


















September 15th, 2025 
 
Tolson DeSa 
Zoning Administrator 
30 N. Market Street 
Frederick, MD 21701 
 
Dear Mr. DeSa, 
 
We respectfully request that the Board of Appeals reconsider their oral decision made 
on August 28th, 2025. This is regarding case B-25-19. This case involves a request for a 
special exemption for limited agricultural activity, specifically to allow the Phillips 
Family at 2684 Lydia Court, Adamstown, MD, to raise 7 farm animals (5 pigs and 2 
goats or sheep). This issue was first brought to our attention by our bordering neighbor, 
Mrs. Kirkpatrick at 2685 Lydia Ct. During the appeal hearing, new circumstances were 
presented that we were not notified about prior.  
 
The Phillips’ have been raising farm animals without proper permits for the past three 
years starting in the spring of 2022. The enclosure for these animals was located on the 
far southeast corner of their property. The initial year of just sheep did not encroach on 
anyone’s quality of life, except for the noise, which was manageable. However, with the 
addition of pigs, the odors that can be smelled from our yard have been more prevalent. 
 
The prevailing winds in the area are from the South and West, and the pens’ location is 
positioned upwind of our home and that of Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s. I’ve included a map of 
our surrounding neighborhood for reference. Several times during the months of May, 
June and July we could smell the pens from our pool deck, and guests that were visiting 
had also commented if the wind was blowing the wrong way. If we were in the yard 
closer to the pens the smells were quite strong. This is not the same as when the crop 
fields are sprayed with fertilizer and odorous for a couple of weeks in the spring. This is 
a persistent offense that is prominent at a time of year when families are outside the 
most.  
 
We understand that the violation was one of positioning and boundary lines. However, 
the newly proposed location, that we only briefly saw unofficial drawings of, places it at 
a higher elevation and is still upwind of ours and Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s home. While it may 
meet the county’s requirement for zoning, the offending smells will still permeate the 
surrounding areas. Furthermore, it places it closer to dwellings compared to the old 
location.  
 
During the hearing it was brought up that the Phillips’ intended to pour a concrete slab 
with sand to minimize the odor at the new location. However, what was not mentioned 
is that a slab was poured at the first location this spring and did not make a noticeable 
difference in keeping the odors at bay. The adjacent neighbors have both complained 
about the smell, even with measures taken to reduce odors. We also believe the 
witnesses in support of this motion at the hearing (Dodd and Carroll) cannot weigh in 



on this matter, since they live several hundred feet away and are not impacted. (See 
map) 
 
After doing some research, with the help of Commissioner Brad Young, we discovered 
that this new location was not suggested or formally approved by the health department 
or the planning and permitting department. According to Tolson DeSa, the images 
submitted by Mr. Phillips were not to scale and should not be relied upon without a 
surveyor’s permit. In this case, approval was given based on a rough sketch without any 
consideration to the surrounding neighbor’s property. 
 
Respectfully, we support 4H and what it stands for. But allowing 5 pigs to be kept in a 
residential neighborhood like Lydia Ct. creates an eyesore and reduces the quality of life 
for everyone in the surrounding area.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Terry and Rebecca Ali 
2687 Lydia Ct, 
Adamstown, MD 21710 
 



September 16, 2025 

 

Mike and Kerry Phillips 

2684 Lydia Court 

Adamstown, MD 21710 

 

Dear Mike and Kerry, 

 

We would like to inform you that we will be appealing the oral decision made on August 28, 
2025, regarding case B-25.29.  

While we respect your right to farm, we believe that 5 pigs on such a small lot in a 
residential neighborhood is not ideal for the quality of life for the surrounding neighbors. 
We had no issues with the noise the sheep produced; however the odor of the pigs was 
prevalent at times in our yard, deck and pool area.  

 
 

Sincerely, 

Terry and Rebecca Ali 

2687 Lydia Court 

Adamstown, MD 21710 
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