FREDERICK COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Jan H. Gardner
County Executive

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
November 6, 2019

CONTACT: Vivian D. Laxton
Communications Director, 301-600-1315

County Executive Announces Staff Transition
FREDERICK, MD –Frederick County Executive Jan Gardner today announced a transition in the
position of Director of Governmental Affairs. Roger Wilson, who has held the position since the start of
Charter government in December of 2014, has announced that he will be transitioning to other
opportunities. Succeeding Wilson will be Joy Schaefer, who is well known in the community for her role
on the Frederick County Board of Education.
“I want to thank Roger for his dedication and years of service as part of my staff. I consider him a
friend. He will be truly missed,” said Executive Gardner. “I’m pleased that Roger will assist over the
coming weeks to ensure a smooth transition. I am also pleased to welcome Joy Schaefer to the team.
Joy’s outstanding experience in government and education will be a tremendous asset, especially since
education is expected to dominate the upcoming state legislative session.”
The director of governmental affairs serves as a liaison between the County and its local, state,
and federal governmental partners. The position also represents Frederick County at the Maryland
Association of Counties and the Washington Metropolitan Council of Governments. Among the
responsibilities is to coordinate Frederick County’s legislative package for each session of the Maryland
General Assembly.
Schaefer has announced her resignation to the Board of Education. Under the county’s charter,
when a vacancy is created on the Board, the County Executive is responsible for appointing a person to
that position, with confirmation by the County Council. Because Executive Gardner is creating the
vacancy, and to ensure openness and transparency in the process, she will ask the County Council to
submit to her the names of three candidates by January 1, 2020. She will select a nominee from the
recommendations of the Council.
Today’s public information briefing can be viewed at www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/FCGTV.
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