Ice Rescue Awareness and Operations
Level Training

Frederick County
DFRS




Course Overview

The information contained In this
presentation Is intended to allow personnel

to assist In an ice rescue situation. It Is not
Intended to train you to attempt an ice rescue
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In being trained to the level of ice rescue
technician, you need to attend and
successfully complete the Ice/Surface Rescue
Technician course.



Course Content

What is the need

Training levels

lce formation/safety

lce rescue equipment

Care for the victim/rescuers
lce Rescue Operations

Scene selup



The need
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When the weather turns cold and ice starts to
form many people are attracted to the ice.
Animals, both domestic and wild, may also
end up Iin trouble on thin ice.

These are the reasons for the need for ice
rescue training.




TRAINING

x There arethree Response levels for ice
rescue (NFPA 1670):
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Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

Scene assessment
Summoning appropriate resources

Implementing site control and scene
management

ldentifying hazards
Determine rescue vs. recovery



Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

Scene assessment
Number and condition of victim(s)

Keep withesses on scene, separate from others if
possible



Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

Summoning appropriate resources

What specific resources are needed to access the
victim/site

Can aerial apparatus get close enough to be deployed
Is the victim submerged dive resources

Can aviation be utilized



Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

Implementing site control and scene
management

Keep would be rescuers from going onto the ice



Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

ldentifying hazards
Is the ice over moving water
Overhead hazards
Steep embankments



Training

x AWARENESS LEVEL

Determine rescue vs. recovery
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Does the victim respond to verbal directions
How long has the victim been in the water
How long has the victim been under the water



TRAINING

x OPERATIONS LEVEL

Operations level ice rescue is shore based and
utilizes reaching or throwing techniques to
recover victims.

The reach and throw techniques for ice rescue are
very similar to those used for static and swift
water rescue.



TRAINING

x TECHNICIAN LEVEL

Technician level ice rescue basically involves two
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location, secure flotation to the victim, and then be
hauled to shore with the victim.



What is safe ice

Generally ice that Is clear and smooth Is
strongest.

The following Is a short list of things that can
cause ice to be weak

Water on the ice

Snow or rain

Temperatures rising and falling
Object sticking up through the ice
Moving water under the ice



Water on ice
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Moving water




Obstructions




Maximum Load Table

lce Thickness Max Load
2 Inches One person
4 inches Group walking
5 inches Snowmobile
8 inches Car

10-12 inches Light Truck



However

If someone has gone through the ice YOU
SHOULD CONSIDER THE ICE TO BE
UNSAFE!!!

Do not go out on the ice or let anyone who Is
not trained and properly equipped to go on
the ice.



x Personal protective equipment
x Personal Floatation devices

x EXposure suits

x Throw bags or rope

x Inflated Fire Hose

x Hand tools

x Ladder

x Other related equipment



