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Animal Welfare Proposed Provisions
Under the Frederick County Code, there are several provisions that provide for the best care
and protection of pets in the community. The revised provisions listed below will aid in
pursuing that goal.
Leash Law Provision
Currently under Frederick Cnty., Md. Code § 1-5-1 (2015), an animal is defined “at large”
whenever it is not on the owner’s property or under the immediate control of a responsible
person capable of physically restraining the animal.
The new proposed provision would require the animal be under the immediate physical control
of a responsible person and restrained by a chain or leash. Exceptions would be necessary to
allow for dog parks and farm animals.
This change is necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of Frederick’s citizens.
Tethering Restriction
Currently, under Frederick Cnty., Md. Code § 1-5-26 (2015), it shall be unlawful for any person
to tether, fasten, chain, tie, restrain or cause a dog to be fastened, chained, tied or restrained to
any stationary or inanimate object by means of a rope, chain, strap or other physical restraint for
the purpose of confinement for more than ten hours, cumulatively in any 24-hour period.
Proposed legislation would shorten that period from ten hours to four hours, cumulatively in
any 24-hour period.
The purpose for this change is to protect the animal from other animals and/or harsh
conditions.
Spay & Neuter Provision
Currently § 1-5-34 (A) (2015) of the Frederick Cnty., Md. Code states, “[a]pplication for dog and
cat licenses shall be made to the Frederick County Animal Control Center or any other
authorized facility accompanied by a license fee of $15 for unaltered dogs and cats for each year;
however, if individual licenses for owned dogs or cats exceed $40, the owner may request a
multiple domestic animal license, or a blanket kennel or cattery license for $40 for each year,
providing the owner gives duplicate copies of the rabies certificates to the County and the
owner notifies the Animal Control Center…”
The proposed legislation would prohibit issuing a multiple domestic animal license or blanket
kennel or cattery license for any animal that has not been spayed or neutered. This will
encourage the practice of spaying and neutering and would reduce the incidences of cats in
shelters. However, if an animal is used for breeding, a nominal fee per animal will be applied.
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