THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE IS JANUARY 20, 2026

ORDINANCE NO. _26-01-001

ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF
FREDERICK COUNTY, MARYLAND

RE: Comprehensive Zoning for the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone — An
Element of the Livable Frederick Comprehensive Plan

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the Frederick County Planning Commission’s
development of the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone - An Element of the Livable
Frederick Comprehensive Plan (Plan), the Planning Commission also engaged in a
comprehensive review of the zoning and land use designations of the properties within the
Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone Planning Area (Planning Area); and

WHEREAS, Planning Department Staff and County property owners requested changes
to zoning and land use designations of numerous properties within the Planning Area; and

WHEREAS, The Frederick County Planning Commission also recommended certain
zoning and land use designation changes when it certified the Critical Digital Infrastructure
Overlay Zone — An Element of the Livable Frederick Comprehensive Plan on November 4,
2025; and

WHEREAS, after providing the required public notice, the County Council conducted a
public hearing on December 16 and 17, 2025, on the proposed Plan; and

WHEREAS, after providing the required public notice, the County Council conducted a
public hearing on December 16 and 17, 2025, concerning the proposed land use and rezoning
designation changes, and overlay application for various properties within the Planning Area;
and

WHEREAS, The County Council considered all of the recommendations of the Frederick
County Planning Commission, the Planning Staff, public comments received as part of the public
hearings of the Planning Commission and the County Council, written correspondence submitted
concerning the Plan and the zoning and land use designation from adjoining planning
jurisdictions, municipalities, affected State and local agencies and interested persons; and

WHEREAS, the County Council conducted is review in sessions open to the public; and



WHEREAS, after the various public hearings, and consideration of all comments and
correspondence received on this matter, the County Council approved changes to the Planning
Commission’s recommended Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone — An Element of the
Livable Frederick Comprehensive Plan and to the recommended land use and zoning
designations; and

WHEREAS, the County Council has determined that the zoning and land use designation
changes set forth in the attached Exhibit A are consistent with the Plan and are designed to create
predictability for the community and the data center industry, and support other industries with
industrial land needs, to best promote health, safety order, convenience, prosperity, and general
welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY
COUNCIL OF FREDERICK COUNTY, MARYLAND that the zoning and land use designation,
as set forth in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference, shall hereinafter
be as designated in the exhibit.

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take
effect on January 20", 2026.

The undersigned hereby certifies that this Ordinance was approved and adopted on the

20" day of January, 2026.

ATTEST: FREDERICK COUNTY COUNCIL

Rh_s e
Ragetn' Cherney Brad W. Young / /
Coupicil Chief of Staff President W

The motion to adopt the zoning changes outlined in Exhibit A was approved by a vote of 5-2.
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