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Council Members Bud Otis, President; M.C. Keegan-Ayer, Vice-President; Tony 
Chmelik, Treasurer; Kirby Delauter, Jerry Donald, Jessica Fitzwater, and Billy Shreve 
were present for the meeting.  
 
Also present were Ragen Cherney, Council Chief of Staff; Michael Chomel, County 
Attorney’s Office; Joyce Grossnickle, Office of the County Executive, and Patti Morrow, 
Recording Secretary.  
 
Council President Otis called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m. in the first floor hearing 
room, Winchester Hall, 12 East Church Street, Frederick, Maryland. 
 
The meeting began with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Boy Scout Cory Breshears. 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to approve the agenda as presented. Council 
Member Donald seconded the motion that passed 6-1 with Council Member Shreve 
opposed. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve  X  
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The following items were considered on the consent agenda: 
 
• #BT-16-144 – Department of Aging, Citizens Services Division 
• #BT-16-146 – Frederick County Public Libraries 
• #BT-16-149 – Housing and Community Development, Citizens Services Division 
• Board of Education Current Expense Fund Amendment #3-16 
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Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Council Member Fitzwater seconded the motion that passed 6-0-1 with Council Member 
Shreve abstained. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve   X 
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Approval of Minutes for January 12, January 19, and February 2, 2016 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to approve the minutes for January 12, January 
19, and February 2, 2016, as presented. Council Member Donald seconded the motion 
that passed 6-0-1 with Council Member Shreve abstained. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve   X 
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Confirmation of Appointments to Boards/Commissions – Joyce Grossnickle, 
Office of the County Executive 

 
Commission on Aging 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to confirm the appointments of Ms. Ann 
McDermott, Ms. Marie Reeves, and Ms. Sandra Wastler to fill unexpired terms to expire 
June 30, 2016, and to serve full three-year terms beginning July 1, 2016, through June 
30, 2019, and the appointments of Ms. Leslie Schultz and Ms. Thea Rhlig-Ruff to fill 
unexpired terms to expire June 30, 2018. Council Member Fitzwater seconded the 
motion that passed 7-0. 
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Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to confirm the appointment of Mr. Viktor 
Kraenbring to fill an unexpired term to expire June 30, 2016, and to serve a full four-
year term to begin July 1, 2016, and expire June 30, 2020. Council Member Donald 
seconded the motion that passed 7-0. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Social Services Board 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to confirm the appointments of Ms. Shelley 
Tinney and Mr. Craig Tyler to fill unexpired terms to expire June 30, 2016, and to serve 
full three-year terms to begin July 1, 2016, through June 30, 2019. Council Member 
Donald seconded the motion that passed 7-0. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   
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Confirmation of Appointments to the Local Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC) – Joyce Grossnickle, Office of the County Executive 
 
Ms. Grossnickle presented County Executive Gardner’s appointments she recently 
made to the LEPC. Ms. Grossnickle requested the Council’s confirmation of the 
appointments as presented. 
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to confirm the appointments to the Frederick 
County LEPC of those listed in the February 16, 2016, letter from County Executive 
Gardner to Chairman Russell Strickland of the State Emergency Response 
Commission. Council Member Donald seconded the motion that passed 7-0. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Elections Update – Stuart Harvey, Board of Elections 
 
Mr. Harvey briefed the Council on a change made recently to the new voting system. 
Early voters will use the same paper ballots as for the regular election. 
 
It was also noted he was in the process of scheduling demonstrations of the voting 
machines in the high schools in Frederick County. 
 
Discussion on Recent Action by the Frederick County Legislative Delegation – 
Council President Bud Otis 
 
Discussion was held on the recent letter the Council sent to the Frederick County 
Delegation expressing disastifcation with its decision to advance legislation stripping the 
county’s authority to set the local hotel tax. 
 
Council Member Shreve moved to take a formal vote on allowing the President of the 
County Council the authority to speak on behalf of the Council on House Bill (HB) No. 
601 and Senate Bill (SB) No. 466 regarding the local hotel tax. Council Member 
Fitzwater seconded the motion that passed 7-0. 
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Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to allow President Otis to go to Annapolis to 
speak on behalf of the Council in opposition to HB 601 and SB 466. Council Member 
Fitzwater seconded the motion that passed 6-1 with Council Member Shreve opposed.   
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve  X  
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Discussion Regarding Deer Hunting and Crop Damage – Council Member Jerry 
Donald 
 
Council Member Donald briefed the Council on the recent changes made by the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) regarding the boundaries that were set during 
the last year’s legislative session. 
 
Council Member Donald moved that he be allowed to draft a letter to the DNR asking 
that the boundaries for the zones be re-drawn to mirror the intent of last year’s 
legislation which allowed deer harvesting on farms using rifles except during the 17 
days of firearms season, when it would again be shotgun only. Council Member 
Chmelik seconded the motion that passed 6-0-1 with Council Member Shreve 
abstained. 
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Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve   X 
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
Third Reading Calendar: 
 

To Consider Bill No. 16-01 - Amend Chapter 1-7.1 of the Frederick County Code - 
Ethics - Council President Bud Otis   
 
Council Member Keegan-Ayer moved to adopt and enact into law Bill No. 16-01. 
Council Member Donald seconded the motion. 
 
A subsidiary motion was made by Council Member Chmelik to postpone action to the 
next legislative day to consider new information that was received by the Council 
regarding Bill No. 16-01. Council Member Shreve seconded the motion that passed 4-3 
with Council Members Otis, Keegan-Ayer and Donald opposed. 
 

 
Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald  X  
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer  X  
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve   X 
Presiding Officer - Otis  X  

 
To Consider Bill No. 16-02 - Special Exception Uses in Connection with Historic 
Structures and Sites – Council Members Jessica Fitzwater (Primary Sponsor) and 
Jerry Donald (Co-Sponsor)) 
 
Council Member Fitzwater moved to continue Bill No. 16-02 to the first legislative day 
after 45 days from today. Council Member Donald seconded the motion that passed  
7-0. 
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Council Members 

 
 

Aye 

 
 

Nay 

Absent/ 
Abstain/ 
Present 

District 1 - Donald X   
District 2 - Chmelik X   
District 3 - Keegan-Ayer X   
District 4 - Fitzwater X   
District 5 - Delauter X   
At-large - Otis    
At-large - Shreve X   
Presiding Officer - Otis X   

 
 (The Council took a break at 5:30 p.m. and reconvened at 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Public Hearings: 
 

Second Reading Calendar: 
 

To Consider Bill No. 16-04 - Revisions to Public School and Library Development 
Impact Fees and Annual Adjustments – Council President Bud Otis (on behalf of 
the County Executive) 
 

Ms. Janice Spiegel, Office of the County Executive, briefed the Council on the revisions 
to the public school and library development impact fees. 
 
Public comment was heard from: 
 

• Melanie Cox – League of Women Voters 
• Chris Hause 
• Missy Dirks – President, Frederick County Teachers Association 
• Mark Lancaster – Frederick County Building Industry 
• Denise Jacoby - Frederick County Building Industry 
• Steve McKay 
• Pam McKay 
• Valerie Dale 
• Traci Tatum – President, PTA Council of Frederick County 
• Kyle Bostian – PTA Council of Frederick County 
• Donald Donahue – Hillcrest Elementary School PTA 
• Kathleen Conlee-Griffin – Urbana Elementary PTA 
• Stan Mordensky 
• Jana Sheffer – President, Frederick High School PTSA 
• Lyssette Colon – President, Hillcrest Elementary PTA 
• Annette Breiling 
• Brent Summers 
• Mark Friis – Rodgers Consulting 
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To Consider Bill No. 16-05 - Regarding Revisions to Adequate Public Facilities 
Ordinance (APFO) School Construction Fees and Annual Adjustments – Council 
President Bud Otis (on behalf of the County Executive) 
 
Ms. Janice Spiegel, Office of the County Executive, briefed the Council on the revisions 
to the APFO school construction fees. 
 
Public comment was heard from: 
 

• Shirley McDonald 
• Steve McKay 
• Kyle Bostian – PTA Council of Frederick County 
• Brent Simmons  
• Annette Breiling 
• Jana Sheffer – President, Frederick High School PTSA 
• Stan Mordensky 
• Valerie Dale 

 
Public Comments 
 

• Melanie Cox – League of Women Voters 
• Brent Simmons 

 
Council Member Comments 
 
Comments were provided by the Council Members. 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Bud Otis, President 

County Council 
 


