 

I am writing to address the Frederick County officials who are considering the fate of 
Good Neighbor Camping Ministries. 

I lived and worked in Frederick County for several over 30 years.  I was transferred to Frederick 
while serving in the U.S. Navy in 1992 and served as the local Navy Recruiter.  While living in 
northern Frederick County, I met the local residents and their families.  I was very happy to see 
how involved everyone was as a community, and how much interest everyone had in raising their 
families. 

I met my wife while living in Frederick, and we have raised our family in these communities as 
well.  I retired from the Navy in 2004 and became a Frederick County Deputy, where I worked 
for the next 20 years.  While serving as a deputy, I met Gene and Sharon Cregger, who are the 
directors of Good Neighbor Camping Ministries.  As a Deputy Sheriff who believed heavily in 
community policing, I immersed myself into neighborhoods and tried to speak with the youth 
quite often.  It has been my belief that when you display an interest in the community’s youth, 
you provide a positive influence and are a role model for them.  

I was speaking with Mr. Cregger one afternoon, and he asked if I would speak to the group of 
children who were members of the Good Neighbor Camping Ministries.  I gladly agreed to come 
and speak with them.  Being able to address a young group of children, had two benefits for me, 
it allowed them to see a law enforcement officer in a positive environment, and I was able to 
answer any questions they might have. 

I have watched the county grow and the attitude of unguided youth change in our county.  I 
believe that if we, as a community, don’t have an alternative to sitting in their rooms and playing 
video games, the future of our children is  bleak.  I believe the educational benefits of GNCM 
offers the youth of Frederick County will have amazing long term effects on anyone who has the 
pleasure of being a part of the experience. 

GNCM will provide children the opportunity to connect with nature, camping, fishing and each 
other while being guided and supervised by loving and caring adults.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Jeffrey Openshaw 



 
 

From: jen leckfamily.net 
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 6:35 AM 
To: mpaone@frederickcountymd.gov <mpaone@frederickcountymd.gov> 
Subject: Good Neighbor Camping Ministries  
  
Hello Mr. Paone and Board Of Appeals Members, 
 
My name is Jennifer Leck and I am a Frederick County resident. 
I fully endorse and support the work of Good Camping Ministries and Gene and Sharon 
Cregger. 
 
I believe that Good Neighbor Camping Ministries will be an asset to the Keymar area and 
surrounding community.  Gene and Sharon are wonderful people, trustworthy 
,  responsible, conscientious and committed to being "Good Neighbors" to those they will 
serve in their ministry and who live in the surrounding area.  As they have lived in Keymar 
for many, many years - they also want to keep their community peaceful and secure for all 
residents.  The focus of Good Neighbor Camping Ministries is to invest and develop in 
youth to become the type of neighbors every community welcomes! 
 
Thank you for giving your time to hear this matter and giving it your thought and 
consideration.   Frederick County is a wonderful place to live and raise a family.  Your 
service to us, its residents, is appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Leck 
10375 Hedgeapple Bend 
New Market MD 21774 
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From: Karen Joy Nania <karendorelle@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, September 22, 2024 11:34 PM 
To: Paone, Michael <MPaone@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Sharon Cregger <sharoncregger@gmail.com> 
Subject: Camp Endorsement 

 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  

Dear Sirs  
As a professional family counselor I cannot underscore enough the need for 
restorative camp experiences for young people today. 
So many teens just need the encouragement of 
other teens and caring adults in an outdoor setting to make a major difference in 
their  lives.  Depression and suicide and purposelessness are circumvented when these 
precious young people are introduced to a fun meaningful and rewarding few days in the 
open. 
Several years ago I had the pleasure of spending a weekend at one of the Cregger fishing 
camp weekends at a lake there in Maryland and was given an opportunuty to meet with the 
attending teens individually.. it meant so much to every one of them to have someone 
listen to them and get some validation, hope and redirection.   
To actually have a place to camp and hang out in a wholesome environment consistently 
would  mean so much to the 
young people there in the area and very definitely help them to be more productive and 
encouraging to others in the  community. 
The Creggers are an amazing couple who care about potential being achieved for the teens 
and for the area. They know how to lead their staff and campers by their own example of 
diligence, resourcefulness, self discipline and excellent character. 
I definitely support them in this endeavor and endorse what they have done, are doing and 
will do as this effort is allowed to go forth. 
Sincerely, 
Karen Joy Nania 
MA Pastoral Counseling  
Instructor at TCCTC  
Tallahassee, Florida  
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Michael Paone 

Frederick County Board of Appeals 

September 22, 2024 

 

 

Dear Mr. Paone, 

Hello my name is Katherine Fuss and I am President of the Frederick County 4-H Camp and Activities 

Center. As a member of the community and the leader of the Frederick County 4-H Camp and Activities 

Center I have come to know the importance and necessity of a safe place for kids to be able to learn and 

grow in their out of school education. Our friends at Good Neighbor Camping Ministries have that same 

intention. Good Neighbor Camping Ministries will be giving the youth on this side of Frederick County a 

safe place for recreational activities and learning. We ask that you please consider the case for Good 

Neighbor Camping Ministries in their favor. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katherine Fuss 

 

 



 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Martica Marin <tica.marin@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 9:48 AM 
To: Paone, Michael <MPaone@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Letter of Endorsement for Good Neighbor Camping Ministries 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
 
 
Name: Adrian and Martica Marin 
Address: 131 Ingobert Pl. Bogart, GA 30622 Agenda Item: Case B-24-18 B276681 Good Neighbor 
Camping Ministries 
 
Dear Mr. Paone, 
 
It is with great pleasure that we write to provide our endorsement for Good Neighbor Camping 
Ministries and their initiative to create a space for wellbeing, growth, and inspiration in the local 
community. The leadership involved in this endeavor are people we have known for the past 20 years 
and know them to be ethical and selfless leaders who are always looking for ways to leave this world a 
better place. 
 
We believe this camp ground will be beneficial for the children who visit it. It is scientifically proven that 
connecting with nature is beneficial for the development of children and to be able to provide these 
opportunities is essential to the future of our communities as these children learn important values that 
will serve them, their families, and their communities for decades to come. 
 
Even though we live far away (in Georgia), we have been able to visit the site and follow the progress 
through weekly updates. To see this campground coming together in such a sustainable way and with 
the help of donations and volunteers tells me that those who value this community are ready to help 
make it happen. 
 
We appreciate your support as well so that Good Neighbor Camping Ministries might continue doing 
good for the wonderful people of Frederick County. 
 
Warm regards, 
The Marin Family 
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From: Mark Eyler <mark@tliconstruction.net>  
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 11:44 AM 
To: Paone, Michael <MPaone@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Case No B-24-18 B276681 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  

Hi, 
  
With regard to the subject case, my wife and I would like to express our support for Mr. Cregger’s 
desire to provide a campground at 12505 Cregger Road, which is directly located across Cregger 
Road from our property at 11993 Cregger Road.  Mr. Cregger is a wonderful neighbor with a great 
sense of responsibility and his desire to provide outdoor space to children who are unable to 
experience “country life” should be admired and not ridiculed. 
  
Sincerely, Mark & Tammy Eyler 
  
Mark A. Eyler 
Sr. Project Site Superintendent 
Cell:  240-855-3320 
Office:  303-792-8233 
mark@tliconstruction.net 

 
3610 Central Avenue, Suite 400, Riverside, CA 92506 | 951.289.4495 CELL 951.903.0071 
7900 E. Union Avenue, Suite 1100, Denver, CO 80237 | 303.792.8233  
www.tliconstruction.net 
SBA 8(a) * Minority Owned * Woman Owned Small Business*Economically Disadvantaged Woman-Owned Small Business      
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From: John Reever -State Police- <john.reever@maryland.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, September 22, 2024 11:16:53 AM 
To: Paone, Michael <MPaone@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: goodneighborcamp@gmail.com <goodneighborcamp@gmail.com> 
Subject: Endorsement : Gene & Sharon Cregger Camp  
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  

To: Michael Paone                                                                                                                                       

  

Thank you for your time and consideration for the project of Mr Gene & Mrs Sharon Cregger as 

it regards to their camp site. I wanted to share my thoughts and experiences on this matter, and to do so 

I would like to start off with my information so you have a better understanding of who and where this 

endorsement comes from.  

My name is John Reever, I’ve been a State Trooper for 13 plus years and my wife and I have 

three children together under 10 years old. I grew up in New Midway, my wife is from Woodsboro, 

Frederick County, Maryland and we currently reside in Thurmont, Frederick County, Maryland. Over the 

years as a State Trooper I have had the privilege to work in many different areas and Counties within 

Maryland. All of those areas were different in many ways, to mention a few they all displayed different 

social, economic, and ethnic diversity’s. However there are some similarities that all areas share. One of 

which would be the need for safe and healthy youth development areas and activities. It is no secret 

that in today’s society the youth have become more aggressive and dependent on technology. Whilst 

there are positives that can be had from the aforementioned statement, I have firsthand seen and dealt 

with the negatives. An example of what I have personally seen and dealt with; on more than one 

occasion I have encountered a youth that has walked the streets out of sheer boredom and has been 

influenced by the lack of positive opportunities available and subsequently sought out criminal behavior 

as a means to occupy there time. Which leads the youth down a very negative path for both them and 

their society/neighborhood they live in. Too many times I have seen our youthful members of society 

gripped by the drug epidemic. On many occasions I have had the opportunity to speak with them and 

ask why?. To my dismay, too many times the answer has been “I was bored and experimented with 

drugs as a result.” Mr and Mrs Cregger have an opportunity to not take from society, but to give the 

youth of our society a place to go where they can engage in a positive constructive behavior and allow 

them the opportunity to experience the outdoors. This is in reminisce of many current state wide 

programs, many of which the Maryland State Police, and many other Allied agencies, participate in 

multiple times a year. To mention a few: shop with a cop, fish with a cop, big brother big sister, and 

many more. This camp would provide our youthful members of our community an opportunity that 

otherwise they may never have to connect with other positive role models in society and a safe, healthy 

alternative to the current status of too many of our youth today. As a father of three children, Mr and 

Mrs Cregger have allowed me and my wife to take our children fishing. I can tell you that since I have 

been afforded this opportunity, our children who once were infatuated with TV and video games, now 

ask to go over and fish or walk around the pond area looking for frogs. This camp has provided a healthy 

outlet for my children’s imagination and allowed them to ask questions about nature and experience 

nature in a safe environment.  

mailto:john.reever@maryland.gov
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In conclusion, as a State Trooper and a father, I see firsthand, many many positives from what 

Mr and Mrs Cregger are attempting to do that would directly and beneficially affect our community. 

There is an old saying that I’ve seen firsthand come to fruition. If you give a man a fish he will eat for a 

day, teach a man to fish he will eat for a lifetime. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter, I am confident that the members of 

our community share the same desire to see our youth become a positive member of our society and 

see the necessity of having a safe, healthy, and positive environment to cultivate so.   

 
--  
Respectfully,   
Senior Trooper John Reever #5910 
Maryland State Police Frederick Barrack 
301-600-4150 
 



From: Lori Himes <lori@abloomltd.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 3:18 PM 
To: Paone, Michael <MPaone@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Gene and Sharon Cregger property for Good Neighbor Camping Ministries 

 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  

To the Board of Appeals: 
 
RE:  Good Neighbor Camping Ministries  
 
I am writing in support of Gene and Sharon Cregger and their dream of using part of the 
Cregger Family farm as an outdoor primitive camping site for their Christian ministry.  
 I grew up outside of New Midway on a dairy farm. I have known the Cregger family since 
the early 1970s, having attended school with Gene’s ’s younger brother, Evan.  
My entire family has also known the Creggers through the operation of their family 
business in Woodsboro, where they operated a car lot and auto repair garage.They were 
known for their honesty, integrity, and for running a good, multi-generational, family 
business.  
Those family traits have followed Gene and his wife Sharon through the subsequent 
ownership of the car lot, into their daily lives, and forward into the development of the 
Good Neighbor Camping Ministries. This camp will not only keep the rural county aesthetic 
of the family farm, but it will provide an opportunity for children and youth to experience a 
rural, rustic lifestyle through tent camping In a safe and nurturing Christian based 
environment.Children need to learn about nature and the land so they can grow an 
appreciation that continues the good stewardship and faith that the Cregger family exudes 
.  
Speaking on behalf of my husband, Todd, and myself, we feel that the Good Neighbor 
Camp will be a wonderful addition to the community, allowing the land to remain rural, 
mentoring youth through faith, while enjoying the basic simple pleasures of the outdoors.  
 Please take into consideration the benefit of this camp while determining their requested 
variance.  
 Sincerely,  
Lori and Todd Hines  
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