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CHARTER

CHARTER OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND*

;*Ed.r'tor's notes:

Printed herein is the county Charter. The Charter was adopted by the voters on Nov. 6, 1956, History notas show the source of
subsequent amendments. Except for the correction of obviously misspelled words, the Charter is published as found in the 2003
Baltimore County Code, as amended, ’

The original adoption of the Charter was upheld in Connor v, Board of Flection Supervisors of Baltimore County, 212 Md. 379,
129A.2d 396 (1957).

PREAMBLE

We, the People of Baltimore County, in the State of Maryland, in order to obtain the benefits of self-government and hame
rute, do, in accordance with the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland, adopt, ordain and estahlish as our Charter and

form of government this

CHARTER OF BALTIMORE COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ARTICLE L. - NAME AND RIGHTS OF THE COUNTY

Sec, 101, - Body corporate and politic,

. Baltimore County as it now exists constitutes a bedy corporate and politic. Under this Charter it shall have ali rights and
bowers of local self-government and home rule as are now or may hereafter be provided or necessarily implied by this Charter

and by the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland.

Sec. 102. - Exercise of powers.

The powers mentioned in the preceding section shall be exercised only by the county council of Raltimore County, the county
executive and other agents, officers and employees of the county acting under their respective authorities or under such other

authority as may be provided by this Charter or the laws of this state.

Sec. 103. - Name and boundaries.

The corporaté name shall be “Baltimore County, Maryland," and it shall thus be designated in all actions and proceedings
touching its rights, powers, properties, liabilities and duties, lts boundaries and county seat shall be and remain as they are at the

time this Charter takes effect unless otherwise changed in accordance with law.:

ARTICLE II. - THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Sec, 201. - Compasition, mode of election, etc.

(a) Residence requirement. There shall be a county council of Baltimore County composed of seven members, each
' one of wham shall, at the time of his election and for two years prior thereto and during his full term of office,
reside in a different one of the seven councilmanic districts described in Section 206 of this Article.

(b} Mode of election. All members of the county council shali be elected by the vaters in the councilmanic district in
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which they reside, and they shall likewise be nominated as members of the General Assembly are or may be
nominated under provisions of the laws of the State of Maryland.
(Petitioned to referendurm; approved by voters Nov., 1972)

Annotation— Paragraph (b), as it existed befare the referendum of 1972, was interpreted in Gray vs. Board of Supervisors of

Elections, 243 Md. 657, 222 A.2d 176 (1966).
The procedure for selection of the initial council was upheld in Tyler v. Board of Supervisors of Elections, 213 Md. 37, 131 A.2d

247 (1957).

Sec. 202. - Qualifications.

{a} In General. In addition to the requirements of residence as provided inSection 201(a) of this Article, the members of
the county councli shall possess the same qualifications for their office as are provided in the Constltution of the
State of Maryland for the office of state senator.

{b} Other offices. No person shall qualify or serve as a member of the county council while he holds any other office or
employment for profit of or under the state or county, and no member of the county council, during his term of
office, shall be eligible for appointment to any county office, position or employment carrylng compensation except

the office of county executive,

(Bill No. 78, 1978, § 1) {(Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

{c} Change of residence. If any member of the county council during his term of office shall move his residence from
the councilmanic district in which he resided at the tirne of his election, his office shall be forthwith vacated; but no
member of the county council shall be required to vacate his office by reason of any change in the boundary lines

of his councilmanic district made during his term.

Sec. 203, - Term of office; qualifying time.

Members of the caunty council shall hold office for terms of four years commencing at the time of their election and
continuing until their successors shall qualify. They shall qualify on the first Monday in December following their election, or as
soon thereafter as practicable and shall enter upon the duties of their office immediately upon their qualification; provided,
however, that the members of the first county council elected after the adoption of this Charter shall' hold office only until the next

quadrennial election and until their successars have qualified for office.

Sec, 204, - Compensation,

Compensation and allowances to be paid to members of the county council shalf be set as provided in § 10-302 of the tocal

Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended.

(Bill No. 78, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No, 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nowv. 6,
2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec, 205, - Vacancies,

Avacancy occurring in the office of councilmember prior to the expiration of his term shall be filled within thirty days after the
vacancy occurs by appointment by the county executlve of the person whose name shall be submitted to him in writing by the
state central committee members representing the political party to which the previous member befanged, and whose legislative
district is whotly or partially included in the councilmanic district in which the vacancy has occurred. Each of these members is
entitled to one vote for each precinct in which his or her name was on the ballot. If the previous incumbent was nat a member of a
political party, then the county executive shall appoint the person selected by the remaining members of the county coundil. The

member so appointed shall reside in the same councilmanic district as his predecessor and untl his successor shall quallfy.
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{Bill No. 136, 1990, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. &, 1930; effective Dec. 7, 1990)

Sec. 206. - Council districts..

\,

Baltimare County is divided into seven council districts enacted in accordance with Section 207 of this Charter.

{Bill No, 188, 1981, § 2} (Approved by voters Nov. 2, 1982, effective Dec. 3, 1982}

Sec. 207. - Revision of councilmanic districts,

(a) Redistricting commission; compaosition. Not later than March 1 of the year after each decennial census of the United
States, the County Council shall establish, by resolution, a councilmanic redistricting commission. The commission
shall be composed of five members appointed by the County Council. A person who holds elective office is not
eligible for appointment to the commission.

{6y Commission action. The commission shall hold at least three public hearings, and, by October 15 of the year In
which the commission is appoinied, the commission shall recommend to the county council legislation to revise,
arnend, or reconstitute, but not to increase or decrease the number of, councilmanic districts in effect at such time.
The legislation shalt provide for councilmanic districts that are compact, contiguous, and substantialiy equal in

population, and in which due regard is given to current natural, geographic, and community boundaries.

() - Councfi‘action. The county council shall hold one or more public hearings on the recommendation of the
carnmission, and by January 31 of the year following the appointment of the commissian, the council shall adopt a
final redistricting plan by legisiative act adopted by a majority plus one of the total number of county council
members. The final plan may not increase or decrease the number of councilmanic districts in effect at the time.
The plan shall provide for councilmanic districts that are compact, contigucus, and substantially equal in
papulation, and In which due regard is given to current natural, geographic, and community boundaries.

(d)y Final redistricting plan. The final redistricting plan adopted by the county coundil is not subject to the executive veto
provided in Article [lI, Section 308(g), but is subject ta the referendum provision of Article [lf, Section 309.

(Bill No, 78, 1978, § 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978) {Bili No. 67-02, 2002, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov.
5, 2002; effective Dec. 5, 2002)

Editor's note— By BIll 58-11, § 1, the County Council revised and reconstituted the councilmanic districts in accordance with the
2010 census.

Sec. 208. - Sessions of the county council; guorum; rules of procedure.

(8) Total session days. The county council may sit forty-five days in each year for the purpose of enacting legislation;
such legislative days may, but need not, be consecutive,

(b} Repealed by Bili No, 46, 1965,

(©) Monthly legislative session-day. The county council shall also meet on the first Monday of each month for the
purpose of enacting legistation, but if the said first Monday shall be a holiday the said session-day shall be held on
the next succeeding day which is not a holiday.

{d) Meetings, The county council may also meet for the purpose of approving the county budget and performing other
duties properly exercisahle by the county councif under the provisions of this Charter other than enacting
legislation at such other times and at such places as the council may determine,

{e) Emergency sessions. The county council may be called into emergency session for the purpose of enacting -

legistation either by the county executive or by a majority plus one of the total number of county council members
established hy this Charter, provided, however, that before any bill shall be passed at such an emergency session, it
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shall require the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of the total number of county council members established
by this Charter. {Bill No. 78, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

{fi Quorum. At all meetings of the county council, other than emergency sessions, a majority of the total number of
county council members established by this Charter shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. (Bill
No. 78, 1978, & 1) (Approved by voters Nov, 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978}

{g) Rules of procedure. it shall be the duty of the colnty coundil to adopt rules of pracedure.

(Bill No. 93, 1962, & 1; Bili No. 46, 1966)

Cross references; Rules of procedure for county council, app. B.

ARTICLE I, - THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Sec. 301. - Composition,

The legislative branch of the county government shall be composed of the caunty council and the officers and emplayees

thereof,

Sec. 302. - Officers.

(a) Presiding officer. The county council at its first regular session in each calendar year shall elect from its membership
by a vote of the majority of the total number of council members established by this Charter a chairman who shall
preside at all meetings. In the event of his absence or inability to act, the members present, by an order entered in
the journal, shall select one of their number to act as chalrman pro tem, whao, while so acting, shall have all the
authority of the chairman. On all questions before the county council, the chairman pro tem shall have and may
exercise the vote to which he is entitled as a council member. (Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) (Approved hy voters Nov. 7,
1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

{b} Other officers and duties. There shall be a secretary appointed by the county councll, who shall keep minutes of its
meetings, and suth other officers of the county council as may be provided in its rules of procedure. Al officers of
the council shall have such other duties and functicns in addition to those provided herein as may be specified in

such rules.

Sec. 303. - Action by council; committees, appointment of,

The county council shall have the power to create standing committees, All committees shall be appointed by the chairman or
by a majority plus one of the total number of council members established by this Charter. If a committee is created, any meeting
held shall comply with the notice and agenda requirements of Section 308(a} of this Charter. All votes of each member of the
county council or any committee thereof shall be recorded in a permanent recard which shall be available for inspection by the

public.
{Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nav. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Annotation— Practice whereby a counly councilman, with regard to his own district, has primary responsibility for identifying
which proposals in recommended comprehensive rezoning should be adopted did not violate the requirement of § 303 of the
county Charter, prior to the amendment of this section by Bill No. 63, 1974, that the county council act as a body. Nottingham
Village, Inc. v. Baltimore County, 266 Md, 339, 292 A.2d 680 (1972); Ford v. Baltimore County, Maryland, 268 Md, 172, 300 A.2d 204
(1973},

Sec. 304. - Enumerated powers not to be exclusive,
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The enumeration of powers In this Charter shall not be held or deemed to be exclusive, but, In addition to the powers
enumerated herein, implied thereby, or appropriate to the exercise thereof, the county council shall have and may exetcise all
legislative powers which, under the Constitution and laws of this state, it would be competent for this Charter specifically to

“anumerate.

Sec. 305, - Lirmnitation on exercise of county council's powers.

In the exercise of all its powers, the county council shall be subject to the express limitations imposed by this Charter and by
all applicable provisions of the Constitution and laws of this state.

Sec. 306. - Legislative powers of county council.

The county council shall be the elected legislative body of the county and is vested with all the law-making power thereaf,
including all such powers as may heretofare have heen exercised by the General Assembly of Maryland and transferred ta the
people of the county by the adoption of this Charter. The county coundil shall also have and may exercise all legisiative powers
heretofore vested in the county commissioners of Baltimore County, including the power to accept gifts and grants. The county
council may enact public local laws for the county and is authorized to repeal or amend such local laws as have heretofore been
enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland upon matters covered by the Express Powers Act of 1918 (Title 10 of the Local

~Govermiment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland) as now in force or hereafter amended. The county council may also
provide for the enforcement of all ordinances, resolutions, bylaws and regulations adopted under the authority of law by fines,
penalties and imprisonment, within the limits prescribed by law. ( Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective
Dec. 6, 2018)

Annotation— Mandamus will not lie to control the exercise of judgment and discretion by public officials. County Councif of
‘;?altimare County v, Egerton Realty, Inc,, 217 Md. 234, 140 A.2d 511 (1958).
This section cited in Hormes v. Baitimore County, 225 Md. 371, 170 A.2d 772 (1961).

Editor's note— In Chapter 119 of the Laws of Maryland of 2013, Article 25A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957 Edition, was
revised generally as Title 10 of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Cade of Maryland.

Sec. 307, - The Metropolitan District.

(@) In General The Metropolitan District, established by the Acts of the General Assembly of Marytand of 1924, Chapter.
539, commonly known and hereinafter referred to as "The Metropolitan District Act," and now operating pursutant
to said Act as amended, shall upon the adoption of this Charter be under the jurisdiction of the county executive

and the county council instead of the county commissioners as heretofore,

{b) Division of executive and legislative functions. The affairs of the Metropolitan District shall continue, as heretofore,
to be administered as a division of the department of public works, as mare particularly provided in Article V of this
Charter, The county executive, or the chief engineer of the Metropalitan District acting under his authority and
under the supervision of the county administrative officer, shall have in respect of the Metropolitan District all
duties and powers relating to the appointment and discharge of staff, professional and clerical employees, subject,
however, to the merit system provisions of Article VIl hereaf, the preparation of all accounts and reports, the giving
of notices, the fixing of special assessments and connection charges, and all other executive functions relating to
the day-to-day administration of the affairs of the district as may be provided in the Act aforesaid. The county
council shall have in respect of the Metrapolitan District all duties and powers relating to the approval of extensions
to the boundaries of the Metropolitan District, the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness by the
district, and all other legislative functions which prior to the adoption of this Charter were vested In the county
commissioners under the Act aforesaid. ( BillNg. 19-18., § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6,
2018)
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Compensation, The compensation provided in this Charter for the members of the county council and the county
executive having taken into account the nature and extent of their respective duties under this Section, the
members of the county council and the county executive shall receive no additional compensatian for the

performance of their duties provided herein.

Purpose of this section; rules of construction. The purpose of this section is to provide for the orderly transition of
the rights, powers, duties and cbligations of the caunty commissioners under The Metropolitan District Act to the
county council and county executive under this Charter. Except for the provisions of subsection (c) of this section,
nothing contained herein or elsewhere in this Charter shall be held or construed to aiter or amend the provisions of
The Metropolitan District Act, or to enlarge, diminish or change in any manner whatsoever the rights, duties, powers
and obiligations of the mayor and city council of Baltimore under and by virtue of said Act, or the rights, duties,

powers and obligations of any party to any contract made pursuant thereto,

Sec. 308. - Legislative procedure,

(a

{e]

{d)

(e)

(0

Public meetings. Al meetings of the county council or any committee thereof shall be open to the public. Except for
emergency sessions called pursuant to_Section 208(e), at least five calendar days prior to any meeting, a notice of
the meeting shall be submitted to a newspaper of general circulation in the county, and copies of the agenda for
the meeting shall be made availabie for inspection in the office of the county council. The notice shalt state when
and where the meeting is to be held, and shall indicate that copies of the agenda may be inspected at the office of
the county coundil. If an item on the agenda is carried forward to a subsequent meeting to be held withinh five
calendar days, additional notice of agenda sha#l not be required. (Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) {(Approved by voters Nov. 7,
1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978) '

Enacting clause, The style of the enacting clause for all laws of the county councit shall be: "Be it enacted by the

County Council of Baitimore County, Maryland,” and all laws shall be passed by original bill.

Titles. Every copy of each bill shall bear the name of the county council member(s) introducing it and the date of
introduction to the council. Each law enacted by the county coundi] shall embrace but one subject, which shall be
described in its title; and no law, or section of law, shall be revived or amended by reference to its title or section
only. (Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Votes reguired. No bill shall become law nor any action requiring approval of the caunty council become effective
unless it is passed or approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the total number of county council members
established by this Charter, or such greater number as may elsewhere be required in this Charter, and on final
passage of a bill the vote of each member of the county council shall be recorded in the journal, a permanent
record, which shali he available for inspection by the public. {Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978;
effective Dec, 8, 1978)

Publication of county laws, After the introduction of any hill, a notice shall be published at least once on each of two
successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, and copies of the bill shall be made available
for inspection in the office of the county councit and at each branch of the Baltimore County Public Library. One
such notice shall alsa be published within one week after the bill is enacted, and, as soon as practicable, copies of
the act shall be made avallable for inspection in the office of the county council and each branch of the Baltimare
County Public Library. (Bill No. 79, 1978, 8 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Effective date of laws; emergency measures. Ali public local laws and ordinances enacted by the county council shall
take effect forty-five days after enactment, unless by the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of the total number

. of county council members established by this Charter any such law or ordinance shall be declared to be effective

on an earlier or later date, or declared an emergency measure affecting the public health, safety or welfare, in
which [atter event the same shall take effect from the date of enactment. The term "emergency measure" shall not
include any measure creating or abolishing any office or changing the salary, term or duty of any officer, or granting
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any franchise or special privilege, or creating any vested right or interest. (Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1; approved by voters
Nov. 7, 1988; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill Na. 101, 1988, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 8, 1988, effective Dec. 9, 1988,
Bill No. 15-18 , & 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

(g) Executive veto, Upon the passage of ary legislation by the county council, inctuding any public local law, ordinance
or other act having the force of law, with the exception only of such measures as may in this Charter be made
expressly exempt from the executive veto, the same shall be presented within two calendar days to the county
executive for his approval or disapproval, and within ten days after such presentation he shall return any such
legislation to the county council with his approval endorsed thereon or with a statement In writing of his reasons for
not approving the same. Upon approval by the county executive any such legislation shall stand enacted. Any such
legislation presented to the county executive and returned with his veto may be reconsidered by the county council.
His objections shall be entered upon the journal of the council, and, not |ater than at its next regular session, the
county council may consider the enactment thereof notwithstanding the executive veto. The vote of each member
of the county council thereon shall be recorded in the journal, and if a majority plus one of the total number of the
county council members established by this Charter vote in the affirmative, the legislation shall stand enacted.
Whenever the county executive shall fail to return any such legislation within ten days after the date of its
bresentation to him, the secretary of the county council shall forthwith record the fact of such failure in the journal,
and such legislation shall thereupan stand enacted. (Bill No. 101, 1988, § 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 8, 1988;
effective Dec. 9, 1988)

(hy Failure of bilfs. Any bill not passed within sixty-five days after its introduction shall fail. { Bill No. 15-18 , § 1,
approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 309. - The referendum,.

(@) Scope of the referendum. The people of Baltimore County reserve to themselves the power known as "The
Referendum,” by petition to have submitted to the registered voters of the county, to approve or reject at the polls,
any enacted law or ordinance or part of any such law or ordinance of the county council, The referendum petition
against any such law or ordinance shall be sufficient if signed by ten per cent of the qualified voters of the county
calculated upon the whole number of votes cast in the caunty for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial
election. Such petition shall be filed with the board of supervisors of elections of Baltimore County within forty-five
days after the enactment of the laws to be referred to the voters at the next general election. If such a petition is
filed as aforesaid, such law or ordinance or part thereof to be so referred shall not take effect until thirty days after
its approval by a majority of the qualified voters of the county voting thereon at the said next general election;
provided, however, that If r;mre than one-third but less than the full number of signatures required to complete any
referendum petition against such law or ordinance is filed within forty-five days after the date of its enactment, the
time for the Jaw to take effect and the time for filing the remainder of the signatures to complete the petition shall
be extended for an additional thirty days with like effect. An "emergency measure,” or a law or ordinance declared
to be effective on a date earlier or later than forty-five (45) days after enactment, shall remain in force from the date
of its enactment notwithstanding the filing of such petition, but shall stand repealed thirty days after having been
rejected by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon, No law making any appropriation for maintaining the
county government, or for maintaining or aiding any public institution, not exceeding the next previous
apprapriation for the same purpose, shall be subject to rejection or repeal under this section. This increase in any
such appropriation for maintaining the county government or for maintaining or aiding any public institution shall
take effect only as in the case of other laws, and such increase, or any part thereof, specified in the petition may be
referred to a vote of the people of the county upon petition as above provided. (Bl No. 79, 1978, § 1; approved by
voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 101, 1988, 8 1; approved by voters Nov. 8, 1988; effective Dec. 9,
1988)

(b} Form of petition. A petition may consist of several papers, but each paper shall contain the full text of the Act or the
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part of the Act petitioned upon; and there shall be attached to each such paper an affidavit of the person procuring
the sighature therecon that each signature was signed before him, that, to the best of the said person's knowledge,

information and bellef, each signature therean is genuine and bona fide and the signers are registered voters in the
State of Maryland and Baltimore County, as set opposite their names; and no other verification shall be required of
the person procuring the signatures. {Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nav. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

{c} Verlfication and challenge. Within 90 days of the filing of a petition, the board of supervisors of elections of
Baltimore County shall verify the registration of each signator and the form of the petition, and shall repart the
resuits of its verification investigation to the county council. Any court proceedings to challenge the findings of the
board of supervisors of elections must be commenced within 90 days of the date of the report, (Bill No. 79, 1978, &
2) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978}

(d) Furthering legislation. The provisions of this section shall be self-executing; provided, however, that legislation in
furtherance hereof and not in conflict herewith may be enacted by the county council. (Bill No. 104, 1970, § 1; Bill
No. 79, 1978, § 3; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec, &, 1978)

Annotation— Where County Charter designated Board of Supervisars of Elections as agency to receive petitions for
referendum, such board had responsibility to determine validity of signatures thereon. Gittings v. Board of Supervisors of Flections
for Baltimore County, 38 Md. App. 674, 382 A.2d 349 (1978),

Editor's note— The publisher carrected a former reference to “investigation of the county council® in subsection (c) of this section
ta read "investigaticn to the county council” to conform with the language as adopted by the County Council in Bill No. 79, 1878,

Sec, 310. - Noninterference with executive branch.

Unless for the purpose of inquiry or information, neither the county council nor any member thereof shall deal directly with
any officer, agent or employee in the executive branch of the county government other than the county executive. Except through
legislation duly enacted, neither the county council nor any member thereof shall, either directly or indirectly, give orders ta any
officer, agent or employee of the executive branch of the county gavernment, nor shalf they in any manner attempt to influence or
coerce any such officer, agent or employee in the performance of his duties.

Annotation— This section cited in Hormes v. Baltimore County, 225 Md. 371, 170 A.2d 772 {1961).

Sec. 311, - County auditor,

The county council shali by resolution appoint a county auditor who shall hoid office for an indefinite term at the pleasure of
the coundil and shall receive such compensation as the council may determine, He shall be a certified public accountant licensed
for the practice of his profession under the laws of this state, and shall be appointed on the basis of his knowledge of
governmental accounting and auditing and his experience pertaining to the duties of his office. The county auditor may assist the
external auditor in conducting a financial audit required by section 312, The county auditor may also conduct a financial audit of
any organization funded In whole or in part by county funds, if directed by a majority of the county council. Tha county auditor
shali prepare and submit to the county council and the county executive reports in internat accounting control, administrative and
operating practices and procedures, and other pertinent financial and compliance matters. The county auditor's duties may
incjude operational and performance auditing of any office, department cr agency funded in whole or in part by county funds, as
assigned and directed by a majority of the county council by resolution. All records and files pertaining to the receipt and
expenditure of county funds by all officers, agents and empioyees of the county, and all records and files pertaining to
management and performance of the functions and activities of any office, department, or agency funded in whole or in part by
county funds, and all offices, departments, institutions, boards, commissions, and other agencies thereof shall at all times be apen
to the inspection of the county auditor, The County Auditor shall bring to the attention of the council immediately and at the next
legistative session-day and to the attention of the county executive any irregular or improper procedure which he may discover.
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The county council shall have the power to implement the provisions of this section and to assign additional dutles and functions
to the county auditor not inconsistent with those provided herein. All actions of the county caundil pursuant to this section shall be
 exempt from the executive veto.

il No. 79,1978, § 1; approved by voters Nov, 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 105, 1986, § 1; approved by voters Nov, 4,
1986; effective Dec. 4, 1986; Bill No. 129, 1990, § t; approved by voters Nov, 6, 1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 100-96, § 1,
approved by voters Nov. 5, 1996; effective Dec. 5, 1996}

Sec, 312. - External auditor; financial audit.

Afinancial audit for all offices, departments, institutions, boards, commissions, and other agencies of the county government,
except thase whase entire records, accounts and affairs are completely audited by other independent auditors, shall be made
within 6 months following the close of each fiscal year of the county by an independent firm of certified public accountants whose
members are licensed for the practice of their profession under the laws of this state. The selection of such firm and its
employment by contract shall be made by the county executive with the advice and consent of the county council. Al records of
the county auditor and all records and files pertaining to the receipt and expenditure of county funds by all officers, agents and
employees of tHe county and all offices, departments, institutions, boards, commissions, and other agencies thereof shall be open
to the inspection of the auditors conducting the audit. The county council shall have the power to implement the provisions of this

section by legislative act not incansistent herewith, and to require such additional independent audits as it shall deem necessary.

{Bill No. 79, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 129, 1990, § 1; approved by voters Nov, 6,
1990, effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 100-96, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 5, 1996; effective Dec. 5, 1996)

ARTICLE V. - THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Sec. 401. - Composition.

The executive branch of the county government shall consist of the county executive, the county administrative officer, and all
officers, agents and employees under their supervision and authority. '

Sec. 402. - County executive,

{a) Nature and term of office; mode of election; qualifications; salary. The county executive shall be the chief executive

officer of the county and the officlal head of the county government. In such capacity, he shall be the elected

executive officer mentioned in Section 3 of Article XI-A of the constitution of this state. He shall be neminated in the
primary elections in the same manner as other elected county officials and shall be elected on the general ticket by
the qualified voters of the county to serve for a term of four years and until his successor shall he elected and
qualify; provided, however, that the county executive shall be ineligible to serve for more than two consecutive
terms, beginning with the election in 1978. The county executive shall gualify on the first Monday in December
following his election or as soon thereafter as practicable and shall enter upon the duties of his office immediately
upon such qualification. The county executive shall be a qualified voter of the county, not less than twenty-five
years of age, and shall have been a resident of the county for at least five years next preceding his election. He shall
devote his full time to the duties of his office and shall be paid an annual salary pursuant to Section 405 of this
Charter, (Bill No, 80, 1978, 5 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

(hy Vacancy. Whenever for any cause the office of the county executive shall become vacant, the same shall be filled by
the affirmative vote of a majority of the total number of county council members established by this Charter. The
person so elected by the council shall possess the same qualifications for the office as hereinabove provided in
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Section 402{a) hereof, shall belong to the same political party as his predecessor (unless his predecessor was not a
member of a political party) and shall serve the unexpired term of his predecessor and until his successor shall
qualify. {Bilt No. 80, 1978, 8 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

() Temporary absence of county executive. During the temparary disability or absence from the county of the county
executive, the county administrative officer shall serve as acting county executive. If both the county executive and
the county administrative officer are temporarily disabled or absent from the county, the director of budget and
finance, as the acting county administrative officer, shall also serve as acting county executive, unless the county
council designates the head of another office in the administrative services, or the director of public works to serve
as acting county executive. If a county executive fails actively to perform the daily duties and responsibilities of his
office for a continuous perjod of six months, the county executive's office may be declared vacant by the affirmative
vote of a majority of the total number of county council members established by this Charter, and such vacancy
shall thereupon be filled in the manner above provided in Section 402(b} of this Article, An acting county executive
shall have the same rights, duties, powers and obligations as an elected incumbent of said office, exclusive,
however, of the power of executive veto. (Bili'No. 80, 1978, § 1} (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8,
1978; Bill.No. 13-18., 8§ 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018; Bill No. 16-18, § 1; approved
by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018; Bill No. 19-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective
Dec. 6, 2018)

{d) Duties of the office. The county executive shall be responsible for the proper and efficient administration of such
affairs of the county as are placed in the county executive's charge or under the county executive's jurisdiction and
control under this Charter or by law. In addition to and not by way of limitation of the county executive’s general
duties of supervision and management of the executive branch of the county government, the county executive
shall have the following express responsibilities, duties and powers: { Bill No. 16-18 , 8 1; approved by the voters
Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{1) To supervise, direct and control, subject to law and the provisions of this Charter, the administrative services
of the county;

{2) To present to the county council the annual county budget in the manner and form hereinafter in this Charter
provided;

{3) Yo communicate to the county council at least once a year a general statement of the finances, government
and affairs of the county, with a summary statement of the activities of the several departments and offices
thereof;

{4) To present to the county council from time to time such other information concerning the business and affairs
of the county as he may deem necessary, or as the county council by resolution may request, and to
recommend such measures for legislative action as he may deem expedient;

{5) To see that the county officers, boards, agencies, commissions, departments and employees faithfully perform
their duties, and to employ, with the approval of the county council, experts and consultants in connection
with any of the functions of the county government;

{6) To see that the laws of the state pertaining to the affairs, good order and government of the county, and the
acts, resolutions, ordinances and public local laws of the county are duly executed and enforced within the
county;

{7) To make or cause to be made any study or investigation which in his opinion may be in the best interests of
the county, including but not limited to investigations of the affairs, functions, acts, methods, personnel or
efficiency of any department, office or officer under his jurisdiction;

{8) To veto, in his discretion, legislative acts of the county coundil, in the manner, at the times and subject to the
limitations provided in Article Hl, Section 308(g) of this Charter;

{9) To appoint or reappoint at the commencement of each term, subject to confirmation by the affirmative vote of
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a majorlty of the total number of county council members established by this Charter, the county
administrative officer at the conclusion of his or her term and the heads of all offices and departments of the
county government for which provision is made in this Charter. If the council fails to act to confirm or reject
any appointment within forty days of its submission to the council by the county executive, the appointment
shall stand approved; (8ill No, 80, 1978, § 1; approved by vaters Nov, 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No.
172, 1981, § 1; approved by voters Nov, 2, 1982; effective Dec. 3, 1982; Bill No. 73, 2002, § 1, approved by
voters Nov. 5, 2002, effective Dec, 5, 2002; Bill No. 16-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective
Dec. 6, 2018) A

(10) To appoint the members of all boards, commissions and authorities created in or pursuant to this Charter or
by law;
{11) [Repealed];
{ Bill No. 16-18., § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{12) To sign on the county's behalf all deeds, contracts and other instruments which prior to the adoption of this
Charter required the signature of the president or any member of the board of county commissioners, and to

affix the county seal thereto;

(13) Except as atherwise expressly provided in this Charter, to issue or cause to be issued all administrative orders,
licenses and permits which prior to the adoption of this Charter were issued or granted by the county
commissioners; subject, however, to the right of any party aggrieved thereby to appeal to the county board of
appeals as provided in Article Vi of this Charter;

(14} [Repealed];
{ Bill No. 16-18 , 8 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{15) To appoint a confidential clerk or secretary who shall be known as "Secretary to the County Executive," who
shall have and may exercise all powers and functions heretofore conferred on the secretary of the board of
county commissioners, inctuding but not limited to the power to attest the signatures of all county officials;

{16) To delegate, with the approval of the county coundil, any of the duties of his office to the county administrative

officer, with the exception, however, of his power of executive veto;

(17) To perform such other dutles as may be prescribed by this Charter or required by ordinance or resolution of
the county council or as may be necessarily implied from the powers and duties herein specified.

{Bill Na. 43, 1974, & 1; Bill No. 58, 1976, § 1, approved by voters Nbv. 2, 1976, effective Dec. 2, 1976)

Annotations— Since the county executive has the duty to supervise, direct and control the administrative services of the
county, he must of necessity acquire appropriate office space and such other facilities as may be necessary from time to time
properly to conduct the county’s business, and this is an executive rather than a legisiative function. Hormes v. Baltimore County
etal, 225 Md, 371, 170 A.2d 772 (1961).

This section cited in Cohen v. Baltimore County, 229 Md. 513, 185 A.2d 185 (1562)

This section cited in Kone v, Baltimore County, 231 Md. 466, 150 A.2d 800 (1963).

This section cited in Hormes v. Baltimore County, 225 Md, 371, 170 A.2d 772 (1961),

Sec, 403. - County administrative officer,

{a) Qualifications; mode of selection; salary. The county administrative officer shall be appointed solely on the basis of
his integrity and his executive and administrative qualifications for the performance of the duties of his office as
hereinafter set forth. He shall have had, prior to his appointment, at least five years' experience as an executive
either in public service or private business, or both. He shall also be thoroughly familiar with modern accounting
methods and budget procedures. At the time of his appointment, he may, but need not, be a resident of Baltimore
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County or of the State of Maryland, but during his tenure of office he shall at all times reside within the county, He
shall devote his full time to the duties of his office, and shall be paid an annual satary pursuant to_Section 405 of
this Charter. {Bill No. 80, 1978, & 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7. 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Term of office. The term of office of the county administrative officer shall be four years beginning on the first day
of June in the year following the election of a county executive provided In this Charter. The county administrative

afficer shall continue ta hold office until his successor shali qualify.

Vacancy. Avacancy in the office of county administrative officer shall be filled by appointment for the balance of the
unexpired term. Such an appointment shall be made In the same manner and subject to the same qualifications as

an originat appointment.

Nature of office and duties. The county administrative officer shall exercise supervision over all activities of those
offices and departments for which provision is made in this Charter, and the boards and commissions connected
therewith, The county administrative officer shall be responsible directly to the county executive. In addition to and
not by way of limitation of the general duties of supervision as above provided, the county administrative officer
shall have the following express powers and duties: { Bill No. 16-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nowv. 6, 2018;
effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{1) To be the chief budget officer of the county and to prepare and submit to the county executive for the county
executive's approval and submisslon to the county coundil all county budgets, prepared in the manner and
form provided In Article VIl of this Charter; { Bill No. 16-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. §, 2018; effective
Dec. 6, 2018)

{(2) To make periodic reports, with such recommendaticns as the county administrative officer may deem
appropriate, to the county executive concerning the affairs of the county government; ( Bifl No, 16-18 , § 1;
approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{3) To hold pericdic staff meetings with the county administrative officer's subordinate officers in the
administrative services; { Bili No. 16-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

(4} To make any study or investigation which in the county administrative officer’s judgment may be in the best
interests of the county, including hut not limited to the affairs, functions, acts, methods, personnel ar
efficiency of any department, office or officer under the county administrative officer's jurisdiction; { Bill No.
16-18, & 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{5) To perform such other administrative duties as may be delegated to the county administrative officer by the
county executive; { Bill No. 16-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{6} To do and perform such other dutles as may be prescribed by this Charter or required by ordinance or
resolution of the county coundil or as may be necessarily implied by the powers and duties herein specified.
(Bill No. 58, 1976, § 2, approved by voters Nov, 2, 1976, effective Dec. 2, 1976; Bill No. 73-02, 2002, § 2,
approved by voters Nov. 5, 2002, effective Dec. 5, 2002)

Annotation— This section cited in Kone v. Baltimore County, 231 Md. 466, 190 A.2d 800 (1963).

Sec. 404. - Removal of appointive officers in executive branch,

{(a)

County administrative officer, The county executive may remove the county administrative officer during the term

for which he shail have been appointed; provided, however, that at {east thirty days before such removal becomes

effective, the county executive shall notify, in writing, the county administrative officer of his reasons for such

removal and shall simultaneously submit a copy of such notice to the county council. The county administrative

officer may reply in writing and may request a public hearing before a joint meeting of the county council and the

county executive. Such hearing shalt be held not earlier than twenty days nor later than thirty days after the filing of

such request, After such public hearing, if one be requested, the county executive may remave the county

administrative officer from his office. Simultaneousiy with the filing with the county council of his notice of removal
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of the county administrative officer, the county executive may suspend the county administrative officer from his
office for the ensuing thirty days, but shall in any case cause to be paid to him forthwith any unpaid balance of his
salary. In the event of the removal of the county administrative officer, he shall receive his salary for the next three

calendar months following the filing of the notice of removal as aforesaid.

(b) Removal of other appointive officers, Except when provisions for removal are set forth in this Charter, the county
executive may remave the heads of any offices and departments appointed under Section 402 in the executive
branch of county government for which provision is made in this Charter, Subject to the merit systern provisions of
the county persennel law as set forth in Article VIl of this Charter and with the appraval of the county executive, the
county administrative officer may remove at any time any other officer or employee in the administrative services
of the county. { Bill No, 16-18 , § 1; approved by the vaters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec, 405, - Change in compensation of county executive and caunty administrative officer.

The county council, by the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of the total number of councll members established by this
Charter, shall have power to increase or reduce the compensation for the county executive and the county administrative officer;
provided, however, that in no event shall the compensation of the county executive be increased or reduced during his current
term, nor shall the compensation of the county administrative officer be reduced during his current term.

{Bill No. 80, 1978, &1, approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978, effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Sec. 406, - Temparary appointments.

(a) County administrative officer. During the temporary absence of the county administrative officer, or if the office of
county administrative officer shall become vacant, the director of budget and finance shall serve as acting county
administrative officer pending, in the case of a vacancy, the appointment of a successor to fill the balance of the
unexpired term. in the director's capacity as acting county administrative officer, the director of budget and finance
need not possess, but the successor shall possess, afl those qualifications hereinabove in this article specified for an
original appointee. ( Bill No, 13-18 , § 1; approved by the vaters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{b) Other officers. Subject to the approval of the county executive, the county administrative ofﬁcer shall, in the case of
avacancy or temporary absence, designate within thirty days a person to serve as acting head of any office or
department in the administrative services until the appoihtment of a successor, Unless at the time ‘of such
appointment the temporary appointee is a subordinate officer in the office or department to which he is designated
as acting head, he shall possess all the qualifications for the office specified in Article V of this Charter for an original
appointee,

(€) Limitation on term of temporary appointees, No person shall serve as an acting county administrative officer or
acting head of any office or department for a period longer than sixty days without the approval of the county
council.

(Bill No. 95, 1962, § 1, approved by voters Nov. 6, 1962, effective Dec. 6, 1962)

Anneotation— This section cited in Kone v. Baltimore County, 231 Md, 466, 190 A.2d 800 (1963).
ARTICLE V. - THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

DIVISION 1. - OUTLINE OF ORGANIZATION

Sec. 501. - General supervision.
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Except as otherwise provided herein or in the public general taws of this state, the administrative services of the county shall
be subject to the supervision and control of the county administrative officer, who shall be responsible solely to the county
executive for their efficient operation and management,

Sec. 502. - Composition, restrictions on creation of additional offices and departments.

The administrative services shall consist of the offices and departments enumerated in sections 503 and 504, provided that
offices and departments may be created, merged or abolished by legislative act propased by the county executive and passed by a
majority plus one of the total number of county council members established by this Charter, with the total number of offices and
departments being determined by budgetary requirements. Existing or additional duties and functions may, however, from time to
time be assigned to or reassigned among existing offices or departments by directive of the county administrative officer or by
legislative act of the county council. New hureaus or divisions of existing offices and departments shall not be created except by
legislative act of the county council.

{Bill No. 84, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 131, 1990, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 6,
1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990)

Sec. 503. - Offices.
There shall be the following offices in the administrative services:

{1} Office of law,
{2) Office of human resources.
(3) Office of budget and finance.

{4y Office of information technology.

{Bill No. 67, 1968, § 1; Bill No. 131, 1990, 8 1; approved by voters Nav. 6, 1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 13-18_, § 1; approved
by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 504. - Departments.
There shall be the following departments in the administrative services:

{1} Department of public works.
{2) Department of permits, approvals and inspections.
{3) Department of recreation and parks.
{4) Department of environmental protection and sustainability.
{5) Department of educaticn.
(6) Department of libraries.
(7) Department of health.
(8) Department of sacial services,
(9) Police department.
(10) Fire department.
(11) Department of aging.
(12) Department of planning.

(13} Department of corrections,
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(t4) Department of economic and workforce development,

(Bill Na. 60, 1978, & 1; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No, 131, 1990, & 1; approved by voters Nowv. 6,
: 1 990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018; Bill No, 19-18 , 8§ 1;
approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 505. - Term and compensation of officers and employees in the administrative services,

Subject to.the applicable merit system provisions of the county personnel law, all officers, agents and employees in the
administrative services of the county shall hold such terms and receive such compensation as may from time to time be provided
by this Charter or by law. Officers and employees in the exempt service as defined in_section 801 of this Charter shall have their
compensation determined according to a system adopted or amended by the county coundil upon the recommendation of the
county executive.

{ Bill No. 17-18, § 1; approved by the vaters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 508, - Staff and clerical persannel.

With the approval of the county administrative officer and subject to the merit system provisions of the county personnel law
and the applicable provisions of public general law, the head of each office and department shall have the power to employ such
staff.and clerical personnel as may be necessary to carry out the duties and functions of his office or department. No such
employment shall be undertaken if the cost thereof exceeds the available appropriation or allotment therefor,

]

DIVISION 2, - OFFICES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

thbdivision 1. - The Office of Law

Sec, 507, - The county attorney generally.

The office of law shall be administered by the county attorney who shall be a resident of the county and a member in good
standing of the Bar of the Court of Appeals of Maryland and of the Circuit Court for Baltimore County. The county attorney shall
have been actively engaged in the general practice of law in this state for at least five years prior to appointment.

{Biil No. 172, 1981, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 2, 1982; effective Dec, 3, 1982)

Sec. 508, - Powers and duties of the county attorney.

The county attorney shall be the legal advisor of the county and of its several offices, departments, boards, commissions and
other agencies. Except as provided in_section_ 510 of this article, no office, department, baard, comimission or other agency or
branch of the county government shall have any authority or power to employ or retain any legal counsel other than the county
attorney. The county attorney shall also be the legal adviser and legislative draftsman for the county council. The county attorney
shall give advice and opinions an any legal questions affecting the interest of the county when those questions are submitted:

{1) By written request of the county council,
(2) By written request of the county executive or the county administrative officer, or

(3) With the approval of the county administrative officer, by written request of the head of any office or
department in the administrative services. All deeds, bonds, contracts, releases and other legal papers and
instruments invalving the interests of the county shall, before their execution or defivery, be submitted to the
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county attorney for approval in writing as to their form and legal sufficiency. The county attorney shall have

such additiona!l duties as may from time to time be provided by law.,

(Bili No. 172, 1981, 8 1; approved by voters Nov. 2, 1982; effective Dec. 3, 1982; Bil| No, 14-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nav, &,
2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 509, - Assistants to county attorney.

The county attorney, with the approval of the county executive, may appoint such assistants to serve as members of the legal
staff as may be necessary for the proper conduct of the public business of the Office of Law, subject, however, to such limitations

as to number, term and compensation as may be provided from time to time by this Charter or by law,

(Bill No. 172, 1981, § 1} (Approved by voters Nov. 2, 1982; effective Dec. 3, 1982)

Sec. 510. - Additional legal assistance.

Nothing in this article shall be construed as preven{ing the county executive, with the approval of the county council, from
engaging the services for a temporary period of any attorney ar attorneys for legal wark of an extraordinary nature when the work
to be done is of such character or magnitude as to require legal services in addition to those provided by the regular staff of the
Office of Law, Subject to available appropriation, the county council by a resolution of a majority plus one of the total number of
council members established hy this Charter, which shall not be subject to executive veto, may employ attorneys or experts to
assist and advise the county council for purposes strictly limited to the exercise of its legislative and budget enactment powers,
Any attarney or attorneys so employed shall not prosecute law suits by or against the county council or the county. An estimate of
appropriation to carry out the provisions of this section may be included by the county council in its current expense budget. Such
estimate shall be included in the current expense budget by the county executive without change. In addition, the county council
shalt have the right to initiate an appropriation from unexpended and unencumbered funds set aside for contingencies in arder to

carry out the provisions of this section of the Charter,

{Bill No. 82, 1978, § 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

Sec. 511. - Prohibited practices of county attorney and assistants.

Neither the county attorney nor any assistant in the Office of Law may at any time, while holding such office, practice as an
attorney before the county council or any office, department, board, commisston ar agency of the county in any capacity ather

than as representing the county's interests.

{Bill No. 172, 1981, § 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 2, 1982, effective Dec. 3, 1982)

Subdivision 2. - The Office of Human Resources®

* Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, the title of div. 2, subdiv. 2, "The Office of Personnel® was changed to read as herein set out to
reflect the title change made in Bilt No, 13-18, § 1, approved by voters Nov. 6, 2018, effactive Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec. 512. - Composition,

The office of human resources shall consist of the director of human resources, the personnel and salary advisary board, and
their subordinate officers, agents and employees. The office shail be administered by the director of human resources, The
director shail be respansible directly to the county administrative officer and shall possess the qualifications for the office
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provided In Article VIl of this Charter and such other qualifications as may be provided in the county personnel law.

{ Bill No. 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

ic. 513, - Duties of director of human resaurces.

The director of human resources shall have such duties and perform such functions as are provided In Article VIl of this

Charter and such other duties and functions, not inconsistent therewith, as may be provided in the county personne| law,
{ Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Editor's note— Blll No. 13-18, & 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of 8§ 513 from
"Duties of director of personnel” to read as herein set out.

Subdivision 3. - The Office of Budget and Finance*

# Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, the title of div. 2, subdiv. 3, "The Office of Finance" was changed to read as hereln set out to
reflect the title change in Bill No. 13-18, § 1, approved by voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec. 514, - The director of budget and finance generally.

The office of budget and finance shall be administered by the director of budget and finance, who shall be appaointed on the
basis of the director's experience in financial administration, and technical training for the duties of the office, The director shall be
“respansible direcily to the county administrative officer.

(Bill No. 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nav. 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

Editor's note— Bill No. 13:18., § 7; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of 8514 from
"Director of finance generally" to read as herein set out. ’

Sec. 51E. - General powers and duties of the director of budget and finance.

(a) Except as otherwise provided In Article XI of this Charter, the director of budget and finance shall have and exercise
all the powers and all the fiscal duties formerly vested in or imposed upon the county comptrolier and the county
treasurer, and the director is hereby designated as the collector of state taxes in the county. The director shall have
charge of the administration of the financial affairs of the county, including the collection of state and county taxes,
special assessments, the metropolitan district charges, fees and other revenues and funds of every kind due to the
county; the enforcement of the collection of taxes in the manner provided by law; the custody and safekeeping of
all funds and securities belonging to or by law deposited with, distributed to or handled by the county; the
disbursement of caunty funds; the keeping and supervision of all accounts; and such other functions as may be
prescribed by the county administrative officer or by legislative act of the county council not incansistent herewith.

{b} The director of budget and finance shall be responsible for the formulation of the budget under the supervision of
the county administrative officer In accardance with the procedures set out in Article VIl of this Charter; the study of
the organization, methods and procedures of each office, department, board, commission, institution and agency of
the county government; the submission to the county administrative officer of periodic reports on their efficlency
and economy and such other duties and functions as may be assigned to the director by the county administrative
officer or by legislative act of the county council.

(Bill No. 67, 1968, § 1; Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)
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Editor's note— Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018, effective Dec, 6, 2018, changed the title of & 515 from

"General powers and duties of the director of finance” to read as herein set out,

Sec, 516. - Specific powers and duties of director of budget and finance.

The director of budget and finance shall have the following specific powers and duties: { Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the
voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{a) To keep accounts for each item of appropriation made by the county council so that each account shall show
in detail the appropriations made thereto, the amounts drawn thereon and the unencumbered balance;

{h) To submit monthly to the county administrative officer, the county executive and the county council a
summary of revenues and expenditures detailed as to appropriations and funds in such manner as to show
the current financial condition of each office and department of the county government;

{¢) To submit at least annually to the county council a set of comprehensive financial statements on the county
government prepared in accordance with the latest generally accepted accounting principles for Jocal
governments showing the assets, liabilities, financial condition, and operating results of the county along with
appropriate notes, comments, and opinions by the external and county auditors, Copies of the annual
financial report shall be made available to the public and the press no later than one hundred eighty days
following the close of each fiscal year. Copies of the annual financial report shall be placed in each branch of
the Baltimore County Public Library and a notice stating that the report is available for inspection in the office
of budget and finance, the county auditor's office, and each branch of the Baltimore County Pubfic Library
shall be published annually in a newspaper of general circulation in Baltimore County. (Bill No. 129, 1990, § 2;
approved by voters Nov. 6, 1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bl No, 13-18, & 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6,
2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{d) To controf all county expenditures on the basls of authorized budgetary aHotments and to report thereon to
the several offices, departments, boards, commissions and other agencies of the county government;

(e} To examine, audit aﬁd approve all bills, demands or charges against the county and to determine the
regularity, legality and correctness of the same;

{f) To deposit funds of the county in such banks or trust companies as the county executive may designate,
subject to such adequate requirements as to security and interest as may be provided by law;

{g) To perform such other duties not inconsistent with those herein enumerated as may be required by the
county administrative officer or by law,

Editor's note— The publisher corrected a former reference to "office" to read "officer", The original Charter, the 1958 and 1968

Codes contained the latter language. The change was made inadvertently in Bill 67-68.
Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of § 516 from "Specific powers

and duties of the director of finance" to read as herein set out.

Sec. 517. - Appropriation to control expenditures; disposition of fees,

No money shall be drawn from the treasury of the county, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of money by the county
be incurred by any officer, board or commission authorized to expend county money, except in pursuance of law or of the
appropriation or allotment therefor. All fees received by all county offices or employees in connection with their official duties shall

be accounted for and paid into the county treasury.

Subdivision 4. - [Reserved]
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Sec. 518. - [Repealed.]

Repealed by Bill No. 13-18, § 1. {Approved by voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

™y

ic. 519, - [Repealed]

Repealed by Bill No. 13-18 , § 1. (Approved by voters Nov. &, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018)

Subdivision 5. - The Office of Information Technology*

* Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, the title of div. 2, subdiv. 5, "The Office of Central Services” was changed to read as herein set out
to reflect the title change in Bill No. 13-18, § 1, approved by voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec, 6, 2018,

Sec. 520. - The director of information technology.

The office of infbrmation technology shall be administered by the director of information technology. The director shall be-
appointed salely with regard to the director's qualifications for the dutles of the office and shall be responsible directly to the

county administrative officer,
( Bill No. 13-18 , § 1, approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Editor's note— Bill No. 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of section 520
fram “The director of central services" to read as herein set out.

_.éc. 521. - Dutles and functions.

The office of information technology shall have such duties as may be assigned thereto from time to time by directive of the

county administrative officer or by legislative act of the county council.

{ Bill No, 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nav. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018)

DIVISION 3. - DEPARTMENTS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Subdivision 1. - Department of Planning*

* Editor’s notes:
At the direction of the county, former.div. 2, subdiv. 6, "Office of Planning and Zoning" was retitled and renumbered as set out
-herain, to reflect the changes made in Bill No._13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec, 522, - Organization of office and selection of its components.

The department of planning shall be composed of a director of planning who shall administer the department, a planning
hoard, a zoning commissioner and one or mare deputy zoning commissioners, The county executive shall appoint the director of
planning, the zoning commissioner, and one or more deputy zoning commissioners, subject to confirmation by the county council.

_ ‘,ffl“he zoning commissioner and each deputy zoning commissioner shall serve terms expiring june 1 of the year following the
elaction of a county executive provided by this Charter ar until their successars are appointed and confirmed, but they may be
removed at any time upon the recommendation of the county executive approved hy a majority plus one of the total number of
county council members established by this Charter.
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The planning board shall consist of 15 members serving three-year terms, subject, however, to the requiremnent that the terms
of five members shall end each year. Eight (8) members of the planning board shall be appointed by the county executive, and
each member of the county councit shall appoint one member who shall be a resident of the councilman's district. The county
executive shall appoint the chairman and vice-chairman subject to confirmation by the county council. At least one planning board
member shall reside in each councilmanic district. No member of the planning board shall hold any other salaried position in the ‘

county government while a member of the planning board.

(Bill No. 83, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nav. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 128, 1990, § 1, approved by voters Nov, 6,
1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 23-92, § 1, approved by voters Nov, 3, 1992; effective Dec. 7, 1992; Bill No. 13-18 , §1;
approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018; Bill No. 14-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 201 8; effective Dec.
6, 2018)

Sec. 522.1. - Duties of the department of planning; limitation of powers.

{a} The department of planning shall have the responsibility and duty of planning for Baltimore County, including:
(1} Preparing, at least every ten years, and revising, a master plan; monitoring the implementation of the master
-plan; and preparing at least every two years a report to the county executive and county council on the
progress achieved toward implementation of the master plan.
(2) Preparing, at least every six years, recommending to the county council, and administering, a zoning map.

(3) Preparing and recommending to the county council rules and regulations governing the subdivision of land,
and administering the subdivision rules and regulations as adopted. _

(4) Preparing and recommending to the county council zoning rules and regulations which, together with the
zoning map, shall constitute a zoning code.

{5) Administering the zoning code,

{b) The master plan shall be adopted as provided by section 523 of this Charter. All other plans, zoning maps, and rules
and reguiétions recommended for adoption, amendment or repeal by the department of glanning, the planning
board or the zoning commissioner shall, prior to taking effect as law, be approved by legislative act of the county
council,

{Bill No. 83, 1978, & 2; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No, 128, 1990, § 1; approved by voters Nov. §,
1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990; Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Editar's note— The pubilisher corrected a former reference to "offices” to read "office" in subsection {b). Bill 83-78, which originally

enacted 8 522.1, used the word "office". The annual cumulative supplements ta the 1978 Code used the word “office" from 1979 to

1985. The change was made inadvertently in the 1986 cumulative supplement.
Bill No. 13-18, § 1, approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of § 522.1 from "Duties of office

of planning and zoning; limitation of powers" to read as herein set out.

Sec. 523. - The master plan and the zoning maps.

{a) Definition and implementation of the master plan. The master plan shall be a composite of mapped and written
proposals setting forth comprehensive objectives, policies and standards to serve as a guide for the development of
the county. Upon receipt of the master plan from the départment of planning, the county council shall accept or
maodify and then adopt it by resolution.

(by Definition and implementation of the zoning maps. The zoning maps shall show the boundaries of the proposed
districts, divisions and zones into which the county is to be divided consistent with the master plan. Upon receipt of
the zoning map from the department of planning, the county council shall accept or modify and then adopt it by

leglslative act.
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(Bill Na. 83, 1978, § 3; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 13-18 , & 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6,
2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

c 524, - Reorganization of the department of planning.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Charter, the county counci shall have the power by legislative act to reorganize
the department of planning, to define the duties of the director of said department, to establish the powers, duties and
compensation of the planning board, and to establish the duties and responsibilities of the zoning commissioner and deputy
zoning commissioners, so that ptanning and zoning functions shall be conducted in the best interests of the county and its future
development and growth.

(Bill No. 83, 1978, § 1, approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 128, 1990, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 6,
1990, effective Dec, 7, 1990; Bilf No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nav. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Editor's note— Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the votars Nov. 6, 201 8; effective Dec, 6, 2018, changed the title of § 524 from
"Reorganization of office of planning and zaning" to read as herein set out.

Sec. 524.1. - People's cotinsel,

{a) The county executive shall appoint a people's counsel who shall represent the interests of the public in general in
zoning matters as hereinafter set forth, subject, however, to confirmation by the county council, and such person so
appointed shall cantinue to serve as people's counsel until such time as he or she resigns or has been removed
pursuant to the provisions herein contained:

(1) - Qualifications: The people's counsel shall be a resident of Baltimore County, a member in good standing of the
Maryland Bar, and actively engaged in the general practice of law for at least five {5) years prior to his
appointment.

(2) Removal:The people's counse] may he removed at any time on the recommendation of the county executive
and with the affirmative vote of not less than a majority plus one of the total number of county council
members established by this Charter,

(Bill No. 90, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

(3) Powers and duties: The people's counsel shall have the following powers and duties;

A. He shall appear as a party before the zoning commissioner of Baltimore County, his deputy, the county
board of appeals, the planning board, and the courts on behalf of the interests of the public In general, to
defend any duly enacted master plan and/or comprehensive zoning maps as adapted by the county
coundil, and in any matter or proceeding now pending or hereafter brought involving zoning
reclassification and/or variance from or special exception under the Baltimore County Zoning
Regulations, as now or hereafter in force and effect, in which he may deem the public interest to be
involved. In defense of the zoning maps or master plan, he may appear as a party in interest before all
state and federal agencies, boards, and courts on matters involving the preservation of the quality of the
air, land, and water resources of Baltimore County, and/or may initiate such proceedings in the public
interest. He shall have in such appearance, all the rights of counsel for a party in interest, including but
not limited to the right to present his case, to cross examine, to object, to be heard, and to file and
prosecute an appeal in his capacity as people's counsel from any order or act of the zoning commissioner
of Baltimore County or his deputy, or of the county board of appeals to the courts as an aggrieved party
pursuant to the provisions of Section 604 of this Charter to promote and protect the health, safety and

i
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general welfare of the community. The people’s counsel may also prosecute an application before any
state or federal court for injunctive and other relief incidental thereto, to enjoin violation of any

Baltimore County zoning maps or master plan or as authorized by resolution by the county council.

(Bili No. 80, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978)

B. He shall make such investigations as he may deem necessary to the intelligent performance of his duties
imposed by subparagraph A. of this Section,

C. He shall have full access to the records of all county agencies, shali be entitled to call upon the assistance
of county employees, and shall have the benefit of all other facilities or information of the county in
carrying out his duties.

{4) Employment of experts; The people's counsel may hire from time to time, as needed, in connection with
specific proceedings before the above named bodies, experts in the fields of planning, zoning, traffic,
engineering, ecology and architecture, to the extent that county personnel cannot be utilized, and to expend
such sums for compensation andfor expenses of these experts as shall be provided in the annual budget.

{5) Salary and expenses: He shall receive an annual salary and such sums as may be needed to carry out the
powers and duties set forth herein as provided in the annual budget.

{Bill No. 104, 1960; Bill No. 61, 1974, § 1; Bill No, 90, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nav. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978; Bill No. 131,
1990, & 1, approved by voters Nov. 6, 1990, effective Dec. 7, 1990) \

Annotation— The people's counsel has the right to appeal zoning decisions. People's Counsel for Baltimore County v, Willlams,
45 Md. App. 617, 415 A.2d 585 (1974).

Editor's note— The publisher corrected a former reference to "matter" to read "matters” in subsection (a). Bill 61-74, which
originally enacted this language, used the word "matters". The 1976 annual cumulative supplement to the 1968 Code used the

word "matters” but it appears to have been changed to "matter" inadvertently on publication of the 1978 Code.

Subdivision 2. - Department of Public Works*

* Editor’s notes:
At the direction of the county, former_div. 3, subdiv. 1, was renumbered as set out herein, to reffect the changes made in Bill No.

13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec. 525. - Director of public works.

The department of public works shall be administered by the director of public works who shall be a professional engineer
registered under the laws of this state, and shall have had responsible charge of engineering works over a period of at least ten
years priar to his appointment. He shall have such other qualifications as may be provided by law. He shali be appointed solely
with regard to his qualifications for the duties of his office and shall be responsible directly to the county administrative officer,

{ Biil No. 19-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec, 526, - Functions of department of public works.

The department of public works shall have and perform such functions and duties as may be provided from time to time in
the public jocal laws of Baltimore County, with the exception, however, of all functions of the zoning commissioner and thase
refating to building permits and building and zoning laws and regutations. The department shall have such other functions as may
be provided by directive of the county administrative officer or by legislative act of the county councll not inconsistent with this

Charter or the provisions of applicable law,
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In addition thereto, the department of public works shall be responsible for mabllity, traffic safety, and engineering using a

variety of transportation aptions Including highways, hike lanes, pedestrian improvements, and transit where appropriate, and is

~ hereby granted full power and authority and directed to promulgate and adopt such rules and regulations relating to the standing

1r parking of motor vehicles and movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic as may be necessary or desirable to create and
maintain the safe and expeditious movement of traffic throughout Baltimore County: provided, however, that no rule or regulation
promulgated by the director under such power and authority shall be deemed valid or effective until the expiration of forty-five
days written notice of the promulgation of the same to the county council. The county councii shall at all times have the power to
repeal, amand, or maodify any rules and regulations promulgated in accardance with this provision and to enact, amend, or repeal
laws relating to such matters on its own initiative, (Bifl No, 131, 1990, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 6, 1990; effective Dec, 7, 1990;
Bill No, 19-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Sec. 527. - The Metropolitan District.

As provided in Article (11, Saction 307 of this Charter, the Metropolitan District shall continue as heretofore to be administered
as a division of the department of public works. Nothing in this Charter contained, however, shall be held or construed as
preventing the county administrative officer, by directive, or the county council, by legislative act, from recognizing the
Metropalitan District as a separate department or from transferring its duties and functions, in whole or in part, to other offices
and departments in the administrative services of the county to the extent permitted by law.

{ Bill No. 19-18, § 1}(Approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018)

Subdivision 3. - Department of Permits, Approvals and Inspections®*

* Editor's notes;
At the direction of the county, former div. 3, subdiv. 2, "Department of Permits and Licenses” was retitled and renumbered as
sat aut herein, to reflect the changes made in Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018,

Sec. 528. - Director of permits, approvals and Inspections.

The department of permits, approvals and inspections shall be administered by a director of permits, approvals and
inspections who shall be appointed solely with regard to the qualifications for the duties of the office. The director shall be
responsible directly to the county administrative officer.

{ Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dac, 6, 2018)

Editor's note— Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018, effective Dec. 6, 2018, changed the title of § 528 from
"Director of permits and licenses" to read as herein set out,

Sec. 529, - Functions of the department.

The department shall be responsible for the administratlon and enforcement of all laws and regulations relating to permits
and licenses of all kinds, including those relating to weights and measures, electrical installations, building and canstruction,
plumbing, taxicabs, dogs, miscellaneous industrial and commercial uses, water, sewer and gas instailation, public gatherings and
tourist camps. All licenses and permits issued by the department shall be approved by such other offices or agencies of the county
as may from time to time be provided by law. The department shall do and perform such other related duties and functions as

~may be assigned thereto by directive of the county administrative officer or by legislative act of the county council,

Sec. 530, - Effect on existing boards.
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The functions heretofare discharged by the electrical administrative board, the plumbing board, and all other boards and
agencies connected with the functions of the department of permits and licenses shall be administered as units of said
department. Nathing in this Charter contained shall be held or construed as preventing the county council, by legislative act

permitted by general law, from reorganizing, reconstituting or abolishing any of such boards or agencies.

(Bill No. 131, 1990, 8§ 1) (Apprbved by voters Nov, 6, 1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990)

Subdivision 4. - Department of Recreation and Parks*

* Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, former_div. 3, subdiv. 3 was renumbered as set out herein, to reflect the changes made in Bill No.
13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec. 531. - Director of recreation and parks.

The department of recreation and parks shall be administered by the directar of recreation and parks. He shall be thoroughly
trained and experienced in theary and practice refating to public recreation and parks and shall possess such other qualifications

for the duties of his office as may be provided by law. He shall be responsible directly to.the county administrative officer,

{Bill Na, 71, 1958; Bill No, 104, 1976, & 1, Bill No. 73-02, 2002, § 3) (Approved by voters Nov. 5, 2002; effective Dec, 5, 2002}

Sec. 532. - Functions of the department.

The department shali be responsible for the arganization, administration and supervision of programs of recreation and the
management, preservation and development of all lands, waters, buildings and other facilities made available to it for the purpose
of providing a variety of naturalistic and developed recreational areas and fadlities, The department shall have and perform such
other functions and duties as may be provided from time to time by the legislative act of the county council not inconsistent with

this Charter or the provisions of applicable law.

(8i No, 7, 1958; Bill Na, 104, 1970, § 2)

Sec. 533. - Board of recreation and parks.,

{a) Composition and appointment. There shall be a board of recreation and parks which shall consist of a
representative selected from among the qualified residents of each councilmanic district plus three additional
members selected from among the qualified residents of the entire county; provided, however, that not more than
two members thereof shall reside in any one councilmanic district; and provided further, that no member of the
board shall be required to vacate his office prior to the expiration of the term for which the member was appointed
by reason of any revision in the boundary lines of the councilmanic districts. The members of the board shall be
appointed by the county executive and shall have resided within the county for a period of three years preceding
their appointment. A minimum of three members of the board shall be appointed with due regard to their training,
experience and interest in the natural sciences and conservation. Additional qualifications and the terms of office of
members of the board shall be as provided by law. { Bill No. 14-18, § 1) (Approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018;
effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{h} Duties and functions. Unless and until otherwise provided by legislative act of the county council, the board of
recreation and parks shall have and perform alf duties and functions relating to the fermulation of plans and
policies for public recreation, the organization of recreation councils, the establishment of recreation programs and
the acquisition, management, preservation and development of all lands, waters, buildings and other facilities in
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Baltimore County as parks and recreation areas and facilities, subject, nevertheless, to all provisions of this Charter,
including those dealing with the employment, suspension and discharge of personnel, the expenditure of county

funds, the making of purchases, and the awarding of contracts.

“Bill No. 71, 1958; Bill No. 104, 1970, § 2)

Suhdivision 5. - [Reserved]*

* Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, former.div, .3 subdiv. 4 was renumbered as set out herein, to reflect the changes made in Bill No.
13-18, § 1, approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018,

Sec, 534, - [Repealed.]

Repealed by Bill No. 131, 1990, § 2. {(Approved by voters Nov, 6, 1990; effective Dec. 6, 1990)

Sec. 535. - [Repealed.]

Repealed by Bilf No. 131, 1990, § 2. {(Approved by voters Nov, 6, 1990; effective Dec. 6, 1990)

Sec, 536. - [Repealed.]

Repealed by Bill No. 13-18 , § 1, (Approved by voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec, §, 2018)

“bdiviston 6. - Department of Education®

# Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, former_div. 3, subdiv. 5 was renumbered to reflect the changes made in Bill No. 13-18, § 1;

approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec. 537, - Composition; administration under state law.

The de[;artment of education shall consist of the county board of education, the stperintandent of schools, and all other
officers, agents and employees in the county public school system. The hoard of education shall be constituted and shall do and
perform such duties and functions as may from time to time be provided by state law. All referances in this Charter to the head of
an office or department shall be construed as including the superintendent of schools as head of the department of education, but
nothing in this Charter contalned shall be held or construed as affecting or in anywise changing the organization, operation and

administration of the county school system by the board of education as provided in state law.

Subdivision 7. - Department of Libraries*

* Editor’s notes:
At the direction of the county, former div. 3. subdiv. 6 was renumbered to reflect the changes made in Bill No, 13-18., § 1;
approved by the voters Nov, 6, 2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018,

Sec. 538. - Composition; administration under state law.
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The department of libraries shall consist of the county board of library trustees, the director of the library and all other
officers, agents and employees in the public library system of the county. The board of library trustees shall consist of seven
members who shall be appointed by the county executive for overlapping terms of five years. The board of library trustees shall
appoint the director of the library, who wilt serve at its pleasure, It will have the same powers and duties as are provided in 55 23-
405(a), (), {d}, (&), and {f) and § 23-406(a), (b), and {e) of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland for boards of
library trustees in counties which have adopted a Charter form of government. All references in this Charter to the head of an

office or department shall be construed as including the director of the [ibrary as head of the department of libraries.

(Bili No. 84, 1978, § 1; approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec, 8, 1978; Bill No. 13-18, &8 1; approved hy the vaters Nov. 6,
2018; effective Dec, 6, 2018) '

Subdivision 8. - Department of Health*

* Editor's notes:
At the direction of the county, former_div. 3, subdiv. 7, was renumbered to reflect the changes made in Bilf No. 13:18, § 1;
approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018.

Sec, 539, - Composition; functions; administration under state and county law.

{a) The department of health shall consist of the county health officer, the county board of health, and all officers,
agents and employees under the authority and supervision of either the county health officer or the county board
of health.

{b) The county executive shall appoint a county health officer, with the advice and consent of the secretary of health of
the State of Maryland, and the same shall constitute the appointment required by state law. By virtue of the health

officer's appointment, the county health officer shall be secretary of the board, but not a member thereof and

cansequently, shall not be entitled to a vote an the beard. { Bill No. 13-18, & 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018;
effective Dec. 6, 2018)

{c) All references in this Charter to the head of an office or department shall be construed to include the county health
officer as head of the department of health, but nothing in this Charter contained shall be held or construed as
affecting or in anywise changing the administration of the county health programs in accordance with the
reguirements of state law.

{d) A county board of health is hereby created with the powers and duties of the focal board of health as provided in
the Health-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The board of health shall have and perform such
ather duties and functions as may from time to time be assigned thereto by directive of the county administrative
officer or by legislative act of the caunty council not inconsistent with the general law. In addition to, and not in
limitation of, the foregoing powers and duties, the board of health shall have and perform the following special
powers and duties not inconsistent with general law: ( Bill No. 13-18, § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018;
effective Dec, 6, 2018)

{i) To estabiish policies pertaining to the environmental, physical and mental health services within the county.

(il To establish policies related to land, air and water pollution control, not inconsistent with any state law, and to
assist and cooperate with the secretary of health of the State of Maryland with respect thereto.

{iil) To establish and determine policy for system of public health clinics for the treatment and prevention of
physical and mental illnesses and for the education of the public with respect to enviranmental, physical and
mental health,

{iv) To have general care and responsibility for the health and sanitary interests of the people of the county
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including the investigation and study of the causes of disease, epidemics, nuisances affecting public health,
prevention of contagious diseases and the preservation of health.

{v) To hold such public meetings and hearings and to cause such studies and investigations to be made as It may

deem necessary or appropriate in connection with the ahove stated powers and duties,

{e) The county board of health shall consist of seven members, to be appointed by the county executive for terms of
three years from the third Monday in Decemher next succeeding their appointment, and they shall hold office until
their successors qualify. The executive shall appoint sald members annually In groups of two and three, In the event
of a vacancy caused by death, resignation or otherwise, the county executlve shall appoint a person to fill the
vacancy for the balance of the term. (Bl No. 131, 1990, § 1) {Approved by voters Nov. 6, 1990; effective Dec. 7, 1990}

(f) A member of the hoard may be removed from office by the county executive for Inefficiency, misconduct in office,
or wilful neglect of duty.

{g) Subject to the requirements of state law, the department of health shall be subject to all provisions of this Charter,
including those dealing with the employment, suspension and discharge of personnel, the expenditure of county
funds, the making of purchases, and the award of contracts.

(h) The board of health shall annually elect its own chairman and vice-chairman.

() The members of the county board of health shall be reimbursed for such actual expenses as may be incurred by
them and approved by the county administrative officer, subject to budget limitations; provided, however, that no

salary shall be paid to the chalrman or any member of the board of health for their services as such,

{} The county board of health shall meet at least nine times annually. Emergency meetings of the board may be called
by the chairman either on the chairman's own authority or at the request of the county health officer, All meetings
of the county board of health shall be open to the public; provided, however, that upon the affirmative vote of not
less than five members of the board, and subject to the provisions of the state Open Meetings Act, it may meet in
closed session, ( Bill No. 13-18 , § 1; approved by the voters Nov. 6, 2018; effective Dec. 6, 2018) .

(ky No rules and regulations prepared and issued by the board of health in accordance with the authority vested in it
by state law, no amendments thereto, and no amendments to existing rules and regulations shall take effect unless
and until the same be included either verbatim or by reference in a public local law adopted by the county council,
and enacted in the manner and form provided in this Charter.

{Bill No. 98, 1962, § 1; Bill No. 104, 1970, 88 1, 2)

Subdivision 9. - Department of Social Services*

* Editor's notes: _
At the direction of the county, former.div. 3, subdiv. 8, was renumbered to reflect the changes made in Bill No. 13-18, § 1;
app