
From: Deborah Boots <debboots5@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 7:16 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: VOTE NO ON EASTALCO DATA CENTER EXPANSION 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
  
  
Our family does not live in the immediate area of proposed Eastalco data center, but we will be 
impacted.  Frederick County is moving too rapidly toward covering the land to accommodate 
growth.  This is the wrong way to go.  And the data centers  take land, water, electricity and 
produce constant noise and light, harmful toxins and lots of trivia data we do not need.  Please 
do not expand the approved area with additional acreage and please! Do not consider ever 
approving any further industrial complexes such as this one.  You are suppose to be serving the 
citizens of this county.  We are monitoring your votes and will remember your position on this 
one issue in future elections when we get our chance to vote.    Thank you.  Clyde Boots at 5955 
Quinn Orchard Road, Frederick. 
  



From: Sherry Stephenson <sherry.stephenson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 11:01 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: sherry Stephenson <sherry.stephenson@gmail.com> 
Subject: Questions to the Council Members about the expansion of the Eastalco Growth area 
for additional data centers 
 
To Frederick County Council Members: 
 
 
 
I am writing to you to express my opposition to the expansion of the Eastalco Growth area for 
the location of additional data centers.   This is not a desirable course of action for several 
reasons and would be detrimental to Frederick County.   I believe that expansion would create a 
radical change in the nature of Adamstown, Buckeystown, Point of Rocks, and rural southern 
Frederick County overall and bring about a change of life that would be disadvantageous to the 
county, its development, and its inhabitants. 
 
 
 
I would be very keen to receive answers to the following key questions that this proposal for 
expansion raises in my mind: 
  
1). What will the county gain in NET revenue from such a big increase in industrial activity, and 
how much would an expanded Eastalco Growth Area cost the taxpayers of Frederick County (i.e. 
myself and many others)?   Is there a fiscal cost-benefit analysis that has been carried out, and 
could this be shared with the public?   Without significant positive benefits, there is absolutely 
no justification for the destruction of the character of these beautiful areas in the county.    
  
2).  How can the expansion of the Eastalco Growth Area take place when the Data Centers Work 
Group recommended AGAINST THIS due to the destruction of the prime agricultural land that it 
would bring about, destroying almost 1,000 acres of farmland.  Do you really think it is desirable 
for Frederick County to replace farmland with huge tracts of data centers that are ugly, do not 
generate significant employment, create environmental pollution, and deplete the County of its 
water.  The land in question is either in the County Priority Preservation Area or the State Rural 
Legacy area, or BOTH. Current County regulations prohibit data centers in Priority Preservation 
or Rural Legacy areas. How can this even be under discussion? 
  
3).  Where will the HUGE amounts of power / electricity for the additional data centers going to 
come from?   And what are the actual requirements for the power demands?  How is it possible 
to envisage doubling the size of the data center zone without knowing these key variables.  The 
state of Maryland is already a power importer. 



More power lines will be needed if the expansion is approved.  And crucially, the electricity 
costs of Maryland residents, especially those in Frederick County, will increase tremendously 
and in an unjustifiable manner.   
  
4).  Have the Council Members considered the environmental consequences of the expansion of 
the Eastalco Growth area for the location of additional data centers?   Since the start of data 
center construction, more than 100 major environmental violations have been cited. The 
Eastalco complex has been given “Stop Work” orders and there are two ongoing Maryland 
Attorney General’s Office investigations. In view of these violations, does the Planning 
Commission think it's environmentally prudent to expand the CDI Overlay by another 1000 
acres? 
  
Thank you for taking these concerns seriously into account, and for responding to the questions 
that worry me and so many others.   This should not be a rash decision, taken lightly, as the 
consequences for the County and its inhabitants will be permanent. 
  
Sherry Stephenson 
1320 Linthicum Road 
Dickerson, Maryland 20842 
sherry.stephenson@gmail.com 
  

mailto:sherry.stephenson@gmail.com


From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 11:55 PM 

To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 

<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve 

<SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-

Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Planning Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Venable, Victoria 

<VVenable@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 

Subject: URGENT: Opposition to Expansion of the CDI Overlay Zone and Demand for Binding 

Green Standards in Adamstown Area 

  

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Honorable Council Members, 

I am writing to you today, as a concerned resident of the Adamstown area, to strongly oppose 

the expansion of the Critical Digital Infrastructure (CDI) Overlay Zone beyond the minimum 

boundaries necessary, and to demand that the associated zoning legislation be strengthened 

with binding, measurable environmental commitments. 

It is completely irresponsible to expand the CDI Overlay Zone at this time without first ensuring 

that its regulations prevent the very sprawl and pollution we see one state away in Northern 

Virginia. The current political environment allows developers to skirt environmental 

accountability, and the County must use the CDI-OZ to close those loopholes immediately. 

The Irresponsible Precedent: Why Expansion Must Wait for Enforcement 

The primary argument for allowing data center development is that it can be done responsibly. 

However, the data proves that, without stronger local mandates, developers are not choosing 

the green path: 

1. Our Neighbors Prove Better is Available: Just across the Potomac, leading developers 

like Digital Realty have publicly committed to and achieved 100% Carbon-Free Energy 

(CFE) coverage for their entire North American colocation portfolio, with the regional 

facilities near us running at 90% green power by year's end. If an industry leader can 

meet this standard in Virginia, Frederick County has zero justification to accept anything 

less than 100% CFE for any development in Adamstown. 



2. The State Validated Our Pollution Concerns: When Aligned Data Centers attempted to 

install 168 diesel generators, the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) denied the 

request on environmental grounds. This was a clear validation of the community's 

argument that "old and dirty" diesel backup power is unacceptable in Frederick County. 

3. The Legislative Loophole Undermines County Authority: The passage of State Bill 

SB474 in 2024 legislatively overruled the PSC's environmental judgment, creating a 

loophole that allows developers like Rowan and Aligned to move forward with the very 

diesel generator pollution the County initially resisted. 

Our Demands: Strengthen the CDI-OZ Now 

To prevent the Quantum Frederick campus from becoming a high-carbon, high-polluting source 

that burdens our electrical grid and water supply—and to prevent irresponsible expansion of 

the CDI-OZ—the County Council must mandate the following binding requirements: 

Demand Justification 

1. Mandate 100% 

Carbon-Free 

Energy (CFE) 

Binding Requirement: The facility must demonstrate verified 

sourcing for 100% of its energy from carbon-free sources, aligning 

with the Maryland Climate Solutions Now Act and the 90% standard 

proven next door. 

2. Prohibit Fossil 

Fuel Backup 

Binding Requirement: Explicitly prohibit the use of diesel or natural 

gas generators for backup. The facility must deploy non-polluting 

alternatives like advanced battery storage or green hydrogen fuel 

cells, thereby closing the loophole created by SB474. 

3. Enforce Water 

Efficiency 

Binding Requirement: Prohibit the use of potable (drinking) 

water for cooling. Mandate the exclusive use of treated effluent 

("gray water") or water-free cooling systems, as recommended by 

the County's own Data Center Workgroup. 

4. Cap Energy 

Inefficiency 

Binding Requirement: Mandate a maximum Power Usage 

Effectiveness (PUE) score of 1.2 or lower, as recommended by the 

County’s Data Center Workgroup, ensuring the absolute highest 

level of energy efficiency. 



Conclusion 

Frederick County Executive Fitzwater has rightly stated that she does not want us to become the 

next Northern Virginia. Yet, by expanding the CDI Overlay Zone without first securing these 

legally binding, measurable environmental standards, the County is essentially subsidizing an 

outdated, high-carbon model of development through tax incentives and a state-level pollution 

loophole. 

I urge you to halt the expansion of the CDI-OZ and amend the associated zoning regulations to 

include the above mandatory green standards before any further development is approved. 

Respectfully, 

Elyse Wilson 

Adamstown MD 

  



From: Kyle Wilson <kylewilson2799@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 12:32 AM 

To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 

<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-

Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte 

<KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry 

<JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee 

<RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 

Subject: CDI Overlay Zone Must Protect Our Land: The Permanent Environmental Scars of Diesel 

Generators 

Council Members, 

I am writing to you today, as you deliberate the Critical Digital Infrastructure (CDI) Overlay Zone, 

to demand you look beyond short-term tax revenue and reject the permanent environmental 

degradation that reliance on thousands of diesel generators will inflict on Adamstown and the 

entirety of Frederick County. 

The proposed development is not merely a collection of buildings; it is a permanent change to 

the land that violates the long-term stewardship Frederick County owes its residents. 

The Permanent Scars on Our Land, Air, and Water 

The reliance on fossil-fuel backup systems and the massive scale of the Quantum Frederick 

campus pose three permanent threats to our land: 

1. Permanent Air and Soil Contamination: The aggregated exhaust from thousands of 

generators (even if run only for testing) releases Nitrogen Oxides 

($\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$) and Particulate Matter ($\text{PM}_{2.5}$). This leads to acid 

deposition, permanently changing soil chemistry, harming forests and local crops, and 

contaminating the soil with heavy metals. 

2. Permanent Water and Groundwater Contamination Risk: The project requires storing 

tens of thousands of gallons of toxic diesel fuel on-site. The risk of a catastrophic spill—

during delivery or transfer—is multiplied by the project's scale, leading to long-term, 

expensive, and potentially permanent contamination of our local aquifers and 

tributaries feeding the Potomac River. 

3. Permanent Loss of Ecological Land: Converting 1,600 acres to impermeable industrial 

concrete and steel permanently removes productive land, drastically increasing 

stormwater runoff, which causes increased flooding and erosion that permanently alters 

local hydrology. 



The Solution is Immediately Available and Financially Viable 

The use of diesel is not a necessity; it is a choice to use the cheapest, dirtiest technology. Green 

alternatives are proven, scalable, and deployed by this very industry in neighboring regions: 

Problem: Polluting 

Backup 

Proven Solution: Hybrid Clean 

Power 
Operational Benefit 

Diesel 

Generators (Air 

pollution, noise, 

fuel spill risk) 

Battery Energy Storage Systems 

(BESS): Silent, zero-emission, 

instantaneous power for short 

outages and peak shaving. 

Cost savings on peak 

demand and superior 

reliability (instantaneous 

switchover vs. 15-second 

diesel ramp-up). 

Long-Run 

Diesel (Needed for 

multi-day outages) 

Green Hydrogen Fuel Cells: Zero-

emission power source whose 

only byproduct is water and heat. 

Can be fueled for long-term 

backup (48+ hours) without 

combustion. 

Future-proof against 

tightening emission 

regulations and completely 

eliminates on-site air 

pollution. 

Our Demand: Choose the Green Standard Over Permanent Degradation 

The Frederick County Council must use the CDI Overlay Zone to mandate these proven 

solutions. We must not allow a state loophole (SB474) to force us to accept permanent 

environmental damage. 

We demand you amend the CDI Overlay Zone immediately to: 

1. Mandate the use of non-polluting backup power (BESS and Green Fuel Cells) to 

eliminate the permanent health and land risks associated with diesel. 

2. Mandate 100% Carbon-Free Energy (CFE) to protect our air and climate. 

We implore you not to place a permanent environmental scar on Frederick County. The long-

term cost of remediation for polluted air, soil, and water will be borne by residents for 

generations to come. 

Respectfully, 

Kyle Wilson 

Adamstown MD 



From: K and E Stephens <kandestephens@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 12:17 AM 

To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve 

<SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, 

MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 

Cc: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 

<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 

Subject: IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED: Amend CDI Overlay Zone to BAN Diesel Generators and 

Mandate 100% Green Power 

To County Council, 

I am writing to you today—just five days before the critical December 16th Public Hearing on 

the CDI Overlay Zone—to demand that you use your local authority to stop the construction of 

thousands of polluting diesel generators in Frederick County. 

The fact is that the most damaging part of the data center expansion, the backup power, is not 

yet fully permitted. We still have the power to stop the diesel path now, and it is a moral and 

environmental imperative that you do so. 

The Irresponsibility of Choosing Diesel Over Green 

It is completely indefensible and irresponsible for Frederick County to accept diesel generators 

when our regional neighbors are already proving that clean alternatives are immediately 

available: 

1. Green Alternatives Are Proven Next Door: In Chantilly, VA (only a state away), industry 

leaders like Digital Realty are achieving 100% Carbon-Free Energy (CFE) coverage and 

publicly committing to operate at this standard. This proves that high-capacity data 

centers are compatible with a completely clean power supply. 

2. Clean Backup is Available in Maryland: Nearby in Montgomery County, developers are 

actively pursuing advanced battery storage and fuel cell technology for reliable backup 

power, eliminating the need for polluting diesel. 

3. The State Validated Our Concern: The PSC initially denied a massive generator request 

by Aligned Data Centers in Frederick County, affirming the community’s position that this 

level of pollution is unacceptable. The subsequent state law (SB474) did not make diesel 

cleaner; it simply removed the state regulator's power to stop the developers. 

Our Demand: Use the CDI-OZ to Ban Diesel Now 



As a County Council, you are the last line of defense. The CDI Overlay Zone must be amended 

immediately to include the following binding language before a single additional permit is 

issued: 

1. Ban Fossil Fuel Backup: The CDI Overlay Zone must explicitly prohibit the construction 

or operation of any new diesel, natural gas, or fossil fuel-powered backup 

generators within the zone. This is a non-negotiable step to protect the air quality and 

public health of our community, especially those near schools. 

2. Mandate 100% Clean Energy: All facilities within the CDI-OZ must be bound by contract 

to source 100% verifiable Carbon-Free Energy (CFE) for all operational load, matching 

the standard already achieved by their peers next door. 

3. Link Tax Incentives to Clean Energy: The County must tie all development tax incentives 

to the achievement and maintenance of the 100% CFE and no-diesel standards. If they 

choose pollution, they forfeit our tax support. 

We urge you to take courageous and decisive action at the upcoming December 16th Public 

Hearing. Do not allow Frederick County to become the dumping ground for outdated, polluting 

technology that is already being phased out by developers operating in adjacent markets. 

We ask you to stand with the residents and environmental health of Frederick County. 

Respectfully, 

Ken Stephens 

Adamstown MD 

  



From: Adamstown Resident <residentadamstown@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 12:45 AM 

To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 

<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 

<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, 

Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 

Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-

Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 

Subject: ETHICAL MANDATE for December 16th CDI Vote: Is a Temporary Construction Job Worth 

Permanently Poisoning Thousands of Citizens? 

Honorable County Executive Fitzwater and Members of the Frederick County Council, 

We are writing with urgency ahead of the December 16th Public Hearing on the CDI Overlay 

Zone to address the central ethical failure of the current data center plan: the reliance on 

thousands of polluting diesel generators. 

The MDE is currently reviewing permits for just the first wave of these machines. If approved, 

the Council will have permitted an environmental hazard that will permanently compromise the 

health of thousands of Frederick County citizens, including children at Carroll Manor 

Elementary. 

The False Trade-Off: Temporary Jobs vs. Permanent Pollution 

We are being sold a false choice: accepting temporary construction jobs in exchange for 

a permanent health hazard. 

1. Permanent Pollution: The combustion of diesel releases massive amounts 

of $\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$ and $\text{PM}_{2.5}$. This toxic exhaust is not a temporary 

nuisance; it is a permanent threat that leads to lifelong respiratory and cardiac illness, 

soil contamination, and an increased flood/spill risk from diesel storage. 

2. Temporary Gain: The construction jobs touted by developers and lobbyists (including 

the IBEW) are time-bound (1-3 years). This short-term economic benefit does not justify 

decades of pollution for the residents whose taxes are subsidizing these projects. 

The Clean Solution: Mandate Union-Built Clean Energy 

This must not be framed as an anti-union or anti-job issue. The solution is to mandate the 

creation of better, safer, union jobs that install and maintain modern infrastructure: 



Current Problem (Dirty & 

Temporary) 
Mandated Solution (Clean & Long-Term) 

Polluting Diesel 

Generators 

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) and Green 

Hydrogen Fuel Cells. 

Frederick's Current 

Standard 

100% Carbon-Free Energy (CFE), as proven by the industry 

one state away (Digital Realty). 

Our Demand: Use the CDI-OZ to Fulfill Your Ethical Duty 

Given County Executive Fitzwater's commitment to worker welfare and the Council's duty to 

public health, we demand you use the CDI Overlay Zone to make the following binding 

conditions immediately enforceable: 

1. Ban Fossil Fuel Backup: Explicitly prohibit the construction or operation of all diesel or 

fossil-fuel generators within the CDI Overlay Zone. 

2. Mandate Clean Labor: Require that the installation and maintenance of the 

mandated Battery Energy Storage Systems and Green Hydrogen Fuel Cells be 

performed exclusively by high-wage, skilled union labor. This secures long-term clean 

jobs for Frederick County workers. 

3. Mandate 100% CFE: Demand the facilities operate on 100% Carbon-Free Energy—the 

standard already achieved by their peers. 

Do not allow the pursuit of temporary construction revenue to saddle the citizens of Frederick 

County with permanent pollution and health consequences. We demand you vote to protect 

your constituents and the future of our land. 

Respectfully, 

Heather Wilson 

Adamstown MD 

  



From: Vicki <vickimichael@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 3:34 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad 
<BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, 
Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, 
Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Elizabeth Bauer <cdnlizard@gmail.com>; Mary Beam <beamery@comcast.net>; William Beam 
<billbeam4th@gmail.com>; Peter Michael <phmichael@comcast.net>; Steve Black 
<steveblack2313@gmail.com>; Gene Butler <rollbackfarmer@comcast.net>; Steve Cassis 
<steve.cassis@ymail.com>; Jennifer Charlton <Jennifer@charltoncommunications.com>; Tony Checchia 
<tonylchecchia@gmail.com>; Joseph Clark <csanddenterprisesllc@gmail.com>; Angela Cook 
<dogmom65412@gmail.com>; Dale Franklin <dale.franklin@yahoo.com>; Sarah Gilbert 
<gillie111@gmail.com>; Rachel Hornyak <rachel.frymark@gmail.com>; Santa Hsu 
<santahsu@comcast.net>; Beth Jeffers <bjeffers511@comcast.net>; Elizabeth Law 
<bettybob1758@gmail.com>; Jack Le <jackqle@hotmail.com>; Kelly Le <kellyod518@aol.com>; Abby 
Mann <abbs0411@gmail.com>; Steve Poteat <cspoteat@gmail.com>; Responsible Growth Frederick 
<responsiblegrowthfrederick@gmail.com>; Carl Rosey <croseycool@gmail.com>; Judy Rosey 
<jprosey@hotmail.com>; Eric Schaub <Eschaub101@aol.com>; Brian Sweeney 
<briansweeney8911@gmail.com>; Tom Vaughan <ctv1027@gmail.com>; William West 
<wsrkwest@gmail.com>; Zoning Group 1 <whitesands12@gmail.com>; Zoning Group 2 
<vicki07@hotmail.com>; Judy Rosey <jprosey@hotmail.com> 
Subject: Vote NO to rezone Southern Frederick County agricultural property to industrial use 

  
Dear Council Members, Neighbors, and Friends, 
My husband and I own Cooling Springs Farm at 2455 Ballenger Creek Pike in Adamstown, 
Maryland.  We have lived here for 22 years after moving from California to bring the property 
back into the Michael family.  The farm was first explored in 1704, then founded in 1768, and 
our current farmhouse was built in 1879.  The property is listed in the Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Places, as well as a Frederick County Landmark, and was a site on the Underground 
Railroad during the Civil War.  We donated a conservation easement to the Maryland 
Environmental Trust so that it can never be developed or the home altered.  The property lies 
within a large Maryland Priority Preservation Area, legally designated to remain rural and 
permanently zoned for agriculture and other strictly pastoral uses.   
We moved here because we loved the character and architecture of downtown Frederick, the 
arts and culture of the community, the beautiful surroundings of the rural countryside, and the 
friendly residents.  Now we are heartbroken to witness an endless sea of monstrous concrete, 
windowless, square boxes being built one mile from our home.  To make things worse, the 
thought of a possible rezoning of agricultural properties to heavy industry is like a living 
nightmare.  We live 40 feet (yes, that’s FEET) from one of the properties in the overlay scenario 
proposed by the data center developers.  I never imagined or hoped that one day I would be 
living in an industrial area.  You can prevent this outrage by your vote against the conversion of 
agricultural property to industrial use.  Please do so to protect your constituents from harm and 
anguish, which is your job.  Once this farmland is gone, it would be gone forever. 
Besides destroying the precious and valuable agricultural land around us, the air quality, noise 
levels, traffic, light pollution, and much more, it would seem that the valuable tourism industry 



here would also take a hit. Frederick prides itself on its strength in the tourism industry.  Of 
course, visitors love the downtown area with nice shops and restaurants.  What will happen 
when they venture outside the City of Frederick?  What will happen to the cyclists and 
motorcyclists that frequent the curving roads and hills in our community.  Will they meet head-
on with an enormous truck moving a gigantic battery or have the delightful view of a battery 
storage site or sewage treatment plant?  I think they would choose a different route.  Don’t 
you?  Too bad for Frederick County.  
It is said that by destroying our 1% of the county’s farmland that 99% of the county’s farmland 
will be spared from this disamenity of data centers.  Everyone will gain except us.  Destroy one 
of our acres and you get to have five of your acres protected.  That’s mighty gracious of us, 
don’t you think? How about reimbursing us for the losses we would take on our real estate 
values and giving us a lifetime permanent real estate and county tax exemption?   On top of 
that, we would most likely be forced to convert our pastures here at Cooling Springs Farm to 
forest land to block the views, sounds, lights, noise, and pollution of any development near 
us.  Maybe we would build a wall.  We would like to be reimbursed for those expenses as well.  
The idea being promoted by the Data Center Alliance of Maryland that “Concentration Prevents 
Proliferation” is disproven by the very fact that the Eastalco site isn’t even completed yet, and 
there is already the need for an Overlay Zone to grow and proliferate further.  Concentration 
actually triggers proliferation by exhausting local ecological capacity.  When large clusters of 
data centers are built in one region, they create intense localized pressures such as extreme 
electricity demand, competition for limited renewable energy, heavy water consumption for 
cooling, and heat-island effects.  These stresses soon make the region unsustainable as a sole 
hub, forcing companies to build additional data centers in other regions to secure energy, 
cooling, and grid stability.  Bottom Line: Concentration doesn’t prevent proliferation, 
it drives it.  I found the flyer mailed to us by the Data Center Alliance of Maryland to be 
offensive and insulting. 
I thank you for your continued service to the community and for seriously understanding the 
concerns and welfare of your constituents who value thoughtful, sustainable 
development.  Again, please refrain from harming your constituents and vote AGAINST the 
proposed overlay zone and the rezoning of agricultural property to industrial use.  
Very truly yours, 
Vicki Michael 
Cooling Springs Farm 
On the Underground Railroad 
2455 Ballenger Creek Pike 
Adamstown, MD 21710 
240-344-6558 
vickimichael@comcast.net 
  

mailto:vickimichael@comcast.net


From: Elizabeth Law <bettybob1758@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 4:49 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Murray, Patrick <PMurray@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Victoria Venable <vvenable216@gmail.com>; 
Wilkins, Michael <MWilkins@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Katie Nash <knash@cityoffrederickmd.gov>; 
Michael OConnor <moconnor@cityoffrederickmd.gov>; Sarah Hempel Irani 
<hello@sarahforfrederick.com>; Libby Taylor <libby.kari@gmail.com>; cesardiaz@protonmail.com; Scott 
Lasher <scott.lasher@yahoo.com>; Derek Shackelford <dshackelford@cityoffrederickmd.gov>; pbrehm 
<pbrehm@comcast.net> 
Subject: Public Comments Re: County CDI Zone- Upcoming FERC Order on Large Loads 

 

Council Members,  

Please see below my comments, a summary of the discussions taking place at the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) with utility stakeholders and the Independent 
Market Monitor.  I am providing this to inform your decision on Dec. 23 as to how large the 
Adamstown Quantum Frederick site should be.  This will be particularly true for Maryland, 
which already imports 40 % of its power. 

  

FERC is dealing with the need for a response to the unprecedented cost increased of 
electricity for the consumer.  The news is rife with stories of ALICE folks who now need to 
choose between food, rent and electricity bills.  The source of this increased cost has been 
the rapacious power demands of hyperscale data centers. 

  

The questions at FERC are how will the nation  provide electric power for hyperscale 
datacenters and who will pay for the infrastructure such as transmission lines, large 
generators?  The decision will affect all communities who are dealing with data center 
growth.   

  

FERC is considering having the data centers themselves foot the bill for the transmission 
lines and generators they will require, rather than have the cost amaturized among all 
ratepayers.   It will take time for FERC to come to a decision and to institute procedures, 
rules and orders for the utilities and  Regional Transmission Operators like PJM to follow.  It 
will take time for states and communities and even the MD Tech Council Lobby to 
determine what this will mean.  



  

In the meantime this will have a dampening effect on data center growth.  

  

During this time of such economic uncertainty as to who will pay the enormous cost of 
electricity - which will serve primarily the data center industry,  

it behooves the Council to limit the area of the Adamstown Quantum Fredrick site to its 
present size.  How can you jump into data center sprawl when you don't know the cost 
effect?   

Thank you,  

Betty Law 

Chair,  

Fellowship of Scientists and Engineers 

  

From https://www.csis.org/analysis/whats-stake-fercs-large-load-proposal 

  

What’s at Stake in FERC’s Large Load Proposal? 

  

Critical Questions by  Aaron Yang,  Ray Cai,  Joseph Majkut,  and  Mathias Zacarias 

Published December 9, 2025 

A new Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order could determine whether the 
U.S. grid can scale quickly and responsibly enough to meet AI-driven demand. 

In an assertive use of its authority, the Department of Energy directedFERC on October 23 
to initiate a rulemaking (Docket No. RM26-4-000) to standardize how large loads—those 
over 20 megawatts (MW)—and colocation facilities interconnect to the transmission 
system. In its Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANOPR), FERC grounded its 
proposal in its authority over transmission facilities, wholesale markets, and practices 
affecting wholesale rates under Section 201(b) of the Federal Power Act. 

Responding to the ANOPR, utilities, data center developers, power producers, and state 
regulators submitted comments to FERC. This analysis draws upon aggregated comments 
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and issue tracking provided by Halcyon, as well as a review of representative filings. These 
materials highlight the key questions that FERC must resolve before its April 30, 2026, 
deadline for a final rulemaking. Hyperlinks in this brief point to sample comments. 

FERC’s decision will set an important precedent for how regulators handle hybrid 
interconnections and, more broadly, how they integrate new load onto an already 
constrained grid. 

Q1: What counts as a “large load?” 

A1: Responses broadly reflect two distinct viewpoints: stakeholders comfortable with the 
proposed 20 MW floor, and those arguing for a higher threshold—often 50, 75, 100 MW or 
even 200–300 MW. For context, 20 MW is roughly enough to power 16,500 homes or a large 
university campus such as Louisiana State University. Supporters argue that the 20 MW 
threshold, aligned with FERC’s existing generator interconnection procedure, would create 
a coherent regulatory framework for any customer large enough to affect the transmission 
system materially. 

What once qualified as a “large load” at 20–30 MW now appears modest in a landscape 
where developments increasingly push into the hundreds of megawatts. Critics warn that 
20 MW would sweep in midsized manufacturers and facilities traditionally served under 
state tariffs, effectively federalizing retail matters. Many stakeholders instead converge 
around 50–100 MW as a more practical threshold for federal involvement, noting that 
today’s system-shaping data centers routinely exceed 200–300 MW. 

Q2: How far does FERC’s authority extend over large loads? 

A2: The commission argues that very large loads resemble generators in how they affect 
reliability and system costs, and should fall under federal oversight when they interconnect 
to the bulk power system. Adopting this interpretation would establish a more uniform 
national framework, but it has drawn legal and political resistance from states. 

Stakeholder comments split into two groups: those who want to accelerate development 
and those who want to preserve existing regulatory authority. Developers and technology 
companies favor a stronger federal role to reduce friction, shorten timelines, and manage 
transmission system impacts that extend beyond state boundaries. In contrast, states and 
many utilities oppose the proposal, viewing it as a threat to their traditional authority over 
retail service, distribution, and resource planning. 

Q3: Who pays to upgrade the grid to serve large loads? 

A3: U.S. data centers drove a 22 percent increase in electricity demand in 2025 
and could triple by 2030, making them one of the largest sources of load growth. Yet 
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national transmission studies show that the United States is building only a fraction of the 
high-capacity lines it needs each year. Because the grid cannot scale as fast as demand, 
policymakers now treat cost allocation not as a technical ratemaking issue but as a central 
question of who pays for grid expansion—and how fast it happens. 

FERC’s proposal adopts a 100 percent participant funding model that would require large 
load customers to pay the full cost of the network upgrades their projects trigger. 
Supporters argue this follows the logic of cost causation: when a data center or industrial 
campus connects in a constrained pocket of the grid, it should pay for the transmission it 
requires. 

This policy marks a sharp departure from the traditional socialized model, in which 
transmission upgrades are treated as shared infrastructure and recovered through regional 
transmission rates. Proponents argue this design reflects the physical and economic 
reality: Once built, transmission improves reliability, reduces congestion, and enables 
power flows for everyone. Industrial manufacturers such as steelmakers also note that 
while large technology firms may be able to absorb major interconnection costs, capital-
intensive facilities such as electric arc furnace steel mills often cannot. At the same time, 
socializing costs raises the political risk that ratepayers will view higher electricity bills as 
subsidies for corporate expansions, especially in regions already struggling with 
affordability or reliability. 

FERC itself acknowledged this tension in the ANOPR, asking whether a later crediting 
mechanism could offset network upgrade costs. In response, state commissions, utilities, 
and technology firms proposedan intermediate model: Large loads would 
fund upgrades upfront but receive partial refunds or credits if those facilities later delivered 
systemwide benefits. 

Q4: What does “bring your own power” mean for hybrid projects? 

A4: Stakeholders generally agree that hybrid projects—large loads paired with colocated 
generation or storage—should move through a single, coordinated interconnection process 
rather than be treated as separate facilities. The dispute lies over how to model them. 
Developers and technology companies argue that when a data center “brings its own 
power” (BYOP), studies should measure its net use of the grid based on injection and 
withdrawal rights. From their perspective, colocated generation reduces system impacts 
and should translate into lower upgrade costs and faster processing. 

Utilities and grid operators reject that logic, arguing planners cannot assume on-site 
generation will always perform as promised. They therefore insist hybrid facilities 
be studied on a gross basis—using full load and generation assumptions—so the grid can 
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withstand contingencies when on-site power fails. Regardless of how hybrids are modeled, 
there is broad support for requiring physical protections—such as relays and control 
schemes—that prevent injections or withdrawals beyond approved limits. 

Q5: Is load flexibility a real grid resource or regulatory fiction? 

A5: Stakeholders broadly agree that flexible loads can help integrate new demand. The 
question is whether FERC treats that flexibility as a core resource or a secondary 
accommodation. 

Recent studies suggest flexibility can materially reduce system stress and cost exposure—
but only under strict conditions. Research from Camus, encoord, and Princeton 
University’s ZERO Lab finds that pairing flexible interconnection with BYOP can speed 
interconnection while limiting both system expansion and ratepayer exposure. Similarly, 
Duke University’s Nicholas Institute reports that enforcing load flexibility during a small 
number of critical hours can reduce both system stress and capacity requirements. 
Together, these studies frame load flexibility as a valuable planning tool, but not a 
substitute for transmission investment or reliability oversight. Its value depends on whether 
operators can observe it, enforce it, and incorporate it into planning. 

Commenters disagree on how FERC should weigh that evidence. Some developers want 
FERC to offer expedited interconnection as an incentive to loads that agree to curtail, 
arguing controllable demand can ease congestion and defer network upgrades. Others—
especially state commissions, consumer advocates, and utilities—warn that treating loads 
as dispatchable could increase reliability risks for ratepayers without strong safeguards. 
They note that most hyperscale data centers still operate as firm load, with limited 
willingness to curtail in practice—a point some technology firms, including 
Meta, acknowledge. The North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
likewise warns that rapidly changing large loads can destabilize frequency and voltage and 
raise fault risks unless planners model them conservatively. 

Aaron Yang is a research intern with the Energy Security and Climate Change Program at 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C. Ray Cai is an 
associate fellow in the Energy Security and Climate Change Program at CSIS. Joseph 
Majkut is director of the Energy Security and Climate Change Program at CSIS. Mathias 
Zacarias is an associate fellow and energy transitions fellow in the Energy Security and 
Climate Change Program at CSIS. 
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From: Judy Thompson <middletownlady@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 12:51 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Against Data Center Expansion 

  
Dear County Council Members, County Executive Fitzwater, and Planning Commission 
Members, 
  
Since summer 2026, I believe it is, I’ve been emailing the Council regarding the proposed data 
centers. During the same time, I’ve consistently requested that the Council reject expansion of 
the data center area. My main complaint has been that the Council didn’t honor the 
recommendation of the work group and support a year’s study of the ramifications of data 
center development on Frederick County. 
  
I also attended one of the Winchester Hall hearings but didn’t speak. 
  
My secondary complaint is that data centers are purported to run up electricity bills of everyone 
in the county. My electricity bill is already double what it was this time last year. I’m sure I’m not 
alone in this. 
  
I am pleased with the insightful recommendations of Frederick County’s Planning Commission. 
The justification provided for their decision is comprehensive and exemplary. 
  
I’m not happy that the Council chose to schedule workshops, hearings and votes at this busiest 
time of year. Is the Council trying to eliminate public input and quash thoughtful amendments 
by its members? 
  
To repeat, please vote against expansion of the data center zone per the Planning Commission's 
recommendations. 
  
To repeat, please schedule a study to examine the effects of data center development as 
recommended by the working group. Making decisions without the best available and current 
information is faulty governance. 
  
I've also emailed and called my Maryland representatives, Senate President Bill Ferguson, 
Candidate for Speaker of the House Joseline Pena-Melnyk and the four members of my 
Maryland legislative district asking them to override the data center study bill veto in the 
upcoming session.  
  
Finally, my thanks to Jerry Donald and Steve McKay for their votes on this issue. 
  
Judy I. Thompson 
Middletown MD 



From: Theresa Furnari <tafurnari10@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 1:19 PM 
To: Planning Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Council Members 
<CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Do not expand the growth area 
 
 
Good Afternoon:  I just learned that the Data Center Study Bill that was vetoed by Governor 
Moore is on the docket for a veto override.  It is critical that the county have objective 
information to determine the benefits and burdens of providing a venue for data centers.  Thus I 
ask, if you would consider postponing your decision on the overlay zone until the vote is held 
for overriding the veto. I understand that there is a meeting on December 16 for members of 
the general assembly.  By postponing your decision, you stand in the best position to have the 
relevant information before you for such an important decision. At present, I have only read 
reports by the tech council, which is not objective.  There is nothing wrong with wanting to be 
well informed before you make a decision and I ask that you do so.   
 
  
 
Additionally, it is no question that AI is driving the construction of data centers.  However, I 
continue to read new reports challenging the use of AI.  The most recent, was a case filed by the 
NYT and Chicago Tribune, challenging AI's use of the papers' news to compile its AI 
response.  They should be paying for the information.  But this is one of many challenges.  As a 
result, I again ask, how much in demand will data centers be in the future with these challenges 
to AI and the changing technology of storing data.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Theresa Furnari 
  



From: Annmarie Winkler <winklerah@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 9:32 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: NO OVERLAY/DATA CENTER EXPANSION! (AND NO TO DIESEL GENERATORS) 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Attention Council Members: 

 It’s just been announced that more than 230 environmental groups are urging lawmakers to halt 
approvals and construction of new data centers amid what they describe as growing 
environmental and economic crises. 

 Should economic conditions in the tech sector sour, the burgeoning artificial intelligence boom 
may evaporate – and, with it, the economic activity associated with the boom in data center 
development and growth. Dept is playing an increasingly large role in the financing of data 
centers. In the end, this might not be that profitable for Frederick County and in the meantime, 
ruin the Adamstown infrastructure and landscape based on quick decisions. 

 Please deny the expansion of the data centers beyond the existing East Alcoa site, and 
seriously look at the impacts 99 diesel generators are on the neighboring communities, 
surround farms and residential areas, and our youth at Carroll Manor Elementary school. 

 Please DENY, DENY, DENY! 

  



From: ER Benecke <erbenecke@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, December 13, 2025 9:32 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: CDI Overlay Zone Map Public Hearing Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Frederick County Council,  

I request that the Council vote to approve the map recommended by the Frederick County 

Planning Commission limiting the Overlay Zone Map to the "existing Quantum Frederick 

data center campus that already has site and preliminary plan approval and areas known as 

the Noffsinger and Windridge properties, east of Cap Stine Road" and not to approve the 

Overlay Zone expansion map presented by the county administration and staff that would 

double the area already approved for data centers at Eastalco, with insufficient objective 

information on how the first wave of hyperscale data centers will affect the local 

environment and the Frederick County community. 

  

Thank you. 

Eileen Benecke 

Frederick, Maryland  
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From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 3:14 PM 
To: McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry 
<JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Luna, Nancy <NLuna@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte 
<KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: STEVE MCKAY <stevemckay@comcast.net>; Council Members 
<CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Venable, Victoria 
<VVenable@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: URGENT ACTION REQUIRED Before Dec 23rd VOTE: The Council Must Use CDI-OZ to Ban Diesel 
Generators and Mandate Clean Tech 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Honorable County Executive Fitzwater and Members of the Frederick County Council, 

As a resident of Adamstown, I write to underscore the most critical decision before 
you: Your vote on the CDI Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) on December 23rd will determine if 
over 1,000 polluting diesel generators are allowed to permanently poison our 
community. 

We demand that the Council use the CDI-OZ to impose new, higher standards that 
retroactively apply to all unfinished projects. 

I. The Council's Absolute Legal Power to Intervene Now 

Do not let developers claim your hands are tied. The Council absolutely retains the legal 
and zoning authority to stop this pollution, particularly because the full pollution package 
(the 1,000+ diesel generators) is NOT yet vested or fully permitted. 

Legal/Political 
Lever The Council’s Authority 

Zoning 
Amendment 
(CDI-OZ) 

You can pass an amendment to the CDI-OZ on December 23rd that 
imposes new restrictions on specific uses based on public health and 
safety. 

Site Plan 
Loophole 

The vast majority of generators are still pending Building Permits. You 
have the power to pass a bill that immediately halts the issuance of 
any further Building Permits for fossil fuel backup systems within 
the CDI-OZ. 

Maryland Land 
Use Authority 

State law empowers you to impose restrictions "to preserve, enhance, 
or protect the general character" of the land—a direct justification 
against air pollution. 

Export to Sheets 



II. The Ethical Imperative: Ban Pollution, Mandate Clean Jobs 

You face a false choice. The solution is not to eliminate jobs, but to mandate cleaner, 
safer, long-term union jobs. 

• The Diesel Lie: The construction jobs are temporary (1-3 years). The pollution from 
diesel generators is permanent (20+ years of toxic NOx and PM2.5 emissions) that 
permanently threatens the health of our children near Carroll Manor Elementary. 

• The Clean Mandate: The Council must mandate the use of zero-emission 
alternatives that are proven and commercially available: Battery Energy Storage 
Systems (BESS) and Green Hydrogen Fuel Cells. This provides the IBEW with 
the highly skilled, long-term clean energy installation and maintenance jobs they 
seek, without sacrificing community health. 

III. The Binding Mandates We Demand Before December 23rd 

We demand that the Council amend the CDI-OZ with the following two legally binding 
conditions: 

A. Mandate the Diesel Ban and Clean Substitution 

"Notwithstanding any prior site plan or conditional approval, the issuance of any new 
Building Permit or Occupancy Permit for any fossil-fuel-fired emergency power 
generator in the CDI Overlay Zone is hereby PROHIBITED. The developer shall 
substitute the previously planned fossil fuel backup systems with an equivalent capacity 
of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) and/or Green Hydrogen Fuel Cells." 

B. Mandate the 100% Green Power Source 

"All data center facilities within the CDI Overlay Zone must achieve and maintain 100% 
verifiable Carbon-Free Energy (CFE) for all operational load, meeting the standard 
already set by industry leaders one state away." 

Do not allow the loophole of SB474 to condemn Frederick County to decades of 
irreversible pollution. Your vote on December 23rd must uphold your duty to public health 
over a developer's short-term profit. 

Sincerely, 

Elyse Wilson 

  



From: Mary Dague <mhdague@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 6:52 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: countyexecutive@frederickcounty.gov 
Subject: Please Vote Against Amazon Warehouses 
  
Just as Americans are guaranteed due process under law, the land we 

develop is subject to review by the people who live there.  
  
Yet, Adamstown residents were given no prior notice of development 

of 1,600 acres the Council approved for construction of data center 

warehouses. This development has already destroyed fertile farmland, 

woodland and damaged well water systems. Yet, Council has never 

authorized any environmental, health or cost/benefit studies for the 

construction already in progress. 
  
Now Amazon has applied for a license to place infrastructure on 
abutting acreage. I urge you to deny this license on the grounds that 

no enrivronmental, health and cost/benefit studies have been 

performed on this land either. 
  
Since Carroll Manor Elementary School is a significant neighbor to the 

Amazon property, costly and extensive remediation will be required 
before any warehouse is built. Has Council addressed this renovation 

cost to the County taxpayers?  Has Council thought about the impact 

on children of living and attending school in a town filled with toxic 
emissions? Has Council sought the advice of epidemologists about the 

health of all residents? 
  
It's my belief that an individual or a class of people who are 

irredeemably harmed in the future can file suit against the County. It 

is in Council's interest, therefore, to order studies done before voting 
on a license for Amazon infrastructure. 
  
Taxpayers are also voters. Council needs to answer these questions for 
Adamstown and all of Frederick County. 
  
Mary Holmes Dague 
3890 Point of Rocks Road 
Jefferson, Maryland 21755 
  



From: Lauren Foley <lfoley720@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 6:51 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Overlap map for data center 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
I remain distressed reading the news these last few days - the article from the Frederick 
News Post citing that the Council will likely enact a data center overlay map near 
Adamstown. Despite the Planning Commissions vote to limit the overlay, and a public 
outcry against the development. The Planning Commission limits to the overlay are 
responsible, if we have to have data centers at all.  
  
I recently enjoyed an afternoon visiting a bunch of antique shops at old barns and farms 
around Adamstown, Buckeystown, and the surrounding area. I took friends that were 
visiting for the Thanksgiving holiday and we happened to drive right by the Alcoa Eastalco 
site. I told them data centers were coming and they were all disgusted that would be the 
view instead of these rolling hills, old farms, and awesome places to visit. It’s shameful - 
the statistics and info are out now: data centers do not add jobs, they only take from 
communities in terms of natural resources, quality of life, scenic views, and public health. 
  
I can’t understand why the council would make this move and I deeply regret that they will. 
I’m disappointed. We know so much from our neighbors in Virginia and we risk losing so 
much of what makes living here amazing. I hope my email is one of many that you receive 
in this issue.  
  
Lauren Foley 
Monrovia, MD  
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̀FǸGFLIGH
LN
̀FNLGSL
LaGHG
aIPa
hOVXIL̂HNIXH
LaVL
SVKKNL
[G
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council meeting 12/16/25 
From: Anne Garnett, agarnett02@gmail.com / 240-285-6517 
3264 Geranium Court 
Adamstown, MD 21710 

Whole Council and The Executive of Frederick County, 

Dear all, 

To Say I am extremely disappointed in the Government of 
Frederick County and State Government, is a understatement. 

Each and every time I come to a Council meeting or hear from 
our executive. This data center is going to do nothing but help in 
the running of things.  The jobs (what jobs?) it will produce, the 
tax revenue it will bring in etc.   

So far all it has done is stir up the Super fund site on EastAlco 
property. And lower wells and cause pollution in wells as well as 
the beginning of raising our electric Bills. 

So again why is the council trying to enlarge Data Center acreage 
before we see the positive and negatives of what you have 
already done.     

You have started the process with the 2000 acres of Eastalco 
property and you refuse to just see what happens before you 
enlarge the space.  Why?  I don’t know?  But I do know it is a 
mistake to do this now.   

I also keep hearing it is not in the Councils purview  to do the 
following get involved with the super fund area on the property 
(belongs to the State) The Water usage that is the State problem.  
The Electricity again belongs to the State.  

you the Council have pushed this and it will be handed off to the 
next council just like it was when Eastalco came in and left a 

mailto:agarnett02@gmail.com


mess.  But it is This council who will be remembered for not doing 
the following: 
	 	 	 	 	 Protecting the folks that live in 
Adamstown 
	 	 	 	 	 Making sure the state is doing all it 
should to protect 	 	 	 	 	 	 the Ground 	
water, and Air in Adamstown. 
	 	 	 	 	 Preventing the pollution of wells in 
Adamstown 
	 	 	 	 	 Directing the Business building the DAta 
CEnter 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 instead of letting 
them lead you.  

	 	 	 	 	 And many other things that I may not 
know about 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 yet. 

Data CEnters are now being linked to rare cancers (as on NBC 
news).  So This push to move on the overlay and give even more 
land over to building DAta Centers is a mistake in my opinion.  If 
things prove out in a positive way you can always to it in the 
future. 

I am not against data centers I am against the way you are doing 
it at this time.  Data CEnters should be controlled and the Council 
and planning and State government, should be doing a better job 
of that.   
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̂ecfdghijklmn
opqors
tuvw
jprs
xkklkkylqvzh{lq
uq
vwl
uyyl|uxvl
}rvrsl
vwlsl
tuii
~l
xv
ilxkv
���
krow
yxowuqlk
qlxs
�xsspii
�xqpshilylqvxsj
�owppiz

�wlkl
|l{uolk
tuii
lyuv
op�uprk
xyprqvk
p}
�piirvupqm
twuow
uk
tlii
�qptqvp
oxrkl
klsuprk
slk�usxvpsj
�sp~ilyk
xq|
l{lq
oxqolsk
uq
|l{lip�uq�
owui|slqz
�wl
l�olkku{lqpukl
oxq
|xyx�l
wlxsuq�m
lk�louxiij
uq
jprq�
owui|slqz�wl
x|{xqvx�lk
vp
vwl
�r~iuo
xq|
vwl
lq{uspqylqv
xsl
p~{uprkz

�xvvlsulk
xsl
kuilqv
xq|
qpq��piirvuq�z

�wlj
|p
qpv
qll|
vxq�k
wpi|uq�
��m���
�xiipqk
p}
|ulkli
}rli
}ps
lxow
~rui|uq�
ps
vwlsl�rixs
vsro�
vsx{li
pq
srsxi
spx|k
vp
|liu{ls
vwl
|ulkli
}rliz
�l
qll|
vp
uqops�psxvl
~xvvlsj
kvpsx�l
kjkvlyk
uqvp
xii
}rvrsl
|xvx
olqvls
kuvlk
xq|
vp
x||
vwuksl�ruslylqv
uqvp
xii
��n
ps|uqxqolkz

�wl
vlowqpip�j
uk
x|{xqouq�
uq
yl�xtxvvk
x{xuix~il
}psipq�ls
vuylk
xq|
tuvw
uqoslxkuq�
kx}lvjz
�xqj
yxqr}xovrslsk
p}}ls
x
{xsulvj
p}
~xvvlsj
kjkvlykz�wxq�km�lvvj
�xt

�B
X2�N
T1?
77N
CFC9
/�
HG7E
\J
,�6K1
L-�K�B
5������������������������@
4Q��1G pqpsx~il
�prqvj
h�lorvu{l
¡uv¢txvls
xq|
�ly~lsk
p}
vwl
¡sl|lsuo�
�prqvj
�prqouim£k
x
slku|lqv
p}
£|xykvptqm
n
tsuvl
vp
rq|lskopsl
vwl
ypkv
osuvuoxi
|loukupq
~l}psl
jpr¤
¥¦§̈
©¦ª«¦¬
ª­«
®̄ °
±©«̈²³́
µ¦¬«
¶®̄ °·±µ̧
¦¬
̄«¹«º»«̈
¼½̈¾
¿À²²
¾«ª«̈ºÀ¬«
ÀÁ
¦©«̈
ÂÃÄÄÄ
Å¦²²§ªÀ¬Æ¾À«Ç«²
Æ«¬«̈³ª¦̈Ç
³̈«
³²²¦¿«¾
ª¦
Å«̈º³¬«¬ª²́
Å¦ÀÇ¦¬
¦§̈
¹¦ºº§¬Àª́È�l
|lyxq|
vwxv
vwl
�prqoui
rkl
vwl
��n�ÉÊ
vp
uy�pkl
qltm
wu�wls
kvxq|xs|k
vwxv
slvspxovu{lijx��ij
vp
xii
rq}uqukwl|
�spËlovkz



���������	
��
�������
	�������
�����������
�����
������������� ��! " ��# $%�&�'()�*�+$�,'�!%�'$ ��( !-�., �/�+�&(��'0%��+� �*�$ �'(�%��, �� 1'��'�!�2��(�1'+�,�$(�*����%��#��,(%�#���+�(��3�#'$�(&+�'$�*�0 &'+% ��, �4566�786659:8;�7<=><?@�A9B@�CDEEEF�G:@H@6?@;@I<98IHJ�:H�KLM�N@9�O@H9@G�8I�4566N�7@IP:99@GQR 1'�ST��(�(&'�R " $ ., �/�+�&(�U%�V+�,�$(�*W8;:;?XP@;GP@;9�AYZ[\LWJ ]�+�&'��#'%%�'��') �!) �������, �/�̂_̀a����� & )0 $�bc$!��,'��()#�% %� d�$ %�$(&�(��%����%# &(e(&�+% %�0'% !����#+0�(&�, '��,�'�!�%'e �*-f:9@�g6<;h887B86@ ., �"'%��)'i�$(�*��e�1 � $'��$%�'$ �%�(���# �!(�1�j5:6G:;?�g@IP:9H-�]�+�,'" �, �#�d $����#'%%�'�0(����,'��:PP@G:<9@6N�B<69H�9B@�:HH5<;=@�84�<;N�45I9B@Ij5:6G:;?�g@IP:9H�48I�48HH:6�45@6�k<=>57�HNH9@PH�d(�,(���, �/�̂_̀a-l<IN6<;G�h<;GmH@�X59B8I:9N n�'� ��'d� )#�d $%�*�+����()#�% �$ %�$(&�(��%�o���#$ % $" 3� �,'�& 3��$#$�� &���, �1 � $'��&,'$'&� $o��e��, ��'�!p'�!($ &��i+%�(e(&'�(���'1'(�%��'($#���+�(��-qr#�$�����n,  �%��������s�����
��tu�������v�w�
���

	���
x�y�
z�����
��
�{���]�+�e'& �'�e'�% �&,�(& -�., �%��+�(���(%�������� �()(�'� �i�0%3�0+�����P<;G<9@�=6@<;@ID�H<4@ID�68;?\9@IP�5;:8;�|8kHQMB@�Z:@H@6�h:@}�., �&��%�$+&�(���i�0%�'$ �� )#�$'$*�~�_c�* '$%�-�., �#���+�(���e$�)�!( % �1 � $'��$%�(%�7@IP<;@;9�~b���* '$%��e���r(&��̀ r�'�!�T�b-�� )(%%(��%���,'��# $)'� ���*�,$ '� �%��, �, '��,��e��+$�&,(�!$ ��� '$�/'$$�����'��$�q� ) ��'$*-MB@�Y6@<;�l<;G<9@}�., �/�+�&(��)+%��)'�!'� ��, �+% ��e�2 $�_ )(%%(���'�� $�'�(" %��,'�'$ �#$�" ��'�!�&�)) $&('��*�'"'(�'0� ��j<99@IN��;@I?N�f98I<?@�fNH9@PH�Aj�ffJ�<;G�I@@;��NGI8?@;��5@6�Y@66HQ�.,(%�#$�"(! %��, �̂�q��d(�,��, �,(1,�*�%�(�� !3����1_� $)�&� '� � $1*�(�%�'��'�(���'�!�)'(�� �'�& �i�0%��, *�%  �3�d(�,�+��%'&$(e(&(�1�&�))+�(�*�, '��,-���������w�
z�
��y�
z����������t�
z�w����������t�������z� �! )'�!��,'���, �/�+�&(��') �!��, �/�̂_̀a�d(�,��, �e����d(�1��d��� 1'��*�0(�!(�1�&��!(�(��%����y�
z�������������
�w�
��
z��
��
��	�����	���
�K89�:9BH9<;G:;?�<;N�7I:8I�H:9@�76<;�8I�=8;G:9:8;<6�<77I8O<6D�9B@�:HH5<;=@�84�<;N;@��j5:6G:;?�g@IP:9�8I�L==57<;=N�g@IP:9�48I�<;N�48HH:6\45@6\4:I@G�@P@I?@;=N78�@I�?@;@I<98I�:;�9B@�YZ[�LO@I6<N�W8;@�:H�B@I@kN�g�L�[j[M�ZQ�., �! " ��# $%,'���%+0%�(�+� ��, �#$ "(�+%�*�#�'�� !�e�%%(��e+ ��0'&�+#�%*%� )%�d(�,�'�� �+("'� ��&'#'&(�*��e�j<99@IN��;@I?N�f98I<?@�fNH9@PH�Aj�ffJ�<;G�8I��I@@;��NGI8?@;��5@6Y@66H-ow��y�
z�����������������
���������	���oV���!'�'�& �� $�e'&(�(�( %�d(�,(���, �/�̂�̀" $�'*�a�� �)+%��'&,( " �'�!�)'(��'(��CEE�O@I:4:<k6@�Y<Ik8;\�I@@��;@I?N�AY��J�e�$�'����# $'�(��'����'!3�)  �(�1��, �%�'�!'$!'�$ '!*�% ��0*�(�!+%�$*�� '! $%��� �%�'� �'d'*-oZ8�;89�<668��9B@�6887B86@�84�fj����98�=8;G@P;��I@G@I:=>�Y85;9N�98�G@=<G@H�84�:II@O@IH:k6@786659:8;Q�]�+$�"�� ����� & )0 $�bc$!�)+%��+#,��!�*�+$�!+�*����#+0�(&�, '��,��" $�'�! " ��# $ %



����������	
�����
���������������	������



���������	
��
�
����������

���	���	���������������� �!"#����$"�#%#�"&�
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From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 10:56 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte 
<KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-
Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee 
<RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Lewis Young, Karen Senator <karen.young@senate.maryland.gov>; Folden, William Senator 
<william.folden@senate.maryland.gov>; Pippy, Jesse Delegate <jesse.pippy@house.maryland.gov>; 
april.miller@house.maryland.gov; Dustin Branch <dustin@chesapeakeclimate.org>; 
governor.mail@maryland.gov; Alex Lima -MDE- <alex.lima@maryland.gov>; 
Jennifer@CharltonCommunications.com; nanasentuo.bonsu@fox.com; 
justin.ready@senate.maryland.gov 
Subject: (1) Strategic Policy Review: Frederick County’s Regulatory Authority and Techno-Economic 
Mandate for Sustainable Digital Infrastructure 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

To Frederick County Council and Frederick County Executive Jessica Fitzwater, 

The proposed change does not compromise your tax revenue or job creation; it 
simply replaces the current, environmentally toxic diesel generators with a proven, 
cleaner backup system. This updated technology is already operational in neighboring 
communities like Dickerson, MD, and Chantilly, VA. Adopting it is crucial because it 
will save lives and improve public health by mitigating serious risks associated with 
diesel emissions, including cancerous side effects, respiratory damage, and exacerbated 
cardiovascular disease. 

Approving the estimated 1,000 diesel generators (under all completed permits) within 
2,000 feet of Carroll Manor Elementary is a direct violation of the State’s core 
Environmental Justice commitment to ensure 'equal protection from environmental 
and public health hazards.' This cluster of industrial, carcinogenic pollution near a school 
is precisely the type of disproportionate burden the VOICE Executive Order was 
established to prevent and must be rejected 

Strategic Policy Review: Frederick County’s Regulatory Authority and 
Techno-Economic Mandate for Sustainable Digital Infrastructure 

Executive Summary: Policy Synthesis and Critical Intervention Points 
Frederick County, Maryland, is currently navigating a critical regulatory confluence as it 
seeks to balance economic growth from the burgeoning data center industry—particularly 
within the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) near Adamstown—with 
its core objectives of environmental sustainability and quality of life preservation. 
This analysis confirms that while the County Council lacks the immediate, unilateral legal 
authority to revoke state-issued environmental permits for already-approved technology, it 
retains decisive leverage over subsequent development phases. 



• Core Finding: Frederick County’s regulatory control is strategically concentrated in 
its land-use and zoning framework, specifically via the CDI-OZ and 
the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) process. This framework provides a legally 
defensible pathway to mandate a transition from legacy diesel generator backup 
systems and inefficient cooling to modern, green solutions, such as Battery Energy 
Storage Systems (BESS) and high-efficiency liquid cooling, for the estimated six 
to eight data center facilities that have yet to receive final permits. 

• Techno-Economic Justification: The required technological shift is justified not 
merely on environmental grounds but also by compelling techno-economic 
arguments. Detailed Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) analysis demonstrates that 
BESS and high-efficiency liquid cooling offer significant long-term Operational 
Expenditure (OpEx) savings, streamlined regulatory compliance, and a robust 
defense against rapid technological obsolescence, thereby validating the County's 
proactive long-term planning strategy. 

• Recommendation: The County should immediately codify zero-emission backup 
and advanced cooling as non-negotiable performance standards for all pending 
and future CUP applications within the CDI-OZ. 

 

Section 1: The Regulatory Confluence—Navigating State Air Quality vs. Local Land Use Control 
Frederick County’s capacity to influence the technology deployed by data center 
developers, such as Amazon Data Services and Aligned Data Centers, is defined by the 
complex intersection of state-level air quality permitting and local land-use zoning authority. 
Understanding this jurisdictional division is crucial for formulating an effective intervention 
strategy. 

1.1. Current Status of Data Center Permits in Adamstown 
Initial phases of data center development have primarily proceeded under the regulatory 
purview of the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), which oversees Air 
Quality Permits to Construct (PTC). 

Status Developer Permit 
Type 

Equipment 
Permitted 

County Control 
Implications 

Issued 
Aligned 
Data 
Centers 

MDE 
PTC 
(Jan 
2025) 

43 diesel-fired 
emergency 
generators (42 x 
3,000 kW, 1 x 
1,000 kW), each 
with Selective 
Catalytic 
Reduction (SCR) 
technology. 

County Council cannot 
unilaterally block or 
legally mandate 
replacement without 
significant legal 
challenge (vested 
rights). 



Status Developer Permit 
Type 

Equipment 
Permitted 

County Control 
Implications 

Draft 
Amazon 
Data 
Services 

MDE 
Draft 
PTC 
(Nov 
2025) 

99 diesel 
generators (92 x 
2,750 kW 
emergency 
generators), all 
larger units 
mandated with 
SCR. 

County’s ability to 
demand a complete 
technological switch 
(e.g., to BESS) is 
limited, as the state 
process focuses on 
compliance with 
existing air quality 
standards, not 
technology mandates. 

The Vested Rights Barrier: The issuance of the MDE PTC grants Aligned Data Centers a 
vested right to construct and operate this specific equipment, provided they adhere to all 
MDE conditions. MDE approval focuses on ensuring the facility remains a "minor source" of 
emissions (Oxides of Nitrogen ($\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$) below 25 tons per rolling 12-month 
period), requiring continuous monitoring of SCR performance indicators and mandatory 
stack emissions tests. This means the County cannot legally compel the replacement of 
these permitted diesel units with BESS technology. 
The Phased Development Opportunity: Despite the advanced status of these initial 
permits, the overall campuses are massive, phased developments. The estimated six to 
eight future data centers or phases yet to receive air quality permits or final local 
entitlements represent the critical regulatory target where Frederick County can assert 
maximum control and mandate green technology adoption. 

1.2. Defining Jurisdictional Boundaries in Maryland Environmental Law 

The County Council’s strategy must legally navigate the delineation between state 
regulatory authority and local land use authority. 

• Supremacy of MDE on Technical Permitting: Frederick County's local regulations 
acknowledge the superior authority of state agencies. MDE is the sole authority for 
issuing PTCs for air pollution sources. Consequently, the County cannot legally 
require alternative pollution control devices or enforce air emission limits that conflict 
with MDE’s approval criteria for the specific equipment covered by an issued PTC. 

• The Power of Land Use Control and Zoning: The County Council’s authority is 
robust in the realm of land use and zoning. The legal mechanism for this control is 
the Conditional Use Permit (CUP). Frederick County’s standards for CUP review 
are broad, including an explicit environmental criterion: the conditional use "shall not 
adversely affect the natural character and environment of the County." This criterion 
serves as the legal fulcrum for demanding technological superiority. Maryland legal 
precedent suggests that local jurisdictions can enforce more 
stringent environmental standards through zoning and CUP requirements, provided 
they are rationally tied to legitimate local interests like public health, welfare, and 
quality of life. 



1.3. The Legal Architecture of Local Control: Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) 

The CDI-OZ is the current legislative tool designed to restrict data center development 
geographically and impose stringent performance standards. 

• CDI-OZ Intent and Scope: The CDI-OZ restricts development to specific areas 
(e.g., Eastalco property near Adamstown) and limits the total land dedicated to data 
centers. Its stated intent is to prevent sprawl and preserve quality of life. 

• The Conditional Use Permit as the Fulcrum: Since the CDI-OZ provides only 
the option for data center development, the CUP remains the crucial, final regulatory 
hurdle for each individual data center building. For the remaining six to eight data 
centers, the CDI-OZ ordinance provides the definitive legal framework to 
impose new performance standards as a precondition for CUP approval. 

• Protecting Against Regulatory Vulnerability: The noise and pollution from diesel 
generators, even those with noise suppression and SCR, directly conflict with the 
goal of protecting quality of life near sensitive receptors (schools, residential areas). 
A critical point of leverage is the regulatory gap in federal rules, which exempt diesel 
generator use from air quality limits during energy "emergencies." This exemption 
allows for a substantial, unquantifiable air quality risk for residents. By mandating 
BESS for subsequent phases, the County proactively uses its land-use police power 
to protect public health against this vulnerability. 

 

Section 2: Technological Readiness and the Case for Obsolescence 
The premise that older data center technologies are rapidly becoming outdated is supported 
by global industry trends driven by AI workloads, sustainability pressures, and shifting 
regulatory burdens. The industry is quickly pivoting to BESS and liquid cooling. 

2.1. Backup Power Systems: A Comparative Analysis of Diesel vs. Battery Energy Storage (BESS) 

Feature Legacy Diesel Generators (with SCR) 

Battery Energy 
Storage 
Systems 
(BESS) 

On-Site 
Emissions 

Harmful pollutants (particulate 
matter, $\text{CO}_2$, $\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$, 
etc.). SCR only 
addresses $\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$. 

Zero On-Site 
Emissions. 

Noise Significant, requiring costly enclosures and 
setbacks. 

Silent. Ideal 
for sensitive 
areas. 



Feature Legacy Diesel Generators (with SCR) 

Battery Energy 
Storage 
Systems 
(BESS) 

OpEx & 
Maintenance 

High; requires complex fuel logistics, frequent 
maintenance (oil, filters), and continuous SCR 
monitoring/urea handling. 

Low; reduced 
to light 
inspections 
and 
monitoring. 
Predictable 
utility charging 
costs. 

Grid 
Function 

Primarily a consumer; strains the grid during 
charging/testing. 

Grid-
Interactive 
Asset; 
provides 
stabilization 
services, 
stores and 
releases 
renewable 
energy. 

Regulatory 
Risk 

High; complex compliance burden and 
perpetual liability as emissions rules tighten. 

Low; inherently 
aligned with 
tightening 
emissions 
rules and 
corporate ESG 
mandates. 

BESS TCO Advantage: While initial Capital Expenditure (CapEx) for BESS 
(approx. $\$2,371$/kW) is higher than for diesel (approx. $\$1,159$/kW), the Total Cost of 
Ownership (TCO) shifts dramatically due to the elimination of all hidden costs: fuel volatility, 
complex maintenance, and burdensome regulatory compliance. Mandating BESS requires 
developers to adopt a technology financially hedged against future energy price volatility 
and environmental legislation. 

2.2. Cooling Systems: The Economic and Performance Imperative for Liquid Cooling 
The shift in cooling technology is driven by the massive increases in IT rack density 
required by modern Artificial Intelligence (AI) workloads. 

• The Failure of Air Cooling for AI: Traditional air cooling cannot efficiently handle 
the heat density generated by modern AI hardware. By 2025, liquid cooling is 



expected to dominate new hyperscale data centers. Permitting new facilities that rely 
solely on outdated air-cooling technology introduces a high risk of functional and 
economic obsolescence within a few years, exactly as the user suggests. 

• Efficiency and Resource Management: The cooling infrastructure is a substantial 
portion of a data center’s power usage. Liquid cooling (direct-to-chip, immersion) 
provides superior financial and environmental performance. Furthermore, mandating 
high-efficiency liquid cooling proactively mitigates the massive water consumption 
concerns associated with traditional evaporative cooling towers. 

 

Section 3: Financial Risk and Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) Analysis 
To legally mandate a green technology shift, the County must establish that requiring BESS 
and liquid cooling is a requirement for financially responsible development, not an arbitrary 
imposition. 

3.1. Economic Feasibility of BESS Replacement 
The County’s mandate is supported by the economic reality that the avoidance of diesel’s 
OpEx and regulatory liability far outweighs the CapEx difference. The TCO model for 
diesel must incorporate: 

• Fuel Volatility and Logistics: Ongoing, volatile costs for diesel deliveries and fuel 
system maintenance. 

• Regulatory Compliance Burden: Significant costs for securing and maintaining air 
permits, ensuring fuel quality control, managing urea handling for SCR, performing 
periodic emissions checks, and preparing semiannual reports. 

• Noise and Space: Costs for enclosures, sound walls, and site setbacks. 

The long-term OpEx and regulatory advantages of BESS transform the initial CapEx 
disparity, providing a compelling economic justification for the mandate. 

3.2. Quantifying Cooling Efficiency: Financial Returns on Liquid Cooling Investment 

Advanced cooling provides dramatic financial superiority over traditional air cooling, driven 
primarily by lower energy consumption and reduced infrastructure needs. 

Cost 
Category 

Air Cooling 
(10-Year TCO) 

Immersion 
Cooling (10-
Year TCO) 

Savings 

Percenta
ge 
Reductio
n 

Capital 
Expenditur
es (CapEx) 

$\$53,275,500
$ $\$31,301,089$ $\$21,974,411

$ 41% 

Annual 
Operationa

$\$10,754,882
$ / year 

$\$6,633,400$ / 
year 

$\$4,121,482$
 / year 38% 



Cost 
Category 

Air Cooling 
(10-Year TCO) 

Immersion 
Cooling (10-
Year TCO) 

Savings 

Percenta
ge 
Reductio
n 

l (Energy) 
Costs 

Total Cost 
of 
Ownership 
(TCO) 

Baseline 
Reduced 
by $\$110,994,3
71$ 

$\$110,994,37
1$ 39% 

Source: Modeled data center TCO analysis for a 10MW AI facility. 
The analysis confirms that over a decade, immersion cooling offers a staggering 39% 
reduction in TCO. The County Council can legally defend a mandate for advanced cooling 
technology by arguing that approving inefficient infrastructure poses an undue long-term 
risk to the community and the economic stability of the project. 

 

Section 4: Mechanisms for Legislative and Contractual Intervention 
The window of opportunity for Frederick County to influence the environmental trajectory is 
immediate, coinciding with the finalization of the CDI-OZ and the permitting process for 
subsequent phases. The strategy is dual-track: mandate for the future, contract for the 
past. 

4.1. Leveraging the Current CDI-OZ Process for New Permits (6-8 DCs) 

The ongoing effort to finalize the CDI-OZ ordinance and the associated public hearings 
represent the definitive legislative opportunity to embed stringent performance standards. 

• Mandatory BESS Integration: The CDI-OZ must be amended to mandate zero-
emission backup power (BESS or equivalent) as a precondition for CUP approval. 
Diesel generator deployment must be either prohibited entirely or strictly limited to a 
minor fraction of the total required capacity. This transforms the CUP criterion of 
"shall not adversely affect..." into an objective, measurable, zero-emission standard. 

• Mandatory Advanced Cooling: Require that all high-density computing loads (e.g., 
those exceeding a threshold of 15kW per rack) utilize liquid-based cooling 
systems to ensure the facilities are future-proofed and maximize resource 
efficiency. 

• Mandatory Renewable Energy Procurement: Condition CUP approval on 
developers securing binding Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) for 100% 
renewable energy or providing verifiable Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) for the 
entire facility’s power load. 

4.2. Addressing Existing Agreements and Issued Permits (Amazon/Aligned) 
The County cannot legally revoke an issued MDE PTC, but it can use contractual 
mechanisms tied to future entitlements to drive voluntary technology upgrades. 



• Leveraging Future Entitlements: The developers require continuous regulatory 
cooperation for subsequent entitlements, including future building permits, zoning 
map amendments, and changes to water and sewer classifications. The County 
can legally condition the approval of these necessary entitlements on the developer 
entering into a contractual agreement to voluntarily commit to phasing out or 
mitigating the environmental impact of their initial, MDE-permitted diesel fleets (a 
"Diesel Sunset Clause"). 

• Community Benefit Agreements (CBAs) as Contractual Tools: The County 
should utilize CBAs to secure commitments beyond regulatory minimums. The 
primary environmental goal should be a binding commitment to retrofit the initial 
diesel infrastructure with BESS technology within a defined timeframe (e.g., 3-5 
years post-start-up). In exchange, the County can offer streamlined or expedited 
review processes for the future CDI-OZ phases. 

Development 
Phase/Status 

Necessary Local 
Approval 

County 
Leverage 
Level 

Recommended 
Policy Action 

Phase 1 Diesel (MDE 
PTC Issued/Draft) 

MDE Air Permit 
(Completed/Near 
Complete) 

Low 

Contractual 
Negotiation via 
CBAs to 
mandate future 
BESS retrofits; 
leverage future 
entitlements 
(water/zoning). 

Remaining 6-8 Data 
Centers/Future 
Phases 

CDI-OZ 
Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) 

High/Decisive 

Amend CDI-OZ 
to mandate 
BESS and 
Liquid 
Cooling as non-
negotiable 
performance 
standards for 
CUP approval. 

Major Infrastructure 
Changes (Water/Sewer) 

Comprehensive 
Plan 
Amendment, 
Zoning Map 
Amendment 

High 

Condition 
necessary 
infrastructure 
approvals on 
adoption of 
green 
technology 
mandates for all 



Development 
Phase/Status 

Necessary Local 
Approval 

County 
Leverage 
Level 

Recommended 
Policy Action 

development 
phases. 

 

Section 5: Detailed Policy Recommendations and Implementation Plan 
Based on the legal authority inherent in the CDI-OZ and the compelling techno-economic 
justification, the following recommendations outline an implementation plan for the Frederick 
County Council. 

5.1. Codification of Green Technology Mandates (CDI-OZ Amendment) 

The immediate priority is the passage of a CDI-OZ ordinance that integrates clear, 
objective, and ambitious technical performance standards. 

• Zero-Emission Backup Mandate: State that BESS or equivalent zero-emission 
backup power is the default and mandatory standard. Diesel backup must be 
technically justified and strictly limited. 

• High-Efficiency Cooling Mandate: Require the use of liquid-based cooling systems 
for all high-density computing loads, ensuring efficiency, reducing OpEx (up to 38%), 
and minimizing reliance on water-intensive evaporative towers. 

• Mandatory Renewable Energy Procurement: Condition all CUP approvals on the 
developer’s commitment to fully offset energy demand with verifiable renewable 
energy sources (PPAs or equivalent RECs) to support state and county climate 
goals. 

5.2. Strategy for Contractual Negotiation (CBAs and Green Transitions) 

For phases already permitted or nearing permit completion, contractual leverage through 
CBAs is essential. 

• Leveraging Financial Credibility and ESG Goals: Publicly communicate that 
diesel and air cooling are financially obsolete. Use the developers’ internal pressure 
for ESG compliance to secure a binding "Diesel Sunset Clause" mandating the 
future retrofit of the initial diesel fleet with BESS on an agreed-upon timeline. 

• Water Allocation and Resource Control: Maintain strict control over water 
entitlements. Future water allocation and sewer classification changes must be 
conditioned upon the developer prioritizing the use of treated effluent ("gray water") 
and minimizing the use of potable water. 

5.3. Long-Term Strategy: Adaptability and Accountability 

The regulatory framework must be adaptable and resilient given the rapid evolution of digital 
infrastructure. 



• Mandatory Biennial Review: The CDI ordinance must include a requirement for 
mandatory review on a regular basis (e.g., biannually) to swiftly adjust performance 
standards to incorporate the newest green technologies and address unforeseen 
resource impacts. 

• Third-Party Accountability and Enforcement: To ensure strict environmental 
adherence, require 3rd party monitoring of all performance metrics (sound, air 
quality, water use) and establish impactful enforcement mechanisms. This ensures 
reliable monitoring and strengthens local environmental protection. 

By adopting this layered legal and technical strategy, Frederick County Council can 
transform the remaining planned data centers into models of sustainable digital 
infrastructure, minimizing adverse environmental effects while securing long-term economic 
benefits. 

 

Next email is a draft specific, legally-phrased language for the proposed amendments 
to the CDI-OZ ordinance regarding the BESS and advanced cooling mandates. 

End of Email 1.  The Next email is the proposed amendments.   

Elyse Wilson 

301-639-4072 

2799 Decatur Drive Adamstown, MD 

  



From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 11:05 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason 
<MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning 
Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad 
<BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Folden, William Senator <william.folden@senate.maryland.gov>; Lewis Young, Karen Senator 
<karen.young@senate.maryland.gov>; Pippy, Jesse Delegate <jesse.pippy@house.maryland.gov>; 
april.miller@house.maryland.gov; governor.mail@maryland.gov; Alex Lima -MDE- 
<alex.lima@maryland.gov>; Dustin Branch <dustin@chesapeakeclimate.org>; 
Jennifer@CharltonCommunications.com; nanasentuo.bonsu@fox.com; 
justin.ready@senate.maryland.gov 
Subject: Draft Amendments to the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) Ordinance 
  

Dear Frederick County Council Members and County Executive Jessica Fitzwater, 

Here are the detailed, legally-phrased draft amendments for the CDI-OZ ordinance, 
specifically focusing on the mandates for backup power and cooling systems. 

 

Draft Amendments to the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) Ordinance 
Proposed Addition to CDI-OZ Performance Standards for Conditional Use Permits 
The following standards shall be incorporated into the CDI-OZ ordinance and shall 
constitute mandatory findings for the approval of any Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
application for Critical Digital Infrastructure facilities, pursuant to the local land-use authority 
to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of Frederick County residents. 

 
Section X.Y. Backup Power System Mandate (Zero-Emission Standard) 

All Critical Digital Infrastructure facilities applying for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) within 
the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) shall adhere to the following 
backup power standards: 
A. Mandatory Zero-Emission Technology (BESS Default Standard): 

1. Default Requirement: The primary emergency and backup power system for all 
new and expansion data center applications shall utilize Zero-Emission 
Technology, defined as systems that produce no on-site air emissions or noise, 
including but not limited to Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) or other energy 
storage systems capable of meeting NFPA 110 (Standard for Emergency and 
Standby Power Systems) requirements. 

2. Required Capacity: The Zero-Emission Technology system must be sized to meet 
the facility's full required backup power load, as certified by a licensed professional 



engineer, for a duration specified by County regulation (e.g., a minimum of four (4) 
hours). 

B. Restriction and Limitation of Fossil Fuel-Dependent Systems (Diesel Sunset): 

1. Prohibition: The deployment of new or additional diesel-fired or other fossil fuel-
dependent generators as the primary source of emergency backup power 
is prohibited within the CDI-OZ. 

2. Exception (Technical Feasibility): A Conditional Use Permit applicant may only 
request an exception to deploy a fossil fuel-dependent backup system if they provide 
clear and convincing evidence, verified by a qualified, independent third-party 
engineer approved by the County, demonstrating that Zero-Emission Technology is 
technically infeasible to meet the mission-critical backup requirements. 

3. Strict Limitation (If Exception Granted): If an exception is granted, the approved 
fossil fuel-dependent backup system shall be limited to a maximum of ten percent 
(10%) of the total required backup capacity. Any approved fossil fuel-dependent 
system must: 

o Utilize the cleanest available fuel technology, prioritizing renewable natural 
gas (RNG) microgrids. 

o Include a binding "Diesel Sunset Clause" within the Conditional Use Permit 
agreement, mandating the retrofit and replacement of the fossil fuel system 
with Zero-Emission Technology within three (3) years of the facility's 
commencement of operations, or sooner if technically viable. 

 
Section X.Z. Cooling System Mandate (High-Efficiency and Resource 
Conservation) 

All Critical Digital Infrastructure facilities applying for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) within 
the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay Zone (CDI-OZ) shall adhere to the following 
cooling system standards to ensure future-proofing against technological obsolescence and 
maximal resource efficiency: 
A. Mandatory Advanced Cooling for High-Density Loads: 

1. Performance Standard: For all computing infrastructure designed to support high-
density IT loads (defined as racks exceeding an average of fifteen (15) kilowatts 
(kW) per rack), the facility shall be required to utilize Liquid-Based Cooling 
Systems (including but not limited to direct-to-chip, rear-door heat exchangers, or 
immersion cooling). 

2. Efficiency Justification: The CUP application must include a comparative analysis 
demonstrating that the proposed cooling infrastructure meets an objective Power 
Usage Effectiveness ($\text{PUE}$) target of 1.2 or lower, or the industry-standard 
best practice at the time of application, whichever is more stringent. 

B. Water Resource Mitigation: 

1. Water Conservation Priority: The CUP application shall prioritize cooling 
technologies that minimize the consumption of potable water. Applicants must 
demonstrate a water-use efficiency plan that maximizes the use of treated 
wastewater effluent ("gray water") for evaporative processes, or, failing that, utilizes 
high-efficiency closed-loop systems. 

2. Water Allocation Condition: Any request for new or increased water allocation or 
sewer classification changes must be explicitly conditioned upon the developer 



meeting the efficiency standards established in this Section and entering into a 
binding agreement to adhere to all County water conservation policies. 

 
Section X.W. Renewable Energy Procurement and Accountability 
A. Mandatory Renewable Energy Offset: 

1. 100% Offset: Approval of a CUP shall be conditioned upon the applicant entering 
into a legally binding agreement to ensure that one hundred percent (100%) of the 
facility’s projected electrical energy demand is offset by verifiable renewable energy 
sources. 

2. Documentation: This commitment must be documented through either: 
o Binding long-term Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) for new, local, or 

regional renewable energy generation. 
o Verification of equivalent Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) that meet strict 

additionality and geographic criteria as defined by the County. 
B. Biennial Review and Accountability: 

1. Mandatory Review: The provisions of this CDI-OZ ordinance shall be subject to 
a Mandatory Biennial Review by the County Council to ensure performance 
standards remain current with the rapid evolution of digital infrastructure technology 
and to incorporate lessons learned from operational facilities. 

2. Third-Party Monitoring: CUP approvals shall mandate the financing and installation 
of continuous, third-party monitoring equipment for all required performance metrics 
(including sound, air quality, water use, and energy consumption), with raw data 
submitted directly to the County for enforcement purposes. 

 

  
End of Email 2: Next draft is a framework for the Community Benefit Agreement 
(CBA) to legally manage the Diesel Sunset Clause for the already-permitted phases. 

Elyse Wilson 

301-639-4072 

2799 Decatur Drive 

Adamstown, MD 21710 
  



From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 11:12 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve 
<SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry 
<JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning 
Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-
Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad 
<BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Folden, William Senator <william.folden@senate.maryland.gov>; Lewis Young, Karen Senator 
<karen.young@senate.maryland.gov>; Pippy, Jesse Delegate <jesse.pippy@house.maryland.gov>; 
april.miller@house.maryland.gov; Alex Lima -MDE- <alex.lima@maryland.gov>; 
Jennifer@CharltonCommunications.com; Dustin Branch <dustin@chesapeakeclimate.org>; 
nanasentuo.bonsu@fox.com; governor.mail@maryland.gov; justin.ready@senate.maryland.gov 
Subject: (3) Community Benefit Agreement (CBA) Framework: Diesel Sunset and Green Transition-
Frederick MD 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Community Benefit Agreement (CBA) Framework: Diesel Sunset and Green Transition-Frederick 
MD 
This framework outlines the necessary contractual components for a CBA between 
Frederick County and the Critical Digital Infrastructure developer (the "Developer") to 
secure environmental benefits exceeding minimum regulatory compliance. 

1. Preamble and Intent 
The CBA shall legally document the Developer's voluntary commitments, recognizing that 
the Developer seeks ongoing partnership with the County for future phases within the CDI-
OZ (e.g., subsequent Conditional Use Permits, water and sewer entitlements) and aims to 
align with its publicly stated Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) goals. 

2. Key Environmental Commitment: The Diesel Sunset Clause 
The core of the CBA shall be a legally binding commitment to phase out the fossil fuel-
dependent backup systems permitted by the Maryland Department of the Environment 
(MDE) for Phase 1 of the development. 

Clause 2.1. Phased Retrofit and Decommissioning Mandate 

The Developer shall commit to the phased retrofitting and ultimate decommissioning of the 
initial diesel generator fleet at the facility located at [Specify Location, e.g., 5601 Manor 
Woods Road]. 

• Technology Replacement: Within [3-5] years from the date the facility commences 
commercial operations, the Developer shall complete the retrofit of all diesel 
generators covered by MDE Air Quality Permit-to-Construct [Specify Permit 
Number(s)] with Zero-Emission Technology (specifically Battery Energy Storage 



Systems (BESS) or an alternative zero-emission technology approved by the County 
Council). 

• Decommissioning: Upon successful deployment and testing of the Zero-Emission 
Technology, the corresponding diesel generators shall be permanently 
decommissioned, physically removed from the premises, and certified as such by an 
independent, County-approved engineer. 

• Timeline Penalty: The CBA must specify significant, pre-determined liquidated 
damages (monetary penalties) for failure to meet the specified retrofit timeline, 
ensuring financial accountability. 

Clause 2.2. Interim Emissions Mitigation 

Prior to the completion of the Diesel Sunset, the Developer commits to additional localized 
measures to mitigate the environmental impact of the operational diesel fleet: 

• Enhanced Monitoring: Continuous, real-time monitoring 
of $\text{NO}_{\text{x}}$ and particulate matter ($\text{PM}_{2.5}$) emissions at the 
property boundary, with data shared directly and immediately with the County's 
Department of Environmental Health. 

• Voluntary Testing Limits: Agree to voluntarily limit the duration and frequency of 
generator testing (excluding mandated emergency use) to less than the MDE 
maximum permitted hours per year, particularly during periods of poor air quality or 
near sensitive receptors. 

3. Consideration from Frederick County (The Leverage) 
In exchange for the legally binding environmental commitments in Section 2, the County 
shall provide defined considerations regarding future phases and entitlements. 

Clause 3.1. Future Entitlement Review Streamlining 

The County agrees to provide the Developer with a streamlined and expedited 
administrative review process for the following future entitlements, provided the Developer 
remains in full compliance with all terms of this CBA: 

• Subsequent Conditional Use Permit (CUP) applications for Phases 2 and beyond 
(which must adhere to the new, stringent CDI-OZ green mandates). 

• Requests for Zoning Map Amendments or text amendments related to the CDI-OZ 
boundary expansion (if applicable). 

• Requests for modifications to Water and Sewer Classification Categories and/or 
allocation of non-potable (gray) water resources. 

Clause 3.2. Regulatory Certainty 

The CBA shall provide the Developer with a defined level of regulatory certainty regarding 
the application of the new CDI-OZ performance standards (BESS and advanced cooling 
mandates) to their future planned phases, ensuring consistency throughout their campus 
build-out. 



4. Enforcement and Oversight 
Clause 4.1. Independent Auditing 

• Compliance Verification: The Developer shall fund a mandatory, annual, 
independent third-party audit—selected and managed by the County—to verify 
compliance with the terms of the Diesel Sunset Clause and the interim emissions 
mitigation measures. 

• Reporting: Audit results shall be made public and submitted directly to the Frederick 
County Council. 

Clause 4.2. Dispute Resolution and Default 

• The CBA must establish clear procedures for dispute resolution (e.g., binding 
arbitration). 

• Specify that failure to remedy any breach of the CBA within a defined cure period 
(e.g., 90 days) shall constitute a Default, giving the County the right to immediately 
suspend processing all pending and future discretionary entitlements for the entire 
data center campus (e.g., denying Phase 2 building permits, withholding water 
allocation approvals). 

 
End of Email 3 

Best regards, 

Elyse Wilson 

2799 Decatur Drive 

Adamstown, MD 21710 

  



From: Valerie Fox <vee41582@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 11:47 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Data Center CDI Frederick County Opposition 
 
Dear Council Members and County Leadership, 
 

I’m writing again as a lifetime Frederick County resident and active voter in strong 
opposition to the expansion of the CDI data center overlay in Adamstown. It's a land 
grab in disguise that will set a dangerous precedent. 
  
I've attached mailers that have been received by friends in the northern part of the 
county,promoting the data center overlay zone. When I saw them I felt sick to my stomach. 
I've attached them here if you have not seen or received them at your homes. Lobbyists are 
fighting hard to get buy-in and are not telling the whole story. They have a major advantage 
in the amount of funds and resources they can commit to promoting this project.  As 
an engaged voter, I will be closely watching how each individual Council Member votes on 
this issue, and I will act accordingly in future elections. We are all paying attention.  I ask 
all of you to please fight for us and our cherished home. 
 

The risks of the decision to expand this zone poses irreversible risks that will impact 
Frederick County families for generations to come. 
The Planning Commission’s recommendation was clear and responsible: keep data 
centers within the already-approved Eastalco footprint and do not expand the growth 
area. I strongly urge you to uphold that decision. 
 

This is not strategic growth. It's industrial sprawl that will permanently reshape our 
communities. We’ve seen the impacts that other counties locally have experienced, 
resulting in large scale environmental stress, public dissatisfaction and trust- all while 
generating MINIMAL long term economic or civic benefit.  
 

We deserve strong oversight measures. Frederick County is a beautiful place and has a 
strong agricultural base that deserves to flourish. It’s important that we be stewards of the 
land for current and future generations. 
 

Data center sprawl is not what we want or need in Frederick County. We are not a 
sacrifice zone for commercial interests. 
 



For all these reasons, I respectfully ask you to reject any expansion of the CDI 
Overlay beyond what is already approved. The environmental, economic, and community 
consequences are too great and too uncertain to justify.  The Planning Commission made 
the right call. Please follow their sound, well-reasoned recommendation. 
 

Thank you as always for your time and service to the people of Frederick County. 
  
Thank you,  
 
Valerie Fox 
8306 Brookmere Blvd 
Frederick, MD 21702 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



From: Bill Stup <wstup@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 3:04 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Stup Farm Overlay 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Dear County Counsel Members, 
  
I am writing to clear up some confusion regarding the status of our farm (see 
attachment). Our family has lived and worked this land for generations, and I want to 
provide some context that underscores our deep connection to Adamstown. 
I was born and raised on our farm, and my Great Grandmother was a Thomas. Our 
family’s roots in this area go back much further than many of those now raising 
complaints. This land is not simply property to us—it is heritage, stewardship, and 
responsibility. 
I also recall when no one in Adamstown wanted Green Hill Manor or The Commons. I 
remember when the Adamstown area was primarily dairy farms. Change is inevitable, 
but the key lies in managing it responsibly. Our family has always embraced 
stewardship and thoughtful growth, and we continue to advocate for fairness and 
balance in how change is handled. 
I hope this helps clarify our position and reinforces the importance of recognizing both 
the history and the future of our farm within the broader community. 
  
Sincerely, 
William (Bill) Stup 
  
3607 Howard Stup Rd 
Frederick, Md 21703 
240-674-3141 
  



Dear County Counsel, 

My grandfather purchased our farm in 1944. When he passed away suddenly in 1959 at the age 

of 56, my father—only 23 years old—was left to take over. Farming was the only life he knew. 

While his five sisters pursued their own careers, my father stayed behind, renting the farm and 

purchasing all the livestock and equipment from my grandmother so she could retire. 

When my grandmother passed in 1993, my aunts wanted the farm sold to collect their 

inheritance. My father, still too young to retire and with no savings after decades of farming, 

paying off his mother, and raising four children, could not afford to buy the farm outright. He 

even sold the house he had built himself to my sister, but it still wasn’t enough. 

At that point, my wife discovered government programs designed to help farmers preserve their 

farms. My father entered MALPF reluctantly but in good faith, under the understanding that 

repayment with interest would allow us to exit if circumstances ever permitted. For decades, 

our family relied on that belief in making decisions about our farm and our future. 

With the arrival of data centers and our neighbors included in the overlay, we put our name 

forward as well. We have houses on the farm, and the overlay does not help our property 

values. Rather than fight, we sought a win–win solution: if land values are high enough, we 

could repay the State, and the State could use those funds to preserve even more farmland. 

We never pursued leaving MALPF before because we didn’t think we could afford it. But with 

today’s land prices, repayment seems possible—and fair. Our family has carried this farm 

through generations, often at great personal sacrifice. We believe the State should honor the 

original understanding that repayment with interest allows farmers to exit the program. 

Anything less is either a broken promise or a failure of communication that undermines fairness. 

It is important to note that our farm is not in perpetuity. My parents signed up with the State in 

November of 2003—a year before the current MALPF program went into effect. With the 

money the State would receive from our repayment, it could purchase additional farmland in 

Frederick County, furthering the preservation mission. 

Finally, we believe our farm ties in naturally with the Giesinger, Noffsinger, and Butz farms to 

create a landscape that affects the least number of people in Frederick County for the Overlay. 

Respectfully, 

Bill Stup 

3607 Howard Stup Rd 

Frederick, Md 21703 



From: Nick Carrera <mjcarrera@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 2:19 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Planning Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carrera, Nicholas 
<mjcarrera@comcast.net>; Carrera, Alexandra <sasha.carrera@gmail.com>; Carrera, Johnny 
<johnnyquercus@me.com> 
Subject: Comments on CDI Overlay 

County Council Members and County Executive Fitzwater, 

I've seen no study from the county on net financial benefit to the county from data 

centers.  The issue is an important one, affecting our budget and the general well-being of 

the county, so I've made an attempt, using what skimpy data are available to me.  You can 

see the results in my attachment (and copied below).   

It should be clear enough from my comments, but I emphasize a few points.  The "economic 

damage" loss of about $162 M that was presented by Peter Michael, in Council comments 

and in the FNP, is a real cost to the county.  The wide divergence between Sage and HR&A 

results means that, without determining why they differ, you can't trust either study.  The 

financial results I derived, based on shaky input as they are, are inadequate for planning 

purposes; nevertheless, the fact that they are strongly negative should be a strong 

cautionary signal for Council Members and for CE Fitzwater.  I know we are already 

committed to some data centers; the question is, "How many?"   My results argue for a 

minimal approach -- "If you're already in a hole, the first thing is to stop digging 

deeper!"  Unless the Council has access to good data that show you can expect a net and 

significant positive financial benefit for the county, it's prudent to take a minimal approach 

before jumping in with both feet. 

Attachment:  Comments in anticipation of the 12/16/25 County Council meeting 

Best holiday wishes, 

Nick Carrera; 2602 scenic Thurston Road, FREDERICK County 

I am copying the text of the attachment below, as part of this email, in case that allows easier 

access. 

Comments related to meeting of the County Council 12.16.25 Rev 3 

Submitted by Nick Carrera, 2602 Thurston Road, FREDERICK County 

(This is my home and where I live full-time; it is not an office or a “doing business at” 

address.) 

Data Center Finances – Will Costs Outweigh Revenue? 



Summary: Estimated data center revenue will be $41 M (Sage study) or $215 M (HR&A 

study). Estimated costs for infrastructure and economic damage will be over $233.5 M 

(using Sage jobs estimate) or over $273.4 M (using HR&A jobs estimate). This implies 

that net financial outcome could be a loss of roughly $60 M or $200 M. The wide difference 

indicates that these estimates, in particular the revenue estimates, are unreliable for 

planning purposes. This is reason enough for concern, but it is alarming that the entire 

range of net financial outcome is negative. A prudent approach would be a minimal 

commitment for now, to see how data centers will actually work out. 

Revenue estimates: There are two estimates for annual revenue from the completed 

Quantum project. Sage Policy estimated $41 million. HR&A Advisors estimated $215 million. 

Such a spread shows one or both figures are erroneous, so an average is meaningless and 

useless for planning. 

Cost estimates – Infrastructure: In absence of a study by the county, Steve and Blanca 

Poteat used the same methodology the county uses, to estimate infrastructure costs from 

new jobs, once construction is finished. Job estimates were from Sage (6300 new jobs) and 

HR&A (9800 new jobs). The resulting infrastructure cost estimates are $71.5 M (Sage) and 

$111.4 M (HR&A). 

Other costs: In the “As I see it” column in the 10/15/25 Frederick News-Post, Peter Michael 

of Michael Strategic Analysis discussed loss of property value from large industrial 

installations. For example, properties within about one mile get lower valuations and the 

county collects lower property taxes. Michael estimated that “economic damage” from the 

data centers would be about $162 M. Electric bills are rising due to data centers and their 

appetite for energy. The cost for more energy sources and transmission lines is passed to all 

rate-payers, including counties. Cost to Frederick County could be substantial, but I've found 

no estimated figure. 

Net financial outcome: 

Estimated from Sage data: revenue $41 M; costs $71.5 M + $162 M. Net loss: $192.5 M 

Estimated from HR&A: revenue $215 M; costs $111.4 M + $162 M.   Net loss:   $58.4 M 

Environmental costs: We have examples from Virginia, where data centers are noisy, use 

large amounts of water and electricity, and add to greenhouse gases. They dominate large 

areas, are visually overpowering, and mostly unattractive. Their power lines are disruptive 

and offensive. Buddy Rizer, who has overseen their growth in Loudoun County, told our 

Data Centers Workgroup, “If there's anything the citizens like less than the data centers, it's 

the power lines.” 



Comments: The disparate estimates of revenue and costs quoted above give the county no 

reliable estimate for the net financial benefit from data centers. Speakers at Council 

meetings have repeatedly called for a county study of net financial benefits, i.e., both 

revenue and costs. They have been ignored, and the county has no assurance that data 

centers will even be a net gain. Any prudent businessman or responsible public official 

would want to “go slow” in such a situation. 

  

File: Documents > County Council 12.16.25 Rev 3 

  



From: Mark Sankey <markrsankey@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 3:49 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Venable, Victoria 
<VVenable@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: CDI Overlay - The final Round 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Attached are my thoughts.  God bless you all during the holidays.  May you enjoy time with 
family, friends and all that our community offers. 
  
Mark Sankey 
Frederick, MD 

  



CDI Policy and the Overlay 

I do not hesitate to thank you all again for your service to the community.  The more we see one 

another as people we can serve, the healthier our community will be. The issue of data centers 

has brought out the best, and some of the worst in us.  Bearing with the lower tendencies of our 

humanity is one of our greatest challenges.  I pray for our collective self-control. 

We are now at a critical point in the process of managing data center development.  Revenue is 

needed and this industry driven by AI is accelerating with the promise of significant revenue. For 

me very personally, the long term benefits are not worth the detriments to our mental and 

creative development and harm to the natural environment.  But your responsibility to the 

community goes beyond my perspective.  You need to weigh many factors and I will continue to 

support you no matter the decision on the size of the overlay. 

My objective view of the size of the overlay aligns with the recommendation of the Planning 

Commission.  This is based solidly on the current community impact of data center construction, 

long term environmental cost and actual expected long term revenue.  Impact on the overall 

quality of life including energy costs and environmental impact cannot be ignored.  Yes, while 

construction continues, employment will be at a very high level.  But are all those workers 

Frederick County residents and taxpayers?  I think not.  The revenue is still significant.  

However we should not be fooled by self-serving economic analyses.  The long term 

employment benefit for each data center building is no greater than a Chick-Fil-A.  That is a 

realistic comment, not hyperbole.  Many projections of employment within data centers is 

ridiculous. 

Long term revenue is no greater than other comparable industries.  That revenue would be 

greater should a specific property tax be in place but we recognize that is uncertain at best.  

Other industries have greater long term benefit than AI and its offspring.  AI increases speed of 

information collection and can speed analysis if used by experienced persons.  AI also is 

revealing its awful ability to outright deceive.  I hope for us to encourage more beneficial 

industries which can provide equivalent levels of revenue. 

I write this to encourage limits to the overlay for the present.  It will take years to fully build out 

the zone as recommended by the Planning Commission.  While some would want to avoid 

going through this process again in say 5 years, the decision to commit all the larger area now 

is a commitment to its use for data centers.  In my view, that is not the best choice for the long 

term.  Allow the larger area to be available for other industries when it makes sense.  Limit the 

overlay zone to the Planning Commission proposal. 

  



From: Carolyn Coelho <carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 4:08 PM 
To: Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McCarthy, Kathan 
<KMcCarthy@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Cherney, Ragen <RCherney@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Stop the Data Center Expansion and Diesel Generators 
   
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Carolyn Coelho <carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Dec 12, 2025 at 4:04 PM 
Subject: Stop the Data Center Expansion and Diesel Generators 
To: <jfitzwater@frederickcountymd.gov> 
  

Jessica, Council Members, Kavonte, 
  
I am a 30 year resident of Adamstown and I strongly oppose the expansion of the Data 
Center and the request for the diesel generators.  
  
The Data Center is a blight on our community. It will destroy our home values, increase our 
electricity bills, steal our water resources, and pollute our community.  
  
If you let this continue, you will be complicit in poisoning children and wildlife. This 
egregious decision is ruining my enjoyment of my home and community. 
  
It must be nice for you to return to a home each day that does not contain a Data Center. It 
must be nice for your children to attend a school that is not being poisoned by one. I wish I 
could say the same. 
  
I will never vote for you or any politicians who approves of this. Amazon is not a lifelong 
resident of Frederick County. Their investment is self-serving. They will abandon Frederick 
when we are no longer profitable, and you will have nothing to show for it. They are not part 
of this community and we were fine before they came.  
  
Please do not approve the expansion or the generators. 
  
-Carolyn Coelho 
  

mailto:carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com
mailto:KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:KMcCarthy@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:RCherney@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com
mailto:jfitzwater@frederickcountymd.gov
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December 12, 2025 Page 1 of 2

Jessica Fitzwater
County Executive
Frederick County Government
Division of Planning & Permitting

Re: Public Hearing on the Critical Infrastructure Overlay Zone - Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2025

Concerns regarding Property Owner request (Horman) for Inclusion in the Overlay Zone

Dear Ms. Fitzwater,

We are the property owners at 4800 Ballenger Creek Pike, which is adjacent to the property

named Horman. The Horman property is in front of our farm and our home. We are deeply

concerned by the possibility of the Horman property being rezoned to light industrial and

the effect this will have on the area surrounding our home, our farm and our neighborhood.

Light industrial development can increase traffic, congestion, pollution, and the potential

for crime. We would like you to please consider these variables as you evaluate our

request to deny the inclusion of the Horman property in the Overlay Zone:

1. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan — the Horman property was not in the

original plan. The amount of acreage (1,585.8) already specified for the CDI should

be more than sufficient for the foreseeable future development. Adding this

additional property and rezoning at Light Industrial does not benefit or service the

community and diminishes the tranquility of the surrounding farmland area.

2. Availability of current planned facilities (roads/utilities) — Given the “country road”

nature of Ballenger Creek Pike in front of our property, this road would be

insufficient to handle the addition of an entrance(s) for Light Industrial activity. The

proximity to our farm and the other surrounding farms would prevent road

expansion. It would be a huge traffic bottleneck directly in front of our farm.

3. Compatibility with existing farmland — on the 74 acre farm we own at 4800 Ballenger

Creek Pike, we are producing hay. Additionally, we have stables for horses. A busy

light industrial development is not compatible with our farmland or the other farms

that are adjacent to or near the Horman property.

My husband and I feel very fortunate to own a beautiful farm in Frederick County. I was

born and raised in Frederick and there have been many Kefauver farms in the County. My

grandfather, Rhea Kincaid, worked for the County many years ago in Soil Conservation and

taught me the importance of farmland. So, we greatly appreciate the value of preserving

the agricultural heritage of Frederick County and Maryland. We also appreciate the

importance of development and progress and believe both have a place and value. We

also believe that there is a sufficient amount of land and farms already included in the

Critical Data Infrastructure (CDI) Zone. There is no benefit to the community to rezone the

Horman Property to Light Industrial. And, in fact there is a meaningful detriment to our



Page 2of2

farm and the surrounding farms and neighbors that far outweighs a request to rezone

additional, property. Therefore, we respectfuUy request that you deny the incl,usion of the

Horman Property in the Overlay Zone.

Regards,

Jeanne Kefauver Mason

4800 Bal.lenger Creek Pike

Frederick, MD 21703

Jeannekmason@comcast.net
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Quikrete Construction Materials 
5 Concourse Pkwy, Suite 1900 

Atlanta, GA  30328 

 
December 10, 2025 
 
Kimberly Gaines 
Livable Frederick Director 
30 North Market Street 
Frederick, MD 21701 
 
Attention:   Kimberly Gaines 
 
Subject: Inclusion of Argos 175-Acre Parcel in Proposed CDI Overlay Zone and Rezone to General 

Industrial. 
 
Dear Ms. Gaines: 

Quikrete Construction Materials, LLC (f/k/a Argos USA, LLC), a subsidiary of Quikrete Holdings, Inc. owns 

a ~175-acre parcel on the SW corner of the intersection of New Design Rd and Harshman Way, identified 

on the planning staff map as “Argos”. Quikrete has already requested that this parcel be included in the 

proposed Critical Data Infrastructure Overlay Zone and has met the public notice requirements per the 

County’s instructions ahead of the upcoming Council meeting on Dec 16.  In addition to inclusion in the 

overlay zone, Quikrete would like to request that the existing zoning be changed from Agricultural to 

General Industrial (GI).  After reviewing the CDI Overlay ordinance and the land use code, it appears that 

this is a necessary step to accommodate the future construction of a data center or associated 

infrastructure.   

This parcel has been owned by a mining and construction materials producer for over 40 years and 

contains a substantial limestone aggregate resource.  The intent of the owner has been to recover that 

limestone to produce crushed stone for consumption in the County.  However, Quikrete is willing to 

consider that the highest and best use of the land may instead be for the construction of data centers 

and/or supporting infrastructure.   

Quikrete and its tenants on the property are already supplying many of the materials needed for the 

construction of these data centers.  As a long-time responsible community member and with our 

proximity to the Eastalco project, we are working with some of the contractors to determine how we can 

help reduce the impact of construction on the surrounding communities and residents. 

 

We appreciate the Council’s consideration on this matter, and I look forward to being available in person 

at the meeting next week.  

Sincerely, 

QUIKRETE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, LLC (F/K/A ARGOS USA, LLC) 

Name: Eric Leigh 

Title: Manager – Acquisition, Land, and Development 

Date: December 10, 2025 
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council meeting 12/16/25 
From: Anne Garnett, agarnett02@gmail.com / 240-285-6517 
3264 Geranium Court 
Adamstown, MD 21710 

Whole Council and The Executive of Frederick County, 

Dear all, 

To Say I am extremely disappointed in the Government of 
Frederick County and State Government, is a understatement. 

Each and every time I come to a Council meeting or hear from 
our executive. This data center is going to do nothing but help in 
the running of things.  The jobs (what jobs?) it will produce, the 
tax revenue it will bring in etc.   

So far all it has done is stir up the Super fund site on EastAlco 
property. And lower wells and cause pollution in wells as well as 
the beginning of raising our electric Bills. 

So again why is the council trying to enlarge Data Center acreage 
before we see the positive and negatives of what you have 
already done.     

You have started the process with the 2000 acres of Eastalco 
property and you refuse to just see what happens before you 
enlarge the space.  Why?  I don’t know?  But I do know it is a 
mistake to do this now.   

I also keep hearing it is not in the Councils purview  to do the 
following get involved with the super fund area on the property 
(belongs to the State) The Water usage that is the State problem.  
The Electricity again belongs to the State.  

you the Council have pushed this and it will be handed off to the 
next council just like it was when Eastalco came in and left a 

mailto:agarnett02@gmail.com


mess.  But it is This council who will be remembered for not doing 
the following: 
	 	 	 	 	 Protecting the folks that live in 
Adamstown 
	 	 	 	 	 Making sure the state is doing all it 
should to protect 	 	 	 	 	 	 the Ground 	
water, and Air in Adamstown. 
	 	 	 	 	 Preventing the pollution of wells in 
Adamstown 
	 	 	 	 	 Directing the Business building the DAta 
CEnter 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 instead of letting 
them lead you.  

	 	 	 	 	 And many other things that I may not 
know about 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 yet. 

Data CEnters are now being linked to rare cancers (as on NBC 
news).  So This push to move on the overlay and give even more 
land over to building DAta Centers is a mistake in my opinion.  If 
things prove out in a positive way you can always to it in the 
future. 

I am not against data centers I am against the way you are doing 
it at this time.  Data CEnters should be controlled and the Council 
and planning and State government, should be doing a better job 
of that.   
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From: Mary Perry <perry.mary.106@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 1:58 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Enough is enough 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
  
  
Dear Frederick County Council Members, 
Please preserve the beautiful rural county we call home and limit data centers to the 
Planning Commission CDI-OZ recommendations. 
Data centers at the East Alco site are an appropriate use for a former industrial area, but 
expanding them to include much more unspoiled and productive farmland is short-sighted, 
especially if we can’t provide power or water to them without bankrupting ourselves. 
The ineffective oversight of the present data center development makes it unacceptable to 
allow too many more data centers since the consequences may be fiscally and 
environmentally detrimental. 
The Planning Commission made thoughtful recommendations about including the 
Windridge and Noffsinger properties in the CDI-OZ, and I support that recommendation. 
We all need data centers, but the proposed CD-OZ is more than enough. 
Thanks for listening! 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ellen Perry 
8410 Peters Rd 
Frederick, MD 
21704 
Sent from my iPhone 
  



From: Charles Zitrick <charles.zitrick@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 14, 2025 4:18 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: End the Data Center Overlay 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
County Council Members, 
  
I am resident at 5600 Calvert Dr., Frederick, MD 21703. If you look at my address, my 
neighborhood, Windsor Estates, is in the crosshairs of the Data Center Overlay plan.  
  

You have received a steady flood of negative comments about this data center plan. I’ll 
state my most important point first as I am not sure you’ll read my whole letter. My 
message is this, “If it looks too good to be true, it is.” The assurance of fast and easy tax 
revenue for the County is simply too good to be true…and not worth the negative 
impacts.  
  

I’ll share three links of articles published in the past two months as a small sample that 
demonstrate our concerns.  
  

Harvard Business Review “Mitigating the Public Health Impacts of AI Data Centers”  
  

Rolling Stone: “The Precedent is Flint: How Oregon’s Data Center Boom is 
Supercharging a Water Crisis”  
  

Financial Review: “Amazon Data Centers in US linked to ‘rare cancers and 
miscarriages’”  
  

The specifics listed in those articles above, and many others, are not present in the 
happy little flyers being sent by the Data Center Alliance of Maryland.  
  

Our request is a simple one, and matches the suggestion of the County Planning 
Commission; do not extend the plan north beyond the original Eastalco site. Let the 
project already approved finish, put a 5 year moratorium on new data centers, and see 
just how perverse the negative impacts will be. Our health, our wells, our well being, our 
children’s health, and our sense of community are not worth supposedly easy tax 
money.  
  

I’ll keep my letter brief because I’m sure by now you realize that the residents of 
Frederick County do not want these data centers. Do you value our health, well being, 
property value, peace of mind, and sense of community? Or do you believe that “easy” 
tax dollars are worth chasing?  
  

Please make the right choice and end this nightmare.  
  

Charles Zitrick  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
  

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ewXRC93zDYH2KOzYhofjFq5Ldu?domain=hbr.org
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/P7-DC0An0DimWykrHDhwF9LtoG?domain=rollingstone.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5UaXCg7qnMcGWBqYS2iyF4S09K?domain=financialexpress.com


From: Sonia Demiray <sonia@demirayink.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 2:29 PM 
To: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Council Members 
<CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Planning Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Comment on Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay and Proposed Zoning Map Amendments 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
 
 
Dear Members of the Frederick County Council- 
  
On December 16 and 23, County Council Members will hold public hearings on the 
critical infrastructure, its proposed zoning map amendments, and potentially intend to 
make a final decision on the actual area-size and location of data centers in Frederick 
County. On behalf of Frederick County and Maryland members of the Climate 
Communications Coalition, we urge you to pause. Please do not make any final decision 
until we have implemented a full environmental impact and viability study for each 
potential data center, in addition to any technology that could reduce their impact on 
our communities. These studies will cover air, noise, and light pollution, water and 
electricity use, electricity price hikes to Frederick Residents and Marylanders, in 
addition to the loss of land and property values.  We are expecting an override of the 
Governor's misguided Veto of the Data Center Impact Study Bill proposed by Senator 
Lewis-Young (SB116/HB270), which will shed light on the energy implications, 
electrical infrastructure, in addition to air and water impact concerns. This impact study 
bill is common sense and bipartisan. Frederick Residents deserve a cautious and 
responsible implementation of any new infrastructure that will have an outsized impact 
on our homes, water, electric bills, farms, and businesses. 
  
In addition to pausing to have enough data to make an informed decision, we urge that 
any data center development: 
1) Heed the Frederick County Planning Commission's recommendations to limit the 
area of the Adamstown Quantum Site to its present size, as also loudly and 
repeatedly asked for by your constituents; 
2) Require that data centers pay for their own transmission lines 
and clean energy generation - while our bills are skyrocketing, the trillion-dollar AI 
industry gets a free pass, and our vital clean energy transition is being upended by their 
needs; and, 
3) Demand that any data center and their occupants use batteries as backup, not diesel 
generators. Regarding generators, we ask that you deny Amazon's application to install 
100 diesel generators which necessarily will operate frequently (or constantly) until the 
grid is up to par. These fumes will travel to surrounding Adamstown, Buckeystown, and 
City of Frederick, in addition to the adjacent schools and retirement homes. "Exhaust 
from diesel engines brings a complex mixture of soot and gases to roadways (and nearby 
homes), cities, farms, and other places. Health concerns about diesel exhaust relate not 
only to cancer, but also to other health problems such as lung and heart diseases." I urge 



you to read about all the threats to our health from diesel fumes listed by the American 
Cancer Association here: 
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/risk-prevention/chemicals/diesel-exhaust-and-
cancer.html 
  
Finally, the County Council Charter Article #3 states that: "In accordance with Section 
202 of this Charter, the Council may enact public local laws for the peace, good 
government, health, safety or welfare of the County and on all subjects that have been 
delegated to the County under the Maryland Constitution and by the laws of the State." 
We ask that you put the health, safety, and welfare of Frederick County Residents above 
potential- still unknown- net profits from disruptive data centers. 
  
Respectfully, 
Sonia Demiray  
Executive Director, Climate Communications Coalition 
Resident of Petersville, Frederick County, MD 
  
Sonia Demiray    
Climate Communications Coalition 
202-744-2948         
ClimateCC.org  
  

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/P1lKCqAElLiXNE77HZfyFEXM2L?domain=cancer.org
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/P1lKCqAElLiXNE77HZfyFEXM2L?domain=cancer.org
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fr26CrgGmVf2ZkDDfzh5F4Mc4j?domain=frederickcountymd.gov
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0wPFCwnNK7cyxqRRtKsLFJMRTb?domain=climatecc.org


From: Mary Perry <perry.mary.106@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 1:58 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Enough is enough 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
  
  
Dear Frederick County Council Members, 
Please preserve the beautiful rural county we call home and limit data centers to the Planning Commission 
CDI-OZ recommendations. 
Data centers at the East Alco site are an appropriate use for a former industrial area, but expanding them to 
include much more unspoiled and productive farmland is short-sighted, especially if we can’t provide power 
or water to them without bankrupting ourselves. 
The ineffective oversight of the present data center development makes it unacceptable to allow too many 
more data centers since the consequences may be fiscally and environmentally detrimental. 
The Planning Commission made thoughtful recommendations about including the Windridge and Noffsinger 
properties in the CDI-OZ, and I support that recommendation. 
We all need data centers, but the proposed CD-OZ is more than enough. 
Thanks for listening! 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ellen Perry 
8410 Peters Rd 
Frederick, MD 
21704 
Sent from my iPhone 
  



From: Sharon Garlena <sharong0722@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 1:53 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Data center 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
I provide a link with information regarding how a report linked Amazon data centers to 
miscarriages and rare cancers, drawing concerns about data centers’ presence in 
central Ohio. https://www.nbc4i.com/.../report-links-data-center-to.../... 
 
 
 
  
From: Sharon Garlena <sharong0722@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 8:39 AM 
To: Planning Commission <PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Data center 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Frederick County Planning Commission 
30 N. Market Street 
Frederick, MD 21701 
 
RE: Opposition to the Expansion of the Data Center in Frederick County 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed expansion of the data center 
within Frederick County, Maryland. While I understand the need for technological 
infrastructure in our increasingly digital world, the environmental, economic, and 
community-related consequences of this project outweigh its proposed benefits. 
 
1. Environmental Concerns 
 
Data centers are extremely energy- and water-intensive. Given the growing concerns about 
climate change and the local push toward sustainable development, expanding such 
facilities runs counter to the county’s stated environmental goals. Data centers often 
require vast amounts of electricity, potentially drawing from non-renewable sources and 
stressing local grids. Moreover, these facilities sometimes use millions of gallons of water 
for cooling, which can strain our local water resources, especially during dry seasons. 
 
2. Noise and Light Pollution 
 

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rzFGCjAw06iRwR4GcRhqFmKGTr?domain=nbc4i.com
mailto:sharong0722@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov


Large data centers operate 24/7 and often generate significant noise from cooling systems 
and backup generators. The constant humming and operational sounds can negatively 
impact nearby residents’ quality of life. Additionally, light pollution from facility operations 
can disturb both human and animal habitats, further disrupting the natural environment 
and rural character of Frederick County. 
 
3. Minimal Local Economic Benefit 
 
While proponents argue that data centers bring jobs and investment, the reality is that 
these facilities are typically automated and require relatively few long-term employees. 
The jobs they do create are often specialized and may not benefit local residents. 
Compared to the amount of land and resources they consume, the return on community 
investment is minimal. 
 
4. Land Use and Community Impact 
 
Frederick County has long been appreciated for its rural charm, natural beauty, and small-
town character. Expanding industrial infrastructure like data centers could set a precedent 
that encourages more large-scale, high-impact developments. This may lead to further 
suburban sprawl, loss of agricultural land, and erosion of the county’s identity and appeal. 
 
5. Precedent for Unchecked Growth 
 
Approving this expansion may open the floodgates for future development that is 
incompatible with the county’s long-term vision. Our community must consider not just 
short-term gains but the long-term consequences of allowing large-scale industrial 
facilities in or near residential and rural areas. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Frederick County Planning Commission to reject 
the proposed expansion of the data center and to prioritize projects that align more closely 
with the county’s values of sustainability, responsible growth, and community well-being. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Sharon Garlena 
Frederick, MD 21703 
sharong0722@gmail.com 
  

mailto:sharong0722@gmail.com


From: Lydon Blood <lydonb@icloud.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 1:25 PM 
To: lydonb@icloud.com 
Subject: Reject the Expanded Data Center Overlay Proposal 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Hello Frederick County Officials, 
  
I am writing to you today to express concern about data centers and the expanded overlay zone. 
  
As I understand it, the currently approved location will use as much power as two Baltimores. With energy prices 
continuing to increase and Maryland not providing enough electricity already, how can this area sustain the currently 
approved location and additional data centers? These costs will undoubtedly be passed along to residents in the 
county. Due to the national administration's idiotic economic policy, people on average are paying higher costs for 
goods all around. How can people continue to pay more and more for everything. The environmental costs of 
additional data centers massively concerning, too. The existing facility will have a plethora of diesel generators and 
will use a massive amount of water. What impacts will this have to our local water system and our air quality? How 
will it impact our local farmers? Asthma is already proven to be a side effect of living near industrial zones. How will 
people, and especially children, fare with more and more data centers? 
  
Corporations have become ultra wealthy on the backs of working class labor and the fact that they pay hardly any tax 
compared to what average citizens pay. For all the fear mongering in America about "socialism," people do not bat an 
eye when corporations receive massive handouts or when special laws or zones are approved for their business or 
when the the negative environmental costs of business decisions are socialized. Socialism for the rich is what we see 
all over the country and now, big tech is here to put their boot on our necks. As elected officials, you have a 
responsibility to do what is best for those in Frederick. I don't see how you can responsibly approve development for 
something that has so many unanswered questions that will impact all of Frederick. 
  
While the potential tax revenue being dangled in front of public officials is appealing and could help our drastically 
underfunded school system or help improve existing infrastructure, the skyrocketing electric bills, environmental and 
health impacts are majorly concerning. These concerns far outweigh any potential benefits of additional data centers. 
I call on you to strongly reject the expanded overlay zone proposal. 
  
Thank you, 
Lydon 
  



From: Elizabeth Law <bettybob1758@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 11:44 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Victoria Venable <vvenable216@gmail.com>; 
Murray, Patrick <PMurray@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Comments: Dec. 16 County Council Public Comments on CDI-ZO 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
County Council Members and all, 
  
Data Center Frontier has an excellent article discussing the most likely areas for data 
center expansion.   
Despite the desperation of lobbyists like the Maryland Tech Council, the industry is not 
clambering to come to Frederick County.    This is why it is prudent to limit the CDI 
Zone to the present Eastalco site or at most the expanded area recommended by the 
Planning Council. 
  
The Data Center Power Squeeze - Mapping the Real Limits of AI Scale Growth 

Key Highlights 
• AI workloads are significantly more energy-intensive, with data center electricity 

consumption expected to reach 134 GW by 2030, nearly tripling current levels. 
• Mapping tools like national capacity maps, hosting capacity maps, and real-time 

congestion dashboards are vital for site selection and risk management amid grid 

constraints. 
• Regions such as Pennsylvania, Texas, Atlanta, Ohio, and emerging markets like 

Phoenix and Las Vegas are identified as strategic hubs due to their power 

potential, infrastructure, and untapped resources. 
• The industry must innovate in energy sourcing, including utilizing underused assets 

like non-powered dams and retired industrial sites, to meet future demand 

sustainably. 
• Overcoming grid bottlenecks requires collaboration between public and private 

sectors, policy innovation, and technological advancements to unlock new power 

sources and expand capacity. 
  
It is easy to read the entire article once you have joined Data Center Frontier with 
a simple sign in.  
https://www.datacenterfrontier.com/energy/article/55333263/the-data-center-power-
squeeze-mapping-the-real-limits-of-ai-scale-growth 
  
Thank you,  
Betty Law 
1758 Wheyfield Dr.  
Frederick, MD 21701 
  

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uq_7Cg7qnMcGjA8ASNfyF4l_f-?domain=datacenterfrontier.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uq_7Cg7qnMcGjA8ASNfyF4l_f-?domain=datacenterfrontier.com


From: msimpson2005 bennettscreekfarm.com <msimpson2005@bennettscreekfarm.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 12:55 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: I oppose Data Center expansion in Frederick County 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Hello, 
  
I am writing to voice my opposition to expanding data centers in Frederick County beyond 
the current location in the East Alco area. 
  
I question the promises of economic growth from data centers.  To me, they result in noise, 
massive energy consumption, and few local jobs. 
  
I am not saying that we halt AI development, but we should pursue it responsibly.  For data 
centers to truly benefit communities, there should be investments in infrastructure that 
help everyone.  I would like to see proof that data centers won’t drive up costs for those of 
us living in Frederick County. 
  
I am opposed to placing date centers near residential areas.  Doing so will bring in noise 
24/7 and increase our utility bills, as well as reducing the value of our properties.  More 
powerlines will be required, and who knows where they will go?   Will that become a future 
issue for residents? 
  
It makes me wonder why Frederick County is pushing so hard to bring in an industry with so 
few pros and with far more cons.  Please do not allow data center sprawl in our beautiful 
county.  Please follow the prudent recommendations of the Planning Committee and do 
not allow data centers to take over Frederick County. 
  
Thank you, Margy Simpson 
2149 Thurston Road. Frederick MD  21704 
  



From: Elizabeth Law <bettybob1758@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 1:27 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Victoria Venable <vvenable216@gmail.com>; Murray, Patrick <PMurray@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Public Comments - Dec 16 County Council Meeting on CDI-ZO- Use of BESS to Reduce Use of 
Emergency Diesel Generators 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Council President Brad Young, Vice President Kavonte Duckett and Council Members, 
I appeal to you to: 
1 -  Limit the size of the CDI Zone to its present size or at most to the size 
recommended by the Planning Commission and  
2 - Incorporate language into every CDI ordinance stating that emergency power will 
include backup energy  storage systems or BESS.   
The data center landscape has changed drastically since 2021 when the previous 
County Executive welcomed Quantum Frederick to the Eastalco site. 
Both the data center industry and the power industry are massive and 
complicated.  These two systems are being forced into one system.  There will be 
growing pains with winners and losers. 
AI chips demand ever more power and infrastructure. Equipment delivery time and cost 
keeps increasing due to demand.  Industry leaders are stampeding to generating 
states.  All this extends the timeline for full buildout of the existing site at Adamstown. 
FERC is determining a new national structure for delivering power to data centers and 
for allocating the enormous costs more fairly.  Restructuring will take time and 
introduces uncertainty. Smart players will step back to see how this plays out before 
investing. This means more slowdown.  
This is not the time for expansion. This is the time to limit the CDI Zone to its present 
size or at most add only the properties recommended by the Planning Commission. 
Nothing prevents a future county council from expanding the CDI Zone if this 
experiment proves to be of true benefit to the community. 
Limiting the size of the CDI zone can be to our advantage.  It can give us time to 
replace one of the most obnoxious and unwelcome aspects of data centers:  emergency 
diesel generators. 
Replacing diesel generators with BESS – Backup Energy Storage Systems 
We need to incorporate battery storage systems into all future data center sites by 
adding this requirement into all CDI ordinances.  Battery technology is advancing 
rapidly; providing more emergency power for longer times and with increasing 
safety.  Many manufacturers offer a variety of battery systems. Who knows what the 
battery storage capability will be in 5 years? 
In your zeal to bring as many data centers to Frederick County as possible, the County 
Council has repeatedly evaded the fact that there is an elementary school less than 
2000 feet from an industrial site that may someday contain as many as 1000 diesel 
generators, each equivalent to those used on railroad locomotives.  
In the short term, there will be at least 100 such machines near the Carroll Manor 
Elementary School.  These devices will emit copious amounts of pollution, which is well 



known to cause serious respiratory problems and even cancers in developing children. 
The excessive noise can damage hearing, especially in young children. 
It is negligence not to incorporate a solution that would reduce these risks.  Should even 
a small number of children be affected, the parents could bring a lawsuit against the 
data center, the property owner and Frederick County for having permitted such an 
industrial scale operation in proximity to an elementary school. 
Especially if you truly care about our children you need to open your mind to 
including emergency battery storage systems as part of the emergency power at 
all future data centers. 
Battery Energy Storage Systems are now available that can supply emergency power in 
excess of 4 hours. Most outages are short.  The batteries would prevent the diesel 
generators from being called during such short outages. 
As a sole source of emergency power, while the batteries are supplying power to the 
data center, processing can be transferred to a sister data center that is outside the 
outage area.  With the data center reduced to only critical functions, such as 
maintaining memory, a minimum of diesel generators would be needed. This reduces 
the number and frequency of diesel generators running at full load. 
In a hybrid system with diesel generators, the batteries could be used for the first 4 
hours, then power could transfer to the diesel generators.  This would prevent 4 hours 
of diesel fumes and particulates from entering the atmosphere.  This is especially 
important considering the placement of data centers next to schools and 
residential areas.   
The advantages to the public and the environment are obvious.  Batteries are silent and 
non-polluting. They do not need tanks holding 20,000 gallons of diesel fuel for each 
building or the regular truck travel on rural roads to deliver the diesel fuel.  
This will mean more jobs for electrical workers. 
Taking these actions would show due diligence by the Industry and county government. 
You could be protecting yourself from the cost of a negligence lawsuit resulting from 
ignoring a safer emergency power alternative. 
Please – 
1 - Limit the CDI zone to the present Eastalco footprint or only add properties 
recommended by the Planning Commission 
2 - Incorporate language into every CDI ordinance stating that emergency power will 

include battery storage systems.  
Thank you, 
Elizabeth Law, P.E. (retired) 
1758 Wheyfield Dr. 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Solving for Data Center Power Needs with Battery Energy Storage | Flexgen 
How Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) power data centers - Schneider Electric Blog 
 
  

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sPlqCjAw06iRwyzoCWfqFmL6w7?domain=flexgen.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/xKikCk6xrXu5RqD2SVhoFG0NmG?domain=blog.se.com/


From: Judy Rosey <jprosey@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 10:13 AM 
To: Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad 
<BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry 
<JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, 
MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte 
<KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Vote NO on Overlay and Rezoning for Suzanne Irrevocable Trust 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Dear council members, 
  
I am one of the residents living on East Basford Road. I am not going to repeat all of the 
information that several of my neighbors have written about why this property should not be 
rezoned. Besides, they are much more eloquent than I am and they have done a great job 
researching all of the history of this area. However, I wanted you to know where I stand as well. 
I have friends that come to visit me just because they want to sit on my porch and see the 
beautiful views of the surrounding farmland that they don't have at their homes. My family 
moved here from Montgomery County in 2004, largely because it was rural and reminded me 
of where I grew up in Pennsylvania and where my husband grew up in Kansas. When we had to 
fight against the solar farm a few years ago, I was so very happy that the county council 
understood us and backed us up. This time there is much more at stake for us. We teach our 
children to keep their promises unless it hurts someone. I'm sure you do as well. I hope that 
you will keep your promises to protect this land that is marked as a priority preservation area 
for agriculture.  You know that if you were living here, you would not vote to rezone this area. If 
I'm not mistaken, there is a lot of untouched land in Frederick County that could be used for 
industrial use. Please do not destroy our area. Thank you.  
  
Judy Rosey 
  



From: Sabrina Williams <sabrinalynnell221@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 9:41 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Please Reject the Proposed Data Center Expansion! 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Dear Frederick County Executive and Members of the County Council, 

My name is Sabrina Williams, and I am a Frederick County resident/voter/constituent. I'm 

writing to urge you to reject the proposal to expand zoning for data centers in 

Frederick County. 

This expansion would have profound and lasting consequences for the county’s 

environmental health, economic stability, and overall quality of life. The primary 

beneficiaries of this proposal are large technology corporations whose interests are not 

aligned with those of the people who live and work here. We, the residents, are the ones 

who will be here to deal with the long-term damage once construction is complete. 

What is being offered in return is a small fraction of the profits these corporations stand to 

gain. To date, there has been no independent, objective economic analysis 

demonstrating meaningful benefits to county residents. Meanwhile, the proposal would 

eliminate more than 1,000 acres of protected and essential land, undoing well over a decade 

of environmental preservation and planning. The county also lacks the tools to adequately 

regulate the environmental impacts of these facilities, particularly with respect to water 

usage, energy consumption, and long-term sustainability. 

Perhaps most concerning, there is no credible plan to offset the enormous energy 

demand of the existing data center complex—whose usage is already comparable to that of 

two cities the size of Baltimore. Expanding this footprint would introduce a massive new 

strain on the energy grid, likely driving already-high energy costs even higher for residents 

and small businesses. We are being asked to accept significant environmental degradation, 

higher costs of living, and irreversible land loss without a clear understanding of the true 

economic impact or a viable plan to mitigate the harm. 

This is not responsible planning. It is a lopsided gamble that sacrifices protected land, 

environmental progress, and long-term community wellbeing in exchange for short-term, 

uncertain gains. 

Your responsibility is to serve the people of Frederick County and to ensure this remains a 

healthy, vibrant place for working families, not just today, but for generations to come. This 



proposal does not meet that standard. It will make life harder, more expensive, and less 

sustainable for the very people you were elected to represent. 

I respectfully urge you to reject this expansion and to take meaningful action to prevent 

further damage to our county. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Sabrina Williams 

Ballenger Creek resident and voter 

(240) 475-7649 

  



From: Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 14, 2025 7:48 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve 
<SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry <JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Knapp, Renee 
<RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad <BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, 
Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Keegan-Ayer, MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: Jim Ballard <comusmail-yahoo@yahoo.com>; Elizabeth Law <bettybob1758@gmail.com>; Theresa 
Furnari <tafurnari10@gmail.com>; Elizabeth Bauer <cdnlizard@gmail.com>; William Steigelmann 
<bsteig@aol.com>; Grayzeck Ed <egrayzec833@gmail.com>; Kevin Sellner <ksellner@gmail.com>; Steve 
Black <steveblack2313@gmail.com>; Todd Jones-Prettyman <deco3899@hotmail.com>; Brandon Hill 
<bhill@rollingdoorsllc.com>; Patrice Gallagher <pgallj@aol.com>; Kai Hagen <kaihagen@gmail.com>; 
Karen Russell <ccwgfredco@gmail.com>; rkaltenbaugh <rkaltenbaugh@mac.com>; Mary LaRocco 
<mellenlaroc@gmail.com>; susan lauterbach <salauterbach@comcast.net>; Renee Hamidi 
<renee@thevpc.org>; David Lillard <david.lillard@catoctinlandtrust.org>; Faith Klareich 
<faith@klareich.com>; James Wagner <james.wagner@gmail.com>; steven jakubczyk 
<jakubczyksteven@gmail.com>; Marjorie Rosensweig <marjorierosensweig@gmail.com>; Mark Faris 
<mark.faris@stopmprp.org>; Joanne Frederick <joanne.frederick@stopmprp.org>; Brandon Moffitt 
<bmoffit1@gmail.com>; Dave Arndt <roseca2010@gmail.com>; Jenny Teeter 
<jennyteeter@comcast.net>; Betsy McFarland <betsymcfarland@gmail.com>; Shawn McIntosh 
<smhasler14@gmail.com>; glenschulze <glenschulze@comcast.net>; Gallegos Carl 
<gallegos.carl332@gmail.com>; James Coulombe <duetto14@gmail.com>; Grayscale2 
<grayscale2@protonmail.com>; Brian Sweeney <briansweeney8911@gmail.com>; 
Anneblack515@gmail.com; Sonia Demiray <soniademiray@climatecc.org>; Bill Crouch 
<bcrouch@conservationfund.org>; CJW Date Center Work Group <cjw-data-center-
group@googlegroups.com>; twheeler@bayjournal.com; Jennifer Alcorn 
<friendsofjennalcorn@gmail.com>; Jerry Donald <jerrydonald371@gmail.com>; Scott Lasher 
<scott.lasher@yahoo.com>; Elyse Wilson <elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com>; PHM 
<phmichael@comcast.net>; pbrehm <pbrehm@comcast.net>; Laila Riazi <lailariazi@gmail.com>; Sarah 
Hempel Irani <hello@sarahforfrederick.com>; Hope Green <hope.green76@yahoo.com>; Gene Butler 
<rollbackfarmer@comcast.net>; Paula damico-Hollewa <pdhollewa@yahoo.com>; FRANK HOLLEWA 
<fjhollewa@gmail.com>; Linda Everett <linda@edgedesigngroupllc.com>; Mary Dague 
<mhdague@gmail.com>; santahsu@comcast.net 
Subject: IMMEDIATE VOTE WARNING: The Documented Political Suicide regarding the CDI Overlay Vote 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Dear Council Members, 
I am writing as a constituent to present you with an irrefutable political risk 
assessment ahead of the vote on the CDI Overlay expansion. 
A vote to approve this massive expansion now is an act of political, procedural, and 
environmental recklessness that has a proven track record of ending political careers. 

1. The Clear Electoral Cost: A List of Political Casualties 

The link between a pro-data center vote and voter punishment is now a central reality in 
U.S. politics. Politicians who have prioritized tech industry subsidies over constituent well-
being have been swiftly and decisively removed from office: 



Official 
Name (Pro-
DC Stance) 

Position Lost 
(State/County) 

New/Winning Anti-
DC Candidate 

Political Driver & 
Outcome 

Ann 
Wheeler 

Chair-at-Large, 
Prince William 
County Board of 
Supervisors, Virgini
a 

Deshundra 
Jefferson (Challenger
) 

Lost the primary 
after pushing the 
massive Digital 
Gateway project. 
Voters punished 
her for prioritizing 
industry sprawl 
over community 
quality of life. 

Geary 
Higgins 

Delegate, House of 
Delegates (District 
30), Virginia 

John 
McAuliff (Challenger) 

McAuliff flipped 
the seat by 
making the "Data 
Center 
Geary" campaign 
a laser-focus on 
his opponent's 
industry ties and 
the direct impact 
on utility bills. 

Tim Echols 
Public Service 
Commissioner 
(PSC), Georgia 

Alicia 
Johnson (Challenger) 

Lost a statewide 
race. PSC 
incumbents were 
penalized for 
approving rate 
hikes needed to 
fund massive grid 
upgrades for data 
centers, 
demonstrating 
the power of 
the "My Power 
Bill is Too 
High" message. 



Official 
Name (Pro-
DC Stance) 

Position Lost 
(State/County) 

New/Winning Anti-
DC Candidate 

Political Driver & 
Outcome 

Fitz 
Johnson 

Public Service 
Commissioner 
(PSC), Georgia 

Peter 
Hubbard (Challenger) 

Lost a statewide 
race. Voters 
issued a clear 
rebuke against 
the regulatory 
board that was 
seen as 
prioritizing 
corporate energy 
demands over 
residential 
consumers. 

Entire Town 
Council 

Town Council, 
Warrenton, Virginia 

New Anti-DC 
Majority 

The entire 
governing 
body was voted 
out in the 
November 2024 
election by highly 
organized 
residents, 
resulting in 
a 100% political 
turnover becaus
e of their support 
for a data center 
project. 

Other Pro-
DC 
Supervisor
s 

Prince William 
County Board of 
Supervisors, Virgini
a 

Multiple Anti-DC 
Challengers 

The political 
turbulence over 
the Digital 
Gateway led to 
other incumbents 
facing aggressive 
opposition or 
deciding not to 
run, realizing the 



Official 
Name (Pro-
DC Stance) 

Position Lost 
(State/County) 

New/Winning Anti-
DC Candidate 

Political Driver & 
Outcome 

political cost was 
too high. 

2. Procedural Recklessness and Health Risks 
You propose expanding the CDI Overlay by approximately 2,200 acres when the 
initial 1,600 acres are not even up and running!! 

• Failure of Due Diligence: The Council is proceeding with NO verifiable, objective 
data confirming that Frederick County has adequate power or water capacity for the 
first phase, let alone the expanded zone. 

• Procedural Scandal: The Council is aware that Maryland Senator Karen Lewis 
Young and other legislators are actively working in Annapolis, including 
on December 16th, to override Governor Wes Moore's veto of the essential Data 
Center Impact Analysis Bill. Pushing this vote through now, before that mandatory, 
state-level analysis is secured, confirms the Council is afraid of what the data will 
reveal. 

• Cancer-Causing Pollution: You are committing the community to the long-term, 
unmitigated health risks associated with the massive diesel generators that will 
emit cancer-causing Particulate Matter and Nitrogen Oxides into our air, 
increasing local healthcare burdens. 

3. Integrity and Economic Deception 
• Developer Integrity is Compromised: The community is aware that Rowan lied 

about the project's benefits and is planning to sell the company immediately after 
securing approval. Voting "Yes" now confirms the Council supports a company that 
has acted in bad faith towards the residents. 

• The Job Deception: You are choosing temporary construction jobs and 25 
permanent maintenance jobs over high-value, long-term employment from clean-
tech manufacturing or R&D that would provide hundreds of permanent, high-
wage jobs.   

The voice of the people is clear. A vote to expand the CDI Overlay is an act of political self-
destruction that sacrifices the permanent well-being of Frederick County for a short-term, 
compromised gain. We expect your vote to align with the interests of the citizens you were 
elected to represent. 

Sincerely, 
Elyse Wilson 

Adamstown MD 

CC and BCC: The Broader Adamstown and South Frederick Community 

  



From: kellyod518@aol.com <kellyod518@aol.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 14, 2025 9:35 PM 
To: Knapp, Renee <RKnapp@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Young, Brad 
<BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; 
Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Donald, Jerry 
<JDonald@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McKay, Steve <SMcKay@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Keegan-Ayer, 
MC <MCKeegan-Ayer@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Duckett, Kavonte 
<KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Carter, Mason <MCarter@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Cc: vicki07@hotmail.com; whitesands12@gmail.com; santahsu@comcast.net; phmichael@comcast.net; 
olssons@gmail.com; Dogmom65412@gmail.com; billbeam4th@gmail.com; 
briansweeney8911@gmail.com; croseycool@gmail.com; dale.franklin@yahoo.com; 
Eschaub101@aol.com; elysewilsonkhk@gmail.com; Jackqle@hotmail.com; 
jason_norris301@hotmail.com; Rymer67@msn.com; csanddenterprisesllc@gmail.com; 
jprosey@hotmail.com; kellyod518@aol.com; 1momof5@gmail.com; beamery@comcast.net; 
rachel.frymark@gmail.com; gillie111@gmail.com; satuomey@comcast.net; 
steveblack2313@gmail.com; ctv1027@gmail.com; tonylchecchia@gmail.com; 
vickimichael@comcast.net; wsrkwest@gmail.com 
Subject: Vote NO on Overlay and Rezoning for Suzanne Irrevocable Trust 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Dear Frederick County Councilmembers, 
  
I have lived in Frederick County since 2011, when my husband and I purchased our home 
on East Basford Road. Years before that, we would visit friends here and always felt drawn 
to Adamstown because of the open space, the beautiful rural landscape, the peace and 
quiet and the wildlife. We both grew up in Montgomery County, and finding the home we’re 
in now felt like a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Living here and raising our family here has 
truly been a dream. 
  
But things are incredibly really fast in this community. Just miles down the road, the 
Quantum Frederick data center campus is under construction. I am not anti-development, 
and I understand that the Eastalco site was already zoned industrial. What I do not 
understand is why, before that project is anywhere near completion — and before we even 
know its true impacts — this expansion is being pushed to cover several hundred more 
acres. The driving force seems to be the promise of tax revenue, which is not even well 
defined. Meanwhile, the people who actually live here are the ones who will suffer from the 
noise, the traffic, the water contamination risks, diminished property values and the loss of 
the rural character that drew us all here in the first place. 
  
Many of the parcels shown on the proposed overlay map are within Rural Legacy Areas and 
Priority Preservation Areas. The Data Center Workgroup report that County Executive 
Fitzwater approved clearly states that data centers are not appropriate in RLAs, PPAs, or 
agricultural preservation zones. Yet several of these protected parcels are on the maps. 
These lands were protected for a reason, and moving forward with this proposal contradicts 
the county’s own planning guidance and preservation commitments. Also this idea 
of  “replacing” preserved land taken for the overlay with five acres of preservation in another 



part of the county is yet another blow to our current situation. We have a lot to lose and 
nothing to gain here. How is this fair? 
  
I am also struggling to understand why the entire allowable “1%” of CDI development is 
being concentrated exclusively in and around Adamstown, one of the smallest communities 
in the county. Adamstown is only 0.16% of the county’s total land area, yet the overlay 
would make our area eligible for nearly four times the size of Adamstown for data center 
development. This is inequitable and unreasonable. The maps really do not show what this 
actually looks like on the ground. I drive past these farms and fields just about every day, 
and it makes me sick to imagine these scenic, historic, rural properties replaced with huge, 
ugly concrete boxes. 
  
I want to specifically comment too on the request from the Suzanne Irrevocable Trust to 
rezone and be included in the overlay. This is one that hits closer, as this property backs up 
directly to my backyard. This land also has RLA and PPA designations that have existed 
since 1998 and 2010. Past County Councils have rejected every industrial proposal here 
since 2000 because the land has long been recognized as incompatible with industrial use, 
including the original rezoning request from the Suzanne Trust itself that was denied once 
before, in 2023. Nothing about the land has changed since. And when this property was 
sold, the listing made clear that its uses were limited because of these preservation 
designations, so this was known from the start. 
  
There are so many other reasons this property should be denied for both rezoning and 
overlay inclusion: 

• It contains prime farmland soils. Nearly 70% of the site is classified as Prime 
Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance. 

• It lies partly in a FEMA floodplain, with two creeks running through it, one of which is 
protected under the Maryland CREP program. 

• It holds historic significance, including gravestones dating back to the 1700s and its 
location along the Hallowed Ground route. Access to the property is from East 
Basford Road and Ballenger Creek Road. East Basford is narrow and tar and 
chipped to preserve its historic character and is not meant for heavy truck traffic. 
Ballenger Creek Road is also narrow and winding. 

• The applicants are not just asking for data centers, they have also indicated a desire 
to build a microgrid battery facility and an anaerobic digestion plant, which poses 
serious fire, air-quality and environmental hazards. 

• Our homes depend entirely on private wells. The water demand for data centers is 
enormous, and even the construction phase at Quantum has already affected wells 
nearby. Many of us are genuinely afraid for our water, our health and safety, our 
property values and for the future of this community. 

• We know that data centers require massive new power infrastructure. We fear this 
will become a domino effect — one industrial approval leading to the next, and then 
another. 

  
You have a responsibility to uphold Frederick County’s planning principles and preservation 
designations and that means: 



  
1. Voting NO on the CDI Overlay as currently drawn, AND 
2. Voting NO on the rezoning and overlay request for the Suzanne Irrevocable Trust. 
  
If the Council chooses to move forward with any form of overlay at all, the absolute minimum 
standard should be what the Planning Commission recommended: exclude all parcels in 
PPA and RLA and protect the Suzanne property and surrounding farmland from industrial 
development. 
  
Adamstown is a small, rural community. We cannot and should not have to bear the entire 
burden of the county’s CDI allowance. This is sprawl, right here in Adamstown. Please 
protect the RLA and PPAs you have promised to steward, and the residents who call this 
place home. Please vote NO. 
  
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kelly Le 
4721 East Basford Road 
Frederick, MD 21703 
  



From: Darlene DeFrehn <dmdefrehn@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 14, 2025 11:52 PM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Stop the Overlay! 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Dear Council Members, County Executive, and Planning Commission: 
  
Please, Stop the Overlay!  Please don't make a decision now that will allow the Data 
Centers to move in and destroy our community and Frederick County.  We do not believe 
that there are benefits to our area.  There are not adequate roads for the huge number of 
oversized vehicles to roll through the community.  I beg each of you to drive down the roads 
around the Data Centers. Mountville, Ballenger Creek, New Design, and Buckeystown Pike 
around the Data Center. Take a look at the lack of shoulders on the roads and ask yourself 
where you would go if a large construction vehicle was coming the other direction and 
taking up a portion of your lane.  It is very concerning.  I am concerned about public safety.   
  
I am also devastated that the decision to go forward with the Overlay will further lower 
property values and raise costs of electricity.  It will also take away prime agricultural lands 
that are protected at this time.  The added generators is a serious threat to the 
environment, residents and students at the Carroll Manor Elementary School.  These are 
only a few of many issues.   
  
Please Do Not Sell Us Out for financial gain.  STOP the Overlay! 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Darlene DeFrehn 
Adamstown resident, concerned citizen, and voter.   
  
  
  
-- 
Darlene M. DeFrehn 
5404 George St. 
Adamstown, MD 21710 
 
c-301.785.3127 
  



From: Karen Lazo <LazoFamily@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 12:07 AM 
To: County Executive <CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: STOP THE PERMITS & stop expanding the overlay 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
  
  
To whom it may concern:  This data center expansion MUST stop!   We are losing our green Frederick County 
because of financial greed.  We don’t want those generators added!  Stop the permits if the applicant is selling 
the company! 
  
Thanks for noting my comment!    Karen Lazo and Family 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From: Austin Dyches <adyches@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 5:56 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Planning Commission 
<PlanningCommission@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: NO to Data Centers 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
Council,  
  
my name is Austin Dyches. I'm an army intel vet and I live here and work in data/tech for 
the government. The AI boom is not sustainable and is driven by private capital. These data 
centers pollute the environment and drive up costs for area residents.  
  
I urge you to take consideration of your local residents' needs and vote no on any item 
brought to the committee which would expand data centers in Frederick Co.  
  
Thanks for your time,  
Austin  
  



From: Darren Andrews <Darren@talon-construction.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 8:19 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: STOP DATE CENTER EXPANSION 
Good Morning, 
  
I am a resident of Frederick County and have been for over 50 years.  Although I was okay with the 
initial adoption of the data centers on the old Eastalco parcel, primarily because I thought that it 
would be a good use for a sight whose soil was questionable, I have a much harder time accepting 
the expansion of the data centers, especially, onto pristine farmland. 
  
I know that many of you on the council are also long time residents of Frederick County.  I ask you 
these same questions.  Are data centers a good use of pristine farmland?  If you are a long time 
reside of Frederick County, you’ll remember how we used to say that we hope Frederick County 
never becomes like Montgomery County.  Well….. we are approaching this very thing.  
  
Have any of you driven New Design Road and passed the, almost endless shuttling, of possibly 
undocumented workers back and forth between hotels and the construction site? 
  
I’m not sure if any would be good publicity for re-election if it is found out that many of these 
workers are undocumented.  Does ICE know of these buses bringing in workers to the site? 
  
Regardless of whether these workers are documented or undocumented, we need to say NO to 
potential further expansion and heed the advice of the planning commission. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Darren Andrews, Certified Graduate Remodeler (CGR) 
Remodeling Consultant / Estimator 
State of MD - Master Plumber 
  
Talon Construction, Inc. 
302 East 4th Street 
Frederick, MD   21701                                          
P-301-620-8604 x202 
Email: darren@talon-construction.com 
Web: www.talon-construction.com 

 
"Fall in love with your home all over again" 

 
  

mailto:darren@talon-construction.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/K5l2CKAoL9i4w5M5tvhMF5FiP5?domain=talon-construction.com/


From: Carolyn Coelho <carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2025 4:08 PM 
To: Duckett, Kavonte <KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; County Executive 
<CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; McCarthy, Kathan 
<KMcCarthy@FrederickCountyMD.gov>; Cherney, Ragen <RCherney@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Stop the Data Center Expansion and Diesel Generators 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 
  

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Carolyn Coelho <carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Dec 12, 2025 at 4:04 PM 
Subject: Stop the Data Center Expansion and Diesel Generators 
To: <jfitzwater@frederickcountymd.gov> 
  

Jessica, Council Members, Kavonte, 
  
I am a 30 year resident of Adamstown and I strongly oppose the expansion of the Data 
Center and the request for the diesel generators.  
  
The Data Center is a blight on our community. It will destroy our home values, increase our 
electricity bills, steal our water resources, and pollute our community.  
  
If you let this continue, you will be complicit in poisoning children and wildlife. This 
egregious decision is ruining my enjoyment of my home and community. 
  
It must be nice for you to return to a home each day that does not contain a Data Center. It 
must be nice for your children to attend a school that is not being poisoned by one. I wish I 
could say the same. 
  
I will never vote for you or any politicians who approves of this. Amazon is not a lifelong 
resident of Frederick County. Their investment is self-serving. They will abandon Frederick 
when we are no longer profitable, and you will have nothing to show for it. They are not part 
of this community and we were fine before they came.  
  
Please do not approve the expansion or the generators. 
  
-Carolyn Coelho 
  

mailto:carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com
mailto:KDuckett@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:CountyExecutive@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:KMcCarthy@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:RCherney@FrederickCountyMD.gov
mailto:carolynlouisecoelho@gmail.com
mailto:jfitzwater@frederickcountymd.gov


From: kmkinsey@comcast.net <kmkinsey@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 9:01 AM 
To: Council Members <CouncilMembers@FrederickCountyMD.gov> 
Subject: Mobilize Frederick/Comments on CDI Overlay Zone Map 

  

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Dear President Young, Vice-President Duckett, and Members of the Council, 

In advance of the December 16th hearing on the CDI Overlay Zone Map, 

attached are Mobilize Frederick’s comments. For the reasons discussed in our comments, 
we urge you to confine the overlay zone to the existing Quantum Frederick campus for the 
present. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter which is before the 
Council. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Kinsey 

___________________________________ 

Kathy Kinsey 

Chair, Government Affairs Committee 

Mobilize Frederick 

240-608-5954 

kmkinsey@comcast.net  

  

mailto:kmkinsey@comcast.net
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December 15, 2025 
 
 
President Brad Young 
Vice-President Kavonté Duckett 
Members of the Frederick County Council 
Winchester Hall 
12 Church Street 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 
 

Dear President Young, Vice-President Duckett, and Members of the Council, 

As you consider the County Executive’s proposal to establish a Critical Digital 
Infrastructure Overlay Zone, we strongly urge you to confine the Overlay Zone to the 
existing Quantum Frederick campus. This is the most prudent course of action for the near 
term. The County currently lacks sufficient information about the long-term net economic 
benefits, the conversion of agriculturally zoned properties on the County’s agricultural 
preservation goals, and the energy, environmental, climate, and health impacts of data 
centers to accurately weigh the costs and benefits of hyperscale data center development. 
Moving ahead too quickly could have far-reaching adverse impacts on the County and the 
quality of life for its residents. 

The Need for a Comprehensive Independent Data Center Impact Study 

There is widespread recognition of the need for a comprehensive data center impact study. 
Data center developers and other proponents of an expanded Overlay Zone often cite job 
growth and the projected tax revenues generated by data center development as important 
benefits that warrant expansion of data center development in the County, but these 
benefits may be illusory. First, construction jobs are temporary, and they comprise a 
majority of the projected new jobs.1  Once construction is complete, it is undisputed that 

 
1 It was noteworthy that testimony from members of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers at 
the December 2nd Legislative Workshop acknowledged that many IBEW members who currently work on the 
Quantum Frederick campus do not live in Frederick County. 
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only a small number of permanent employees will be needed to support operations at 
each data center.   

Second, a sound cost-benefit analysis cannot begin and end solely with job growth and 
revenue projections. It must consider the energy, environmental, climate, health, and 
other costs associated with data center development. Any decision to expand the Overlay 
Zone beyond the existing Quantum Frederick campus footprint should only occur after the 
completion of a state-wide or County-specific comprehensive independent cost benefit 
analysis that accounts for these impacts and informs any need for the establishment of 
further guardrails.  

Uncertainty about the Impacts of Additional Electricity Load and Water Needs to 
Serve the Existing Catellus Campus 

More than 500 acres within the existing Catellus campus remains available for data center 
development. The impacts of the additional load on grid capacity and ratepayers, as well 
as the availability of water for cooling purposes have not been adequately assessed. 
Accordingly, without a better understanding of how electricity supply and water capacity 
will affect development of the existing campus, expanding the Overlay Zone beyond the 
boundaries of the Catellus campus is premature.  

Cumulative Emissions from Operation of Backup Diesel Generators 

One important and unquantified impact on air quality are the aggregated criteria pollutant 
emissions from multiple diesel generators operating simultaneously across a fully built-
out Quantum Frederick campus during maintenance and testing operations, or in the event 
of a grid outage or failure. Current State regulations do not authorize the Maryland 
Department of the Environment to consider the cumulative emissions impact as part of the 
permitting process for diesel generators not under common control or ownership. State 
legislation that would require a cumulative impact analysis as part of the air quality 
permitting process will be introduced in the upcoming Maryland General Assembly session 
to address this major flaw in the permitting process. Passage of the legislation would 
provide an important safeguard for adjacent communities. Expansion of the Overlay Zone 
should be deferred until the permitting process for backup diesel generators is revised to 
factor in cumulative emissions impacts. 

Impact on Agricultural Preservation and Green Infrastructure Goals 

The proposed Overlay Zone includes agricultural tracts currently located in Priority 
Preservation and Rural Legacy Areas. Inviting upzoning of these agricultural properties to 
Limited or General Industrial zoning classifications for future data center development 
without a clearly enforceable agricultural offset provision undermines the County’s 
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agricultural preservation programs and goals. Moreover, the proposed footprint of the 
Overlay Zone and expanded Eastalco Community Growth Area would abut two residential 
communities and extend data center development very close to the southern boundary of 
the Ballenger Creek Community Growth Area, effectively eliminating much of the green 
buffer that currently separates these two large growth areas. 

Impact on County’s Ability to Meet Climate Goals and Renewable Energy Targets 

Across the Country, rapid growth of the data center industry is straining the grid and is 
projected to result in increased reliance on new fossil fuel generation. The recently 
published joint City/County Climate and Energy Action Plan acknowledges that data 
centers are projected to be the County’s single largest contributor to future greenhouse 
gas emissions. A decision to expand the Overlay Zone beyond the existing Quantum 
Frederick campus should not be made without understanding the impacts on the County’s 
ability to meet its climate goals and renewable energy targets.  

For all the above reasons, we urge you to adopt a cautious and sound approach to 
expansion of the data center sector in Frederick County.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter. 

 
KATHY KINSEY 
Chair, Government Affairs Committee 
Mobilize Frederick 
 
cc: Karen Cannon, Executive Director 
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Manor Woods Road Properties, LLC 

3501 Urbana Pike 

Frederick, Maryland  21704 

 

 

 

 

   
 December 15, 2025 

 

Sent via email 

 

County Executive Jessica Fitzwater 

Frederick County Council Members 

Winchester Hall 

12 E Church Street 

Frederick, MD  20701 

 

Re:  Noffsinger Property within the CDI Overlay Zone 

 

Dear County Executive Fitzwater and Council Members: 

 The Noffsinger Property comprises a total of 103.58 acres across seven parcels of land. 

Approximately 95.60 acres are already zoned General Industrial.  Approximately 7.98 acres 

(designated PC1 on the Planning Commission recommendation maps) is currently zoned AG.  In 

addition, approximately 63 of the 103 acres already carries an S5/W5 water and sewer category 

designation. 

The Planning Commission has recommended that all of the Noffsinger Property be included in 

the CDI-Overlay Zone and within the Growth area boundary.  The Planning Commission has 

also recommended that the 7.98 acres (PC1) currently zoned AG be Comp Plan designated for 

GI zoning.  The Planning Commission has further recommended that a small portion of the 

property (PC2) be advanced to S5/W5 as a clean-up matter, so the designation aligns with the 

balance of that larger parcel.  We appreciate the Planning Commission’s recommendations. 

As the Council makes its final decisions concerning the Critical Digital Infrastructure Overlay 

Zone, we are writing to request that the Council build upon the recommendations made by the 

Planning Commission and take the steps necessary to unify the zoning and water and sewer 

category designations across all 7 parcels now, in order to avoid lengthy administrative processes 

necessary to clean up the zoning and unify the water and sewer category designations in the 

future. 

We would appreciate it if the Council would apply GI zoning now to the 7.98 acres currently 

zoned AG; and advance the Water and Sewer Category to S5/W5 now for the parcels not 

yet advanced to this designation so that the entire 103.58 acres has unified zoning and water 

and sewer designations. 



Page 2 

 

 

 

 

I’d note here that none of the 103.58 acres is currently within a priority preservation or rural 

legacy area.  Part of the property already has an approved Letter of Understanding, permitting up 

to 1,600,000 square feet of CDI facilities, and the parcel was granted a water and sewer category 

change in 2023, advancing it to S5/W5 for the purposes of planning utility extensions to the site.  

The property also has an approved Detailed Load Study issued by First Energy to supply power 

to the site.  Applying GI zoning now to the 7.98 acres (PC1) will allow for a more thoughtful and 

comprehensive approach to the final planning for the overall property.  We will not be seeking 

additional density associated with the addition of the 7.98 acres to a development plan for the 

site.  It will simply permit a more thoughtful execution of a development plan for the overall 

property. 

Please let me know if you would like to discuss this request in any more detail, and we 

appreciate your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tom Natelli 

Manor Woods Road Properties, LLC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc:    Debbie Carpenter 

  Kim Gaines 

  Denis Superczynski 

  Karin Flom 

   
   



���������	
��
��������
����
������
����
��������� !"
#!���
$%&� ��'!���()*+��,�-�./�,0����1 -
234234353)
)627
89:� ;��"/-�
9!,'! %
$;��"/-�9!,'! %*1 !<! -/�;��"�=9>.?�@0ABCDBEFG�
B9GH�I
J��<
!@!"-"?K
H
�,
L -�-"?
��
!M& !%%
,=
/�"/! "%
�"<
��� �?!
 !?� <-"?
�+!& �&�%!<
<���
/!"�! 
!M&�"%-�"
-"
G<�,%��L".
D+! !
� !
 !��
�"<
<- !/�
/�"/! "%
��
�+!
"!-?+'� %K%/+���%
�"<
��/��
 !%-<!"/!%
�+��
� !
"��
'!-"?
�<!N���!�=
�<< !%%!<.
O+! !
-%
�+!
<�!
<-�-?!"/!
��!"%� !
�+��
P���%
L+�
�-@!K
L� �
�"<
�!� "
-"
�+!
�<Q�/!"�
�"<
%�  ��"<-"?
� !�%
L-��
'!
%�P!
�"<�"�PP!/�!<R
O+! !
� !
�+!
?�� �"�!!%
 !?� <-"?
L��! K
�- 
�"<
%�-�
%�P!�=R
S�L
� !
�+!
%��PP
�"<%��<!"�%
�P
;�  ���
9�"� 
BT
'!-"?
& ��!/�!<R
S�L
L-��
�+!
?!"! ��
&�'�-/
'!
�'�!
��
,�"-�� 
�+!
�- �"<
L��! 
N���-�=
/+�"?!%R
S�L
L-��
�� 
!�!/� -/
'-��%
'!
�PP!/�!<R
H�
-%
-  !%&�"%-'�!
��
,�@!
P� L� <�"�-�
�+!%!
N�!%�-�"%
/�"
'!
�<!N���!�=
�"%L! !<
�"<
%�P!�=
?�� �"�!!%
&��
-"��
&��/!.
D+�"�
=��
P� =�� 
���!"�-�".
��� !"
#!���
T!"�
P �,
,=
-8+�"!



���������	
���
���������
��
���
����������
��������
�������������� !"���#$�"%&	��'��
()*()*)+),
-./)
012� 3��4$��
1�"5���
�3��4$��1�"5��� '������$�3��4�61�#!�7%89:;9<=>?
9@>A?B'������$�
3��4�6
3��4$��
"�"5���.CD"
�
'������$�
3��4�6
������4�
E��F
F�!�
$�4$��4�
�5���
�F�
�"G�$�
�H
�F�
I)
5�$��G
������!�4�������
G��44��
��
5�$��G
G�E��
����$��
H��
�F�
J��4��"
G��4�#
16
$�4$��4
��
���
��
�F�
E�����4�
���
G�������4
�F��
E���
5�
$�����
56
�F�"#
���
$��"���
�4
'������$�
�4�
�F�
F����F
�H
�F�
G��G���4�
E���
������4��
EF�
��7�
F���
E���
5�
��7����6
�4�
��4!������6
�"G�$���
56
�F�
G�������4
�F���!�4�������
E���
$����#CD"
E����4!
��
���
�F��
6��
7���
K�L
��
����E
�F���
!�4�������
��
5�
�����
��
�F�
������6
H��!����47���4"�4�
E�
��7�
�4#
M4
�����4���7�N
"���
$��"���
H���4��6
"��F��
�H
G����$�4!
G�E��N
4����
��
5����4��H���#
LF�
J��4��"
'������$�
����
$�4���
E���
�"��
"���
�F�4
�4��!F
4����
�4�
��F��
4�!���7��"G�$��
�4$����4!
G�������4
E��F���
����4!
�F�
������
!�4�������#��4$����6N�����
��������



���������	
���
���
������
��
��������
������
�
���
������ 
!�"�
��"���������"#��$%&��
'()*�
+&),��--(.(��/()012&*�34�25����6)*
7897898:8;
<=><
%?@� A��,4*�
?(2B()C
+A��,4*�?(2B()C06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
E�,&�-G
H())D+HE�,&�-06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
I�,&G
J&,4D
+JI�,&06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
?4K&DG
'�(.(+'?4K&D06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
L(-2�,-GI((
+IL(-2�,-06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
K((1&,MND()G
?A+?AK((1&,MND()06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
E�4�(��G
K&.�,�(
+KE�4�(��06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
A&)�()G?&C�,
+?A&)�()06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
O��,1G
P)&-
+PO��,106)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
Q)&B�RC�*G'&)&S
+'Q)&B�RC�*06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.5F
K,&//G
L(,((
+LK,&//06)(-()*4�A��,�D?E31�.57
&��&4S2(,�
T8
?PUN),��-
M
><7;
P&��(,1()
A)((�
%*�(
M
AEV
�.()�&D
)(W�(C�3/-XFYZ[\Z]̂ _̀ 
Za_b̀cE(&)
6)(-()*4�
A��,�D
A��,4*�
?(2B()CG%�(&C(
X*,-
&��&4S(-
&
�(��()
)(C/(4�X���D
)(W�(C�*,1
�S(
*,4��C*�,
�X
�S(
/)�/()�D
��4&�(-
&�
><7;
P&��(,1()A)((�
%*�(G
6)(-()*4�G
?E
T'ENd
N44��,�
e:7M::8<>7G
7:>38
&4)(CU
*,
�S(
/)�/�C(-
A)*�*4&�
E*1*�&�V,X)&C�)�4��)(
TAEVU
�.()�&D
f�,(3V
�*,-�D
&C�
�S&�
D��
)(.*(R
�S*C
�(��()
X�)
4�,C*-()&�*�,
-�)*,1
�S(
�/4�2*,1
6)(-()*4�
A��,�D
A��,4*�S(&)*,1
C4S(-��(-
X�)
E(4(2B()
7gG
8:8;3
dS&,�
D��
X�)
D��)
�*2(
&,-
�S��1S�X��
4�,C*-()&�*�,
�X
�S*C
2&��()3
%�(&C(
X((�
X)((
��
4�,�&4�
2(
*X
D��,((-
&,D
&--*�*�,&�
*,X�)2&�*�,
�)
-�4�2(,�&�*�,3P(C�
)(1&)-CGMMhijk
lmnop
N),��-
E(.(��/()
NCC�4*&�(CG
V,43
>7:M<>:M;gg:qrstuvvwxwutywrz{|q}u~�t|








ELM
ER DERR RD

C
A

P
 S

T
IN

E
 R

D

MORLAND DR N

N
E

W
 D

E
S

IG
N

 R
D

MANOR WOODS RD

B
A

S
F

O
R

D
 R

D

ADAMSTOWN RD

W
IN

C
H

E
S

T
E

R
B

LV
D

AGRO DR

H
O

W
A

R
D

S
TU

P
R

D

E BASFORD RD

HAPPY L
ANDIN

G R
D

BA
LL

EN
G

ER
 C

R
EE

K 
PI

KE

DIG
IT

AL 
DR

M
OUNTVILLE RD

PC9

PC2

PC1

a

b

c

d

Horman

Stup

Suzanne (2404)

Suzanne (2518)

Arnold

Argos

Catellus

Geisinger

CatellusNathan

J6

J5

J7

J8

J3 J4

J4

J4

b

c
d

b
J8

Map A- Potential
Critical Data
Infrastructure (CDI)
Overlay Zone

0 0.5 10.25
Miles̄

MAPID:540

Frederick County Planning
Commission(FCPC) July
Draft Areas

Property Owner Request
Areas for Inclusion in the
Overlay Zone

FCPC Recommended
Community Growth Area

July Draft CDI Overlay
Zone

FCPC Recommended CDI
Overlay Zone

Projection: NAD 1983 State Plane Maryland FIPS 1900 FeetWhile efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of this map, Frederick County accepts no liability or responsibility for
errors, omissions, or positional inaccuracies in the content of this map. Reliance on this map is at the risk of the user.  This map is for illustration purposes only and should not be used for
surveying, engineering, or site-specific analysis.  Printed 11/17/2025

FCPC CDI
Acres

FCPC CDI %
of County

1,585.8 0.37Council Consideration



The Case Against the Suzanne Trust’s Request to Rezone 

The Trust’s Request: 2404 and 2518 Ballenger Creek Pike from agricultural to industrial zoning and to be 
included in the data center overlay 

These two properties have never been planned for anything other than agriculture. 

They are within the Carrolton Manor Rural Legacy Area, a Frederick County Priority Preservation 
Area, and an area designated by both Scenic America and Scenic Maryland as “worthy of 
preservation.” They are not in or near the proposed data center overlay. 

Broad Public Policy Favors Rural Character- There has been no change of character in the area 
that includes the applicant’s two parcels. The applicant’s "change of character" argument 
concerning a recently installed fiber line as justification for rezoning is spurious.  

Both addresses lie amidst 22 federal, state, and locally designated areas intended to preserve 
southern Frederick County as rural, scenic and not intended for industry. The two parcels are 
within some of these designations and near all of the others. These 22 official designations 
underscore that governments at all three levels view the character of southern Frederick County 
as special and deserving to remain rural and protected as a matter of public policy intent. See 
the list below. 

The State of Maryland local Priority Preservation Area in southern Frederick County is designated 
by statute as preferably to remain rural and zoned for agriculture, woodlands, parkland, and 
other pastoral uses. The 19,337-acre Area contains a large concentration of preserved farmland 
on some of the most fertile and productive agricultural soils in the county. The local Priority 
Preservation Area has nearly 4,000 acres of officially preserved land, over 20 percent of its total.  

Frederick County Council Vow- 

Voters elect Members of the County Council to protect the interests of their constituents, their 
welfare and their properties, and to not harm constituents. Approval of either of the Suzanne 
Trust requests would manifestly harm constituents.  

Suzanne Trust Property Unrelated to Overlay- The two subject properties lie more than two miles 
distant from the closest property proposed to be rezoned in the overlay and more than a mile 
from Eastalco. In both cases, everything in between is farmland. There is no justification for the 
County to rezone the parcels for industrial use by skipping over miles of farmland to add these 
two distant parcels to the overlay as applicants have requested. 

Long Established Official History Against Rezoning the Subject Property- 

All six of six official decisions by the County over the last 23 years were to deny requests to rezone 
either 2404 or 2518 Ballenger Creek Pike from agricultural to industrial or anything else. 

• In 2002, when Dynegy Inc. requested rezoning the 2404 Ballenger Creek Pike farm (at that 
time “the Beachley Farm”), now owned by the Suzanne Trust, from agricultural to heavy 
industry, the County refused. 

• In 2002, when Duke Energy requested rezoning three farms adjacent to 2404 Ballenger Creek 
Pike from agricultural to heavy industry, the County refused. 

• In 2016 when the then owner of 2518 Ballenger Creek Pike (at that time “the Ginsburg farm”) 
asked to have that parcel rezoned from agricultural to heavy industry to convert the entire 
farm into a solar array, the County refused. 

• In 2020, when Duke Energy again investigated prospects of building a power plant near the 
subject properties, Duke withdrew when it became clear that the previous County Executive 
and County Council would be opposed. 

• In 2021, when the then owner of 2518 Ballenger Creek Pike (at that time “the Ginsburg farm”) 
asked to have the parcel rezoned to permit construction of a housing cluster, the County 
refused because the parcel could not pass required percolation tests. 



• In 2025, the County Planning Commission refused the Trust’s request to include the parcels in 
the overlay. Consideration by the Board of County Commissioners should pay particular 
attention to this correct recommendation of the Planning Commission. 

Long Recognized Environment Threat- 

The Suzanne Trust stated its intention to construct what it describes as a “lithium battery 
storage facility” which is completely at odds with protecting clean water, creeks and wells. 

If the county rezoned the Suzanne land and a toxic and dangerous industrial plant were built, 
prime soil would become a brownfield. Brownfields, like cancers, turn greenfield land into 
blighted brownfields. Brownfields can never be farmland again. It is well researched that 
industrial blight such as this attracts further blight because “the blight is there already.” 

Freedom Creek and Northstar Creek both flow through the Suzanne property, joining at a cattle 
farm at 2455 Ballenger Creek Pike where they become Tuscarora Creek which enters the 
Potomac River three miles downstream. The rising point of the year-round North Star Creek  is a 
spring on the Suzanne property. The farm immediately upstream at 2454 Ballenger Creek Pike 
raises sheep which are watered by Freedom Creek which also flows through a grain farm at 
4501 East Basford Road. All three farms, which directly abut the Suzanne property, rely on the 
two creeks as their sole water source for their animals and crops. All homes abutting Suzanne, 
including the sheep farm at 4830 East Basford Road and a higher number of homes nearby, rely 
on their wells that could be fed by the two creeks. 

The Suzanne property also includes the Thomas Family Cemetery. 

Personal Economic Damages-  If the Trust’s rezoning request were approved, the estimate of lost 
property values just for the 20 homes directly adjacent to the Trust property is from $1,256,400 to 
$1,868,400, an average of $78,120 per family, with the estimate for farms higher. This estimate 
was performed by a court-certified expert witness in economic damages. A loss of this 
magnitude would be the largest financial hit that most families would ever experience. It is this 
great harm that those who elected you look to the Board of County Commissioners to protect us 
from.  

As an example, a property directly adjacent to the Suzanne Trust property would suffer a six-
figure drop in value if the Trust property were industrialized. This property, settled in 1768,  is on 
the Maryland Registry of Historic Properties and is a Frederick County Landmark. It is covered by 
a permanent conservation easement donated to the Maryland Environmental Trust. Its owners 
have long been active in the civic benefit to the Frederick County community and don’t want 
to have to give up their home because of intrusive heavy industry 25 feet away. All of their 
neighbors fear the same. 

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ 

Federal, State, and locally designated areas assigned to preserve most of southern Frederick 
County as rural, scenic and, for the most part, not intended for development. 

County 
 County of Frederick Rural Legacy Program 
 Carrollton Manor Land Trust (includes Suzanne property) 
 County of Frederick agricultural zoning (includes Suzanne property) 
 Sugarloaf Mountain Natural Area Park 
 Monocacy Natural Resources Area Park 
 Future County park at 2131 Ballenger Creek Pike (0.6 to from Suzanne property)  

State    
 Maryland Rural Legacy Program 
 Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation Farmland Preservation Partnership Program 
 Mid-Maryland Frederick Rural Legacy Area (Carrollton Manor, includes Suzanne property) 
 Carrollton Manor Rural Legacy Area (38,265 acres, 60 square miles, includes Suzanne 

property) 



 Washington Run Rural Area Historic District (0.5 mile to Suzanne property) 
 Maryland Environmental Trust Preservation Easement Program (25 feet to Suzanne property) 

Federal 
 United States Department of Transportation US Route 15 Historic Corridor 
 United States Department of Transportation Catoctin Mountain Scenic Byway 
 Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Scenic Byway 
 Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area 
 United States Park Service Civil War Heritage Area 
 United States Park Service Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historic Park 
 United States Park Service Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Byway 
 United States Park Service Monocacy National Battlefield 

Conservation Organizations 
 Scenic America recognition of surrounding area (includes Suzanne property) 
 Scenic Maryland recognition of surrounding area (includes Suzanne property) 
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